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Salisbury Youth Hostels 
 

 Salisbury ‘Old Sarum’ Youth Hostel     probably open in 1932  
 
Historic County:  
Wiltshire 

YHA Region:  
Wiltshire 

GR: SU 141324 

  
There is an enigmatic reference in the Hiker and Camper Magazine of August1932 to a new hostel, just open, at Old 
Sarum. The article advised that a room in which Samuel Pepys wrote part of his diary adjoined the youth hostel.   
 
A further reference to this hostel is found in a reissued handbook, dated October 1932. The address was given as the 
Old Castle Inn (store 1½ miles, bus route Salisbury to Andover), wardens Mr and Mrs Barnes. It was advertised as 
open all year and offered beds for 8 men and 8 women, camping for a shilling and meals provided. While the period 
in question is so short that the hostel’s functioning as a YHA facility might remain in question, it may have operated 
briefly before the Old Mill hostel at West Harnham opened in 1933. The Old Castle Inn still operates as a popular 
bistro-type restaurant and bar. 

 

 
A recent view of the Old Castle Inn, Old Sarum (author’s photograph, June 2015) 

 
 

Salisbury Old Mill (West Harnham) Youth Hostel     1933 to 1935  
 
The Old Mill, West Harnham, Salisbury, Wiltshire 
Historic County:  
Wiltshire 

YHA Region:  
Wiltshire 

GR: SU 135294 

 
West Harnham Old Mill dates from 1550, with traces of 13th-century work. It stands at the south-west extremity 
of the city. Before and after the YHA era the premises have been a hotel and restaurant. 
 
The hostel opened at Whit 1933. At first the mill housed both the hotel and the hostel. However the Rucksack 
Magazine, Autumn 1935, described how in July 1935 the quarters were entirely removed from the hotel to buildings 
on the opposite side of the stream, above the hotel garages.  
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After three seasons YHA moved premises to Castle Street, in the city centre. YHA announced in its regional guide 
of 1935: 

 
 

     
Old Harnham Mill some 80 years after its use as a youth hostel (author’s photographs, October 2013) 

 
 
Salisbury Castle Street Youth Hostel     1936 only  
 
194 Castle Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire 
Historic County:  
Wiltshire 

YHA Region:  
Wiltshire 

GR: SU 144306 

 
The Castle Street youth hostel opened on 4th April 1936. It was situated in Milford House, a once fine double-
fronted house with a large front door and extensive tennis courts attached, on the south-east corner of Castle Street 
and Wyndham Road. Despite the National YHA annual report for 1936 describing it as first class accommodation, 
it was in fact entering its death-throes final act for it had latterly been used as a warehouse and by now was near-
derelict, approaching demolition. Local volunteers had converted it to hostel use, and it was possibly YHA’s first 
fully-controlled hostel in the city. The reason stated by YHA for closure at the end of its first season was that 54 
Endless Street was a much more attractive and suitable site. 
 
Milford house was quickly demolished and Caffyn’s garage, seen below and itself derelict by 2013, was built in its 
place.  No image of Milford House has yet been found. 
 

 
Some parts of this abandoned Castle Street building seem to be of a style that would date back to the 1930s  

(author’s photograph, October 2013) 
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Salisbury Endless Street Youth Hostel     1937 to 1939, 1940 or 1941  
 
54 Endless Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire 
Historic County:  
Wiltshire 

YHA Region:  
Wiltshire 

GR: SU 144303 

 
The Endless Street hostel was opened by the end of January 1937 in a handsome Georgian house dating from the 
late 18th-century. It is one of a matching pair of three storeys plus attic. 54 Endless Street has been used as a 
warehouse and doctor’s surgery since the YHA period, but is now [2013] converted into flats. A blue plaque records 
that it was the home of the historian Henry Hatcher between 1824 and 1846.  
 
The hostel was taken at a high rent on a three-year lease, with a 21-year option, so was clearly a serious proposition. 
The 1937 Wiltshire region annual report enthused that a specially built hostel could hardly be more suitable, while a 

year later the news was that temporary sleeping 
accommodation had been added on the top floor. 
 
It is unclear whether the hostel closed in 1939, or had 
further use into the war years: a circular of 9th November 
1940 explained that Wiltshire Regional Group was having 
difficulties with the requisition arrangements. The warden 
had agreed to these without the Group’s consent, and had 
consequently resigned. It seems possible, therefore, that 
there may have been some hostel use in that year. A YHA 
memo suggested continued income in 1941, but this may 
have been from the requisitioning authorities, as was 
commonplace at the time.  
 
In any event, once the hostel closed, Salisbury was left 
without a youth hostel for twenty years or so. 54 Endless 
Street has been used as a warehouse and doctor’s surgery 
since the YHA period, but is now converted into flats. 
 
 
Left: 54 Endless Street – a graceful Georgian building 
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Salisbury [Milford Hill House] Youth Hostel     1961 to 2015  
 
Milford Hill House, Milford Hill, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2QW 
Historic County:  
Wiltshire 

YHA Regions:  
Wiltshire, South-West, South 

GR: SU 149299 

 
Milford Hill House opened in spring 1961. It was a freehold purchase for £10,000, vested in the YHA Trust, and set 
up with the assistance of a grant from the Ministry of Education. As was so often the case with large houses acquired 
by the Association at this time, it was allowed to open before fully ready, self-caterers being admitted on a limited 
basis from 13th May 1961. The regional annual report of 1960 (issued late 1961) anticipated that the hostel would 
not be functioning fully until 1962 after work done over the winter. Mr and Mrs H Davies were the first wardens, 
though they stayed for only one year and Mr and Mrs S Evans followed on in 1962. 
 
There is a suggestion from Duncan Simpson that the large timber annexe to the rear might have been ex-army. It 
was made available from the outset, partly for staff (the left hand 4 rooms and central lounge) and partly for 
members (the right hand 4 rooms plus washrooms, etc). After a quarter of a century this was reported as in poor 
condition and refurbishment followed as part of YHA’s PDMP programme. The work was due in 1987, though 
seems to have been delayed for several years. The hut was reconfigured with three rooms each side of a central lounge 
for members, while the manager’s bungalow, at the right hand rear corner of the grounds, was altered for assistant 
staff use.  
 

 1  2  
Salisbury hostel on postcards – 1: Dixon colour card of about 1960; 2: sketch by Martyn Hanks, 2002 (YHA Archive) 

 
The Wiltshire County website describes the origins and history of the property as follows: 

Milford Hill House is a Grade II Listed Building, described as a ‘Circa 1830 villa set well back from the road, in a 
fine garden’. However, it does not appear on GO Lucas’s 1833 map of Salisbury, so it is a little later in date than 
1830. The listed building description states that there is a ‘Very fine cedar in front of [the] house’, and the tree is 
shown already mature on the 1854 Survey at 1:528 for the Board of Health. Unfortunately, the Census returns 
of 1841-1861 enumerate households in Milford either as ‘Milford’ or as ‘Milford Hill’, so it is impossible from 
our resources to say who lived there from the earliest days and, therefore, to suggest who might have 
commissioned the building.  
 

From 1871 the property is named in the Census returns, and it was by then the home of William Pinckney, one 
of two brothers related by marriage to the last survivor of the founding partners of the Salisbury Old Bank. 
Subsequently, William Pinckney lived in the house until his death on 19th September 1908, and his widow 
occupied the house until her death in May 1921. In 1922 the house was sold to the Revd Claud Brown, MA, and 
remained his residence until at least 1929. Kelly’s Directories from 1931 to 1937 record Major WM Robinson as 
the occupier, but from 1939 to 1953 there is no-one listed: did the property stand empty during this period?  
 

In 1953 the house is listed as Milford Hill Guest House, with Mrs HM Spence the proprietress, and it is stated to 
be ‘open all year’. There is no listing in the 1956 edition of Kelly’s, but by 1959 the house is the office of the 
Salisbury Youth Committee, when it was the venue for several youth groups. These included a coffee bar club, 
Scouts and Guides, the International Venture Club and the Physical Culture and Weightlifting Club. In 1962 
the Youth Hostels Association is listed; in the early 1990s it provided accommodation for around 20,000 people 
annually.  

 
Later wardens and managers were Mick Latimer, who arrived in 1980, followed by Duncan Simpson in 1990 then, 
in 1995 and for the final 20 years, Vince Buckley. 
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In 2015 Milford Hill House sported a heavy verandah to the front and right hand side. The front of the house was 
dominated in all views by a giant Lebanese Cedar tree. The ground floor of the house held the usual reception, 
dining, self-catering, lounge and utility areas. On the first floor there were ten bedrooms, ranging in size from one 
bed to 12 beds. The basement had not been publicly used for some years.   
 
Closure had been announced in 2011, despite good business, as the building needed considerable renovation work. 
Nevertheless, the hostel continued to perform well, right up to closure on 30th September 2015. 
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1-3: Milford Hill House, a youth hostel for over 50 years; 4: the annexe; 5: one-inch badge from the 1960s;  

6: Jerred House; 7: hostel stamp, 2013 (author’s photographs and collection, October 2013)  
 
Salisbury overflow Youth Hostel(s)     1971 for several years 
 
Jerred House, Godolphin School, Milford Hill, Salisbury, Wiltshire 
Historic County:  
Wiltshire 

YHA Region:  
South-West 

GR: SU 151300 
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Jerred House was used as a summer seasonal overflow hostel from the high season of 1971, using the boarding 
accommodation at an adjacent girls’ private school, located between Milford Hill House and the main Godolphin 
School buildings. Official reports of its use were rare, though the South-West Region annual report for 1973 
advised:  

Once again we have been grateful to the governors and headmistress of Godolphin School Salisbury, for making 
available to us Jerred House as a summer annexe to Salisbury YH. 

 
Duncan Simpson remembers from his days as manager at Salisbury hostel: 

The seasonal overflows came and went very quickly, often unrecorded because if there really was a lot of demand 
they didn’t need advertising. Salisbury was an example of that. YHA took accommodation from Godolphin 
school next door and anyone arriving signed in at the main hostel and then was told how to get to the school. 
The first season I was there we stopped using the overflow as it had proved to be too expensive. I’m not sure that 
it was Jerred House in the years immediately before we went to Salisbury.  It may have been another of 
Godolphin’s residences and my recollection was that the overflow ran for a shorter time.  We went there in 
December 1990 and so it must have been [from then] that it stopped. We started using tents instead on the lawn 
at the side of the hostel.  

 
The facility was used for a number of years, though not necessarily every summer, until about 1990. Another rare 
reference was made in the regional annual report of 1979 (this is likely to have been Jerred House again): 

A 40-bed temporary annexe was rented in 1979 as summer seasonal accommodation; availability was doubtful 
for 1980.  
  

Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1932-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-present: Mar to following Feb 

ß: probable hostel, Old Sarum;   ≈: Old Mill;   #: Castle Street;  ∞: Endless Street;   ∆: Milford Hill;  
*: 17 month period 

          

… 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… … open?ß open≈ open≈ open≈ 2111# 2837∞ 3210∞ open∞ 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
open∞? open∞? … … … … … … … … 

          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
… … … … … … … … … … 

          

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
… 2220∆ 5280∆ 6479∆ 6882∆ 8164∆ 8080∆ 8620∆ 8852∆ 10778∆ 

          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
10982∆ 13235∆ 16083∆ 16793∆ 19155∆ 17506∆ open∆ 17071∆ 18216∆ 17457∆ 

          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
18050∆ 17154∆ 16013∆ 14965∆ 17041∆ 18265∆ 18202∆ 19399∆ 20149∆ 21945∆ 

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
20632∆ 21013∆ 25860*∆ 17851∆ 17140∆ 18842∆ 19014∆ 19366∆ 19866∆ 19654∆ 

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
17905∆ 16503∆ 18148∆ 16940∆ 17837∆ 16143∆ 15847∆ 16797∆ 15624∆ 15172∆ 

          

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
14236∆ 14278∆ 16074∆ 15099∆ 15234∆ 9930∆ … … … … 

 
YHA is grateful to Vince Buckley and Duncan Simpson for extra historical information. 

 
© John Martin, 2020. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive 


