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There have been several attempts to open a youth hostel in Alnwick. As early as 1935 the YHA’s Rucksack
Magazine announced that there had been an unsuccessful attempt to open a hostel in the town. The proposition
was worked on, but stumbled on the fact that accommodation could be provided for one sex only. Seven years later,
the local Northumberland and Tyneside Region was considering prospects for youth hostel properties whenever the
war might finish. It had been contemplating if any of the Ministry of Agriculture’s redundant premises might be
used in peace-time, and suggested in its 1942 annual report that Land Army barracks would make fine hostels. A
map was included and such a site at Alnwick was listed. Neither of these ideas came to fruition, though the Land
Army base at Wooler, which was not listed in 1942, became a successful and long-lasting youth hostel in 1954.
Other hostels came and went in the locality. YHA opened a new hostel in a converted isolation hospital just outside
Rothbury. It lasted from 1959 to 1969. Of greater significance, however, was the large fully controlled country estate
mansion at Rock Hall, five miles north of Alnwick, that lasted some 43 years from 1949. Rock Hall was especially
suited to schools and large groups, and served the locality of Alnwick and neighbouring coastal attractions well. It
had to be given up in 1991, and the vicinity was without a local youth hostel for almost twenty years.

The neighbouring properties of 34 to 38 Green Batt, Alnwick, that became the town’s youth hostel in 2011. The further building
was formerly Alnwick Court House, and the nearer, of more modest build, was probably the associated police station. A bus stop
for services to Alnmouth station, Newcastle, the Northumberland coast and Berwick is handily placed outside
(author’s photograph, October 2016)

YHA has always had accommodation hostels within the network: privately owned premises run on a commercial
basis but sharing the philosophy of the Association and operating under the auspices. In the early years they were
especially common. More recently, the idea has been revived as YHA’s Enterprise Scheme, the membership of which
does not preclude working arrangements with other providers.
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The youth hostel at Green Batt, Alnwick, was newly conceived and opened under
this scheme on 27th May 2011. The driving force was the Alnwick Community
Development Trust, responsible for taking over and converting redundant government buildings on the site to
create a hostel with restaurant, conference and wheelchair facilities and 57-beds, all en suite. Andrew Clarkson, an
experienced YHA employee as hostel and regional manager in North Wales and the South of England, was
appointed as hostel manager.
The Queen attended the official opening on 22nd June. A memento of the occasion is the permanent display of the
Queen’s chair, with decorative chain, in the hostel lobby.
A display board in the entrance explains the history of the varied buildings that make up the complete hostel:
Alnwick Court House and Police Station
The County Court House
Built in 1856, this ‘handsome and spacious court house’ replaced the falling-down, red-brick candle factory
which occupied this site before Meetings of the Petty Sessions were held here once a fortnight on Saturdays. The
County Court Judge would also hold his monthly meetings here.
The Court House would also have been used by the Magistrates, who not only dispensed ‘justice’ but (until the
elected County Council came into being in the 1880s) were responsible for the administration of the County.

The Old Police Station and Sergeant’s House
The only evidence that these two buildings were ever in use as a Police Station is from a planning application in
1868 for a new kitchen and WC to be built to the rear of the building, in the ‘prisoners’ exercise yard.’
The only other reference to the buildings is from 1829 when Mr William Davison (chemist and printer)
advertised them for rent. Therefore we know that at some point between 1829 and 1868 the Police occupied
these buildings. Prior to the formation of the Northumbria Police in 1857, the town magistrates and their
appointed constables kept law and order in Alnwick.
Due to the lack of any evidence to the contrary, it is reasonable to assume that the Alnwick Magistrates and
constables rented the buildings from Mr Davison in 1829 and in 1856 the Magistrates moved into the new
Court House and the constables remained and were assimilated into the newly-formed Northumbria Police.

A plan of the various old and new buildings, courtyards and outbuildings that make up this interesting hostel. To the left of the
line is shown the ground floor, with the alleyway clearly noticeable. Much of the rear of the property is walled yards, where old
window and door frames and mullions infilled with stone indicate some age; the yards are partly used to house the new dining
room, small toilet block and an outside seating and picnic area. Besides the public rooms, there are three ground floor bedrooms
capable of accommodating disabled guests. To the right of the line is the upper storey, complete with flying freehold, a small
corridor link that incorporates a linen room. En suite bedrooms 4 to 15 take up most of the first floor.
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1: Alnwick Old Court House, more recently government buildings. The main hostel entrance is under the pediment;
2: on the main entrance corridor leading to reception is the chair used by the Queen during the official opening;
3: the arched alley that separates the properties, above which is a flying structure of more recent age than its looks:
planning permission for it was granted as late as 1993. Though there are doors to left and right of the alley
at ground level, the upper corridor is a convenient route from one side of the hostel to the other;
4: view of the east yard from Room 13, showing the cheerful 2011 dining room and kitchen to its left;
5: this interesting building in the east yard is thought to be the old police cell – it is now the bike store;
6: an opposing view of the alley, towards Green Batt (author’s photographs, October 2016)
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