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York Scarborough & Hull

GR: SE 672975

YHA hoped to open a small youth hostel in Farndale just after the war to replace Rosedale hostel. It was to be at a
farmhouse on a hilltop on the Water Committee’s Farndale Estate. Whit 1946 was a suggested opening date, but
after some complications the plan had to be abandoned.

This extract and the sketch of Farndale youth hostel are from the YHA North Country regional guide
at the time of opening, 1956 (YHA Archive)
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Some ten years later, a different scheme, this time to replace Lastingham hostel, was successful. The property was the
redundant stone-built vicarage to St Mary’s, Farndale. The hostel opened in July 1956, though bednights for that
year were limited to 184 as its start was too late for an entry in that year’s national handbook. The first wardens were
Mr and Mrs D and R Tivey, who had been at Filey hostel for eight years.
Glenys Austin, a relative of the Tiveys, recalled in 2014 her regular childhood visits in the 1950s:
The picture of Farndale YHA was just as I remembered it. Mr Tivey (Jack) was a head master. I wasn’t aware at
the time that it had been the vicarage, but I do remember an outhouse or similar that had a big old fashioned
hearse in it in which we used to play.
I also remember one of the bed rooms that had metal bunk beds in it and we were all allowed to sleep on a top
bunk as a treat. My only other memory is of a little quarry tiled scullery at the back of the house where one of the
youth hostellers was peeling a load of potatoes into a galvanised bucket.

Farndale hostel was in difficulties late in 1959, being unavailable until further notice, though intriguingly the
wardens Mr and Mrs Alwyn Taylor placed a small ad in Youth Hosteller to say that it was still operating in their own
home. At this time the hostel was recorded as adopted; it is likely to have been the same ownership arrangement
with the Tiveys before that. The Taylors raised money for improvements including, by 1961, provision of water to
the kitchen.

Two postcards of Farndale youth hostel by local publisher RH Hayes of Hutton-le-Hole. He took many photographs of youth
hostels in and around the North Yorkshire Moors, including Lastingham, both Rosedales and Boggle Hole in the years either side
of the war. His small photography business was moved in its entirety to form a key part of the Ryedale Folk Museum in the
same village. The second was posted to New York in 1962, with the message: Farndale is privately owned but used as a hostel
(author’s collection)
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YHA’s Youth Hosteller magazine, July 1961 issue, revelled in this unorthodoxy up at Farndale:
Mr Watson Mortimer, 76, was a well-known local character who often accommodated hostellers in his cottage
when the hostel was full.

Farndale hostel closed in 1963 after just eight years; the 59 bednights recorded in 1964’s statistics would have been
for the tail-end of 1963. By the end of that year the York, Scarborough and Hull Region had not succeeded in
finding a replacement, though the prospect of the new-build Helmsley hostel for 1964 would have softened the blow
for the Group. The vicarage is now a private residence, while the church adjacent is still in use.
In 1993 a YHA Camping Barn was opened in the farmyard of Oak House, High Farndale, North Yorkshire, a little
way to the north. This ceased operating under the YHA banner in 2015.
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1: a photograph of unknown origin but bearing all the hallmarks of RH Hayes (author’s collection);
2: author’s photograph of the rectory in private ownership, 2010 (by permission)
3: hostel one-inch badge and 4: stamp. Both refer to the famous Farndale daffodil displays (author’s collection)
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