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Rosedale and Lastingham Youth Hostels 
 

Rosedale [7&8 Bank Top] Youth Hostel    1935 to 1938  
 
7 and 8 Bank Top Cottages, Rosedale West, Yorkshire 
Historic County:  
Yorkshire (North Riding)  

YHA Region:  
York Scarborough & Hull 

GR: SE 720951 

 
The first hostel at Rosedale was within a block of former North Eastern Railway cottages built to serve the hill-top 
western terminus and engine shed of the Rosedale Railway. It stood directly opposite the engine shed. The dale was 
overlooked and dominated by the industrial landmark of Rosedale Chimney for several generations. 
 
The hostel opened on 1st April 1935, according the York, Scarborough and Hull Regional Group’s annual report 
for that year. It was a fully-controlled 18-bed hostel established with a grant of £35 from the YHA Regional 
Development Fund. The hostel was sometimes overcrowded, and an opportunity to expand by renting the adjacent 
No. 7 was reported in the region’s 1938 report, where the property was now described as two cottages. The warden 
was Mrs Clara Clarke. A sign on the gate in a photograph by R Hayes directed hostellers to her house at No. 16. 
This may have been an early arrangement, as the addition of No. 7 would probably have been to accommodate both 
the warden and extra sleeping space. 
 
The youth hostel was closed in time for the August Bank Holiday 1938, to allow transfer to the improved 12 Bank 
Top Cottage nearby. The old block has been demolished, probably at some time in the 1960s. 
 

 
Mrs Clarke, Youth Hostel, Bank Top Cottages, Rosedale West, via Pickering. M10-W8. Cottage.  

Sta: Kirbymoorside 7m. Bus Mondays only to village 600 ft below Hostel. Store at Hostel. OS 22, B11, Near ‘d’ of  
‘Engine Shed.’ Distances: Ampleforth 17m, Thornton Dale 14m, Whitby 17 m, Castleton 10m.  

NB – Do not send telegrams. 
Sketchmap and text from the 1936 YHA Durham and Yorkshire Regional Guide 
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1: the first youth hostel at Rosedale, in the mid-1930s, as depicted on a rare photograph by Raymond Hayes.  
Mrs Clarke, the warden, is on the right; the other figure is Mrs Robinson. The hostel sports a lovely example of  

the pre-war black and white enamelled YHA triangle sign with especially attractive heavy block lettering.  
On the gate is painted: Warden at No. 16 (information and image courtesy of Mrs J Dring, Hartoft); 

2: a R Hayes postcard, showing the former extent of ‘Top Cottages’ at Rosedale West. The figure extreme right  
appears to be Mrs Clarke again, similarly dressed. Under magnification the YHA sign can just be made out in its original 
position outside No. 8, which was in the middle block. The later hostel was located in the house or houses on the right;  

3: the later youth hostel photographed by the author in 2001. All other buildings have been demolished; 
4: R Hayes contemporary photograph of the later hostel, though no triangle sign can be detected here  

(author’s collection)  
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Rosedale [12 Bank Top] Youth Hostel    1938 to 1945; 1949 to 1953 
 
12 Bank Top Cottages, Rosedale West, Yorkshire 
Historic County:  
Yorkshire ( North Riding)  

YHA Region:  
York Scarborough & Hull 

GR: SE 720950 

 
This property was a larger building than the former, in the neighbouring block to the south. Architecturally it was of 
quite a different design from the first hostel. Other buildings adjacent may also have been used. The exact layout of 
facilities in the various arrangements is not yet known.  

 

 
Membership card stamp, 1941 

 
The new hostel opened in August 1938, taken leasehold and vested in the YHA Trust on or about 5th August 1938. 
The Rucksack Magazine of Autumn 1938 explained that it had transferred to these new premises under one roof a 
few yards from the old hostel at Nos. 7 and 8. The yard of No. 13 was also available for use, according to Regional 
minutes. 
 
YHA continued here each year of the war. Early in 1940 there were evacuees alongside hostellers, for whom the 
Association received 1s.6d out of an 8s.6d allowance, or 2s out of 10s.6d [Regional minutes 4/1940]. The hostel was 
withdrawn by 14th October 1940, but notices of 7 April 1941 and July 1942 advised that it was operating again.    
 
After the war, Rosedale hostel led a complex existence. It was closed by YHA after the 1945 season, too late for 
exclusion from the 1946 Handbook, but reopened on 1st April 1949 as an accommodation hostel with Mrs Mewett 
as warden; there were 10 beds, soon increased to 14, then 20, then (with a separate members’ kitchen) 30, factors 
that suggest much rearrangement of the facilities. On 1st October 1953 the warden terminated the agreement and 
Rosedale hostel was no more. The principal house remains as a private dwelling, now styled No. 1.  
 

 
YHA Archive photograph showing the severely sloping rear garden of the second hostel in fairly typical Rosedale weather 
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Lastingham Youth Hostel    1948 to 1955 
 
St Cedd’s, Lastingham High Street, York  
Historic County:  
Yorkshire (North Riding)  

YHA Region:  
York, Scarborough & Hull 

GR: SE 729904   

 
St Cedd’s House is a fine double-fronted mid-18th century stone house with a pantile roof distinctive of the region, 
at the east end of Lastingham village. St Cedd’s Well lies adjacent, named after the sanctified 7th century Abbott 
who died in Lastingham. 
 
Mr and Mrs Sheldon allowed the opening of this small 16-bed adopted or accommodation hostel in their home on 
25th March 1948. It lay fewer than three miles due south of Rosedale hostel, cross country over rough ground. 
Numbers staying at Lastingham were always modest. The hostel lasted for eight seasons, closing on 30th September 
1955. It was replaced for a few years by Farndale hostel, then more permanently by Helmsley hostel. 
 

 
A lovely Hayes postcard of St Cedd’s Youth Hostel, Lastingham (author’s collection) 

 
After YHA’s era, about 1980, the house was restored. It was Grade II listed in 1987. 
 

Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1935-1955: previous Oct to Sept 

†: Rosedale First Hostel;   §: Rosedale Second Hostel;   *: plus evacuees;   ∆: Lastingham Hostel 
          

… 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… … … … … 466† 729† 828† 868†§ 795§ 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
527*§ 624§ 599§ 873§ 995§ 1180§ … … … 790§ 

… … … … … … … … 395∆ 795∆ 
          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
1091§ 1054§ 1331§ 1018§ … … … … … … 
785∆ 648∆ 647∆ 495∆ 528∆ 455∆ … … … … 
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