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Borrowdale Youth Hostels (at Grange and Longthwaite) 
 

Grange-in-Borrowdale Youth Hostel     1932 to 1973  
 
Hollows Farm, Grange-in-Borrowdale, Keswick, Cumberland 
Historic County: Cumberland  YHA Regions: Lakeland, Lakes GR:  NY 247171 
 
Early in 1932, almost at the outset of the YHA, Mrs Jenkinson, of Holles, Grange-in-Borrowdale, entered into an 
arrangement with the Lakeland Region of YHA to run an adopted youth hostel at the farm. It operated for five 
months in that first year, probably from May to September, and just short of 900 overnights were registered. An 
early Lakeland and North-East Regional Guide displayed this advertisement: 

BORROWDALE 
 

Mrs Jenkinson, Holles, Grange-in-Borrowdale, via Keswick. (Men 15, Women 15). 
  Store: ¾ mile. Bathing: River. Bus: ¾ mile. Station: 5 miles. OS Map: 12. 

Distances: Pardshaw 15 miles. Cockermouth 15, Keswick 5, Grasmere (walkers) 9, Black Sail Hut (walkers) 7. 
 

   
 

   
These attractive coloured postcards of Hollows Farm hostel, Grange-in-Borrowdale, were produced and sold by the warden,  

TM Jenkinson. They are artificially coloured, a typical process of the 1930s (author’s collection) 
 
Tireless Regional Secretary Harry Chapman wrote this of the Lakes’ adopted hostels almost 50 years later: 

The rest of the first batch of Lakeland hostels were perhaps gathered in haste, but there was to be none of the 
proverbial repentance. They were shared buildings, ‘adopted hostels’, mostly farmhouses where the 
accommodation was maybe spartan and strained, but where there was a real welcome and a good table. Many a 
pioneer hosteller still thinks of their picturesque names with real esteem – Dale Head in Dunnerdale. Taw 
House in Eskdale, Hollows Farm near Grange-in-Borrowdale, Force Forge at Satterthwaite, Mines House a 
thousand feet up the breast of the Old Man, Damson Dene at Crosthwaite, Sycamore Cottage in Dufton – a 
thin, scattered chain and hard to travel, but they laid the foundation, and sound it was, for the grand edifice 
which was to follow. The gallant, hard-working countrywomen who ran them would brush aside any thanks – 
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their view was that the revenue from hostellers was a god-send which lifted them out of the poverty slot which all 
too often, in those years of depression, was the lot in which most farmfolk found themselves. But, by the rood, 
they gave rare value in the shilling each for supper, bed and breakfast. True, there were some failures, mainly 
decaying temperance hotels where hostellers were treated as second-class citizens, but the axe fell swiftly on these.  
 

Today, the ‘adopted hostel’ is almost out of existence, but the originals truly builded better than they knew.  
 

  
Homely comforts at Hollows Farm, where their own and Abraham of Keswick cards were lavishly displayed (author’s collection) 

 
When YHA’s new purpose-built hostel at Longthwaite (then called Borrowdale ‘A’) opened in 1939, Hollows 
Farm, Grange was given the name Borrowdale ‘B’; these dull descriptions remained until 1954. 
 
Almost all Lakeland hostels were requisitioned at the outbreak of war. In Chapman’s words, these were taken over by 
the Billetting Officers for the housing of their less-popular evacuees, the blind, the maimed, the mental, the mothers with 
sucklings, but in the weeks of the ‘Phoney War’, with the lull in hostilities, the evacuees left and we came into effect again. 
Grange hostel operated during each year of the war. YHA’s circular of 18th March 1941 stressed the need to keep it 
from requisition, as it was important to members from South Lancashire and West Yorkshire towns. It was 
immensely popular, and achieved over 4,000 overnights in 1943. It became one of a dense network of local hostels 
on the road from Keswick to Buttermere, including Keswick (opened 1933), Derwentwater (1961), Longthwaite-
in-Borrowdale, Honister Hause (1942) and Buttermere (1955).  All were operating in the mid-1960s and most are 
still in YHA use.  
 
Pat Packham visited Grange hostel in August 1960 and commented: 

The dormitory and common room had carpets and an excellent supper roused our drooping spirits… 
Two girls had to be accommodated in the common room as the warden had made a mistake about their booking.  

 
In the latter stages the hostel was reduced in capacity – to 24, then by 1970 to 20. It eventually closed on 21st 
September 1973 because the wardens did not wish to run their premises as a hostel any longer. Hollows Farm is a 
National Trust property. It now provides bed and breakfast, self-catering and camping. 
 

 
Lakeland Region produced these useful map postcards after the war (author’s collection) 
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Longthwaite-in-Borrowdale Youth Hostel     1939 to present  
 
Longthwaite, Borrowdale, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 5XE 
Historic County: Cumberland  YHA Regions: Lakeland, Lakes, North GR:  NY 254142 

 
 At Easter 1939 YHA opened its own large fully-controlled hostel three miles south of 
Hollows Farm, at Longthwaite. This was Lakeland Region’s second purpose-built property, 

and differed from the first, at Boot in Eskdale, by being of shingled cedar rather than mainly stone construction. The 
architect was Joseph Peascod. To accommodate the new hostel, land at Borrowdale House had been purchased in 
1937 and vested in the YHA Trust on 10th September in that year. A grant was obtained from the Special Areas 
Fund, a government bursary to encourage new building in areas of high unemployment. At first there were beds for 
40 males and 20 females, a rather unbalanced and inflexible arrangement that was corrected after the war. 
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1: a superlative Mayson’s of Keswick postcard of an apparently brand new Longthwaite (Borrowdale ‘A’) hostel. This shows the 
method of construction, with plain weatherboard below and shingles above. The fire escape will be noted, but there is no major 

construction to the rear, as in a later image; 2: another postcard (Abraham of Keswick). Again, the hostel appears  
to be new, judging by the posed characters and the state of the grounds (both author’s collection) 
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The hostel was an instant success, attracting over 4,700 overnights in its first year. As at Grange-in-Borrowdale, 
Longthwaite was largely left free to operate throughout the war, because of its importance in providing rest and 
relaxation for huge numbers, not least hundreds of factory war-workers from the industrial north. However, there 
were hardships; a work party had to clean up the hostel after commandos used it in 1942.  
 
Mary Jephcott was one wartime visitor, in 1943. Sixty-five years later she recalled: 

Lovely to arrive at a comfortable hostel. Purpose-built. HOT water. Lovely. Food very good. Fried cheese for 
breakfast. Up early to make packed lunches. 

 
The following year, an unnamed visitor observed: 

Food good, wash in bedroom with hot water, sleeping fair. 
 

 
This style of Abraham’s postcard dates from about 1950. It shows the extent of the bare timber finish throughout at that time. 
The dormitory is large, but affords some privacy thanks to the separate bays. Postcards are more in evidence than sweets and 

chocolate in the hostel shop. Note the fire extinguishers prominently displayed, and the central heating (author’s collection)  
 
In 1949 estimates of £758 for the construction of new wardens’ quarters were accepted. Longthwaite was 
perpetually busy; throughout the 1950s and early 1960s about 12,000 were staying each year, almost all booking in 
advance, and large numbers were turned away. Elizabeth Ann Humphries, aged 17, was one of the lucky ones, and 
enthused in her holiday diary of 1962: 

What a beautiful setting… it reminds one of an Austrian chalet, set in a miniature forest with a stream running 
near, a perfect picture of peace combined with beauty. 

 

 1  2  
Longthwaite hostel in 1956. 1: the main building seems little changed from 1939; 2: the warden’s office and shop, forerunner of 

the modern reception area. A couple are signing in, and are perhaps tempted to buy Spangles sweets, Mint Cake, pop, an 
SYHA or a Bart’s map, or the 1956 YHA Handbook. The notice above the warden reads: Profits from all Sales and  

Catering go entirely to the friends of YHA. Ring for warden, says the sign (though perhaps not too frequently).  
These rare colour transparencies were taken by David Buxton, Secretary of YHA London Region (YHA Archive) 
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Two plots of extra land next to the existing hostel were purchased early in 1964, and a major extension of facilities 
followed in time for Easter 1967, boosting beds to 112 and overnights by a third. With the introduction of 
differentiated grading in the early 1970s, Longthwaite-in-Borrowdale hostel was designated as a Lakes Superior 
Grade hostel, along with Ambleside and Buttermere and second only to the new Patterdale in grade pecking order. 

 

    1 
  

 2  3  
1: article by Harry Chapman, published in the March 1960 issue of the Youth Hosteller monthly magazine (YHA Archive); 

2: the 1967 masonry expansion at the far end of the hostel is just visible in this cheerful anonymous photograph.  
Early timber staff quarters, but post-dating the Mayson’s postcard illustration on page 3, stand behind the hostel (YHA Archive);  

2: June 1979 close-up of the extension. Note the extended verandah (from a transparency by G Miller, author’s collection) 
 
In 1989 new accommodation was provided for the wardens, and there was further associated hostel development. In 
1995, in response to changing demands, the hostel was dramatically improved when two very large dormitories of 24 
beds each were divided into several smaller units of 4 and 6. Toilets and showers were modernised, all the beds were 
replaced and the layout of the hostel was improved. There was a further redevelopment in 2002-03 with the 
provision of a classroom and activity room at the north end of the hostel. This was opened on 7th October 2003 by 
John Prescott, Deputy Prime Minister, who had fond memories of the hostel as a boy. Four camping pods were 
introduced on the ground to the north of the hostel in 2013, and numbers of hostel users continue to flourish. The 
year 2016 witnessed the most remarkable upsurge of usage to almost 25,000 – double the figure up to 1966. 
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Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1932-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-present: Mar to following Feb 

¶: Grange-in-Borrowdale Hostel;    ∆: Longthwaite-in-Borrowdale  Hostel  
*: 17 month period; +: notional figure included for exclusive hire and/or camping 

          

… 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… …  888¶ 2718¶ 2946¶ 2408¶ 3050¶ 2942¶ 3260¶ 1661¶ 
  … … … … … … … 4773∆ 
          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
1554¶ 3085¶ 3578¶ 4069¶ 3724¶ 3834¶ 3945¶ 3445¶ 3883¶ 3429¶ 
5560∆ 7360∆ 8185∆ 9532∆ 9861∆ 11061∆ 10971∆ 10440∆ 10570∆ 10522∆ 

          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
3089¶ 2174¶ 2919¶ 2488¶ 2314¶ 2379¶ 2106¶ 2634¶ 2378¶ 3053¶ 

10963∆ 10845∆ 11035∆ 10327∆ 10634∆ 10483∆ 10919∆ 11676∆ 11790∆ 11814∆ 
          

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
2754¶ 2561¶ 2124¶ 1794¶ 1761¶ 1796¶ 1809¶ 1838¶ 1988¶ 2015¶ 

12041∆ 12435∆ 12329∆ 11305∆ 11956∆ 11562∆ 11896∆ 15933∆ 15862∆ 16941∆ 
          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
2011¶ 1242¶ 924¶ 779¶ … … … … … … 

16480∆ 16189∆ 15761∆ 16209∆ 16136∆ 16241∆ 16253∆ 15580∆ 15920∆ 16349∆ 
          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
15684∆ 14498∆ 14325∆ 12897∆ 13809∆ 13729∆ 13174∆ 14066∆ 14828∆ 1567∆3 

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
16664∆ 16335∆ 19751*∆ 15320∆ 15254∆ 14412∆ 16537∆ 17609∆ 16653∆ 17127∆ 

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
15706∆ 11656∆ 14223∆ 14250∆ 18157∆ 18020∆ 15371∆ 17097∆ 17864∆ 17826∆ 

          

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
16872∆ 15753∆ 18382∆ 18222∆ 20897+∆ 19573+∆ 24701+∆ 24229+∆ 23912+∆ 23488+∆ 

 

   

  
 

John Martin, 2020. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive 


