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compiled by the Association’s volunteer archivist, John Martin, rev2020-01-01   
 

Stow-on-the-Wold  Youth Hostel     1935 to 2015  
 
Y Bryn, The Square, Stow-on-the-Wold, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL54 1AF 
Historic County:  
Gloucestershire 

YHA Regions:  
Oxford, Midland, Central 

GR: SP 191258 

 
Y Bryn is a fine Grade-II listed townhouse, variously described as 16th or 17th century, on Stow-on-the-Wold’s 
main street, between two inns. An old leaflet describes the property as having been a Dwelling House, Chaise House 
(presumably for servicing chaise carriages) and Brew House.  
 

  
A lovely old postcard by Packer of Chipping Norton. This is almost certainly pre-war, judging by the curious but  

regularly-found 1930s term ‘Youths Hostel’, the handsome black and white enamel triangle sign and the iron railings  
that would surely have been appropriated in the war. Note also the porch, long since demolished (author’s collection) 

 
The youth hostel opened in 1935. At first it was an accommodation hostel, owned and equipped entirely by Mr 
Horne, with the region receiving one penny in every shilling (one twelfth of earnings).  In the first year there were a 
mere 16 beds, eight for each sex. Capacity rose to beds for 20 men and 20 women in the following year, and stayed at 
about that level for the rest of the decade.  
 

 
Extract from the 1937 YHA Regional Guide 
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Meals were served by Mr Horne from 1936: typically, breakfast for 1s.2d, packed lunch for 6d and supper for 1s.3d. 
 
The hostel was closed on the outbreak of war. It was then able to operate a little in 1940, but repeated requisitioning 
wore out the warden’s patience, and he decided to sell to YHA. Though the usefulness of a commandeered hostel 
may not have been immediately apparent, it was a wise decision on the part of Oxford Region to purchase the 
property for £1,850 on 13th February 1941 against peace-time needs. The hostel was vested in the YHA Trust. 
 
A national notice of 20th June 1940 was issued to state that the hostel was closed; it was requisitioned by the Sub-
Area Quartering Commandant, Burford, in September of that year.  Although unavailable for the rest of the war, a 
large loft was opened up in 1941 to increase potential accommodation to 80, though this capacity was never to be 
called for.  This loft may well have been the upper floor of the separate house to the rear of the property more 
recently used as the manager’s dwelling. 
 

It had been hoped to be ready to reopen at Whit 1946, but there were considerable delays: 
YHA’s claims for dilapidations after the military left were still not being met. Eventually the 
hostel reopened on 27th July 1946, through the great efforts of the warden, though with only 
30 beds. Typical for YHA after the ravages of wartime, a high wall fell into the next garden, 
drains went wrong and the catering license was delayed. The warden showed great fortitude 
through such biblical trials. Capacity rose to 55 in 1947 and 60 in 1948, after which there was 
little deviation until a reduction for increased comfort and privacy in more recent times.  

 
Mabel Pratt stayed in August 1947, recording in her diary: 

Stow YH is right in the centre of the town, an old stone house with thick walls and wide doors, newly done up in 
cream and green. 

 

 
 Stow-on-the-Wold youth hostel – another attractive postcard, but immediately post-war, by RA Postcards (author’s collection) 

 
By 1990, hostellers were accommodated in five dormitories, of 18, two 10s, two eights and one six. In the late 1990s 
Duncan Simpson was Operations Manager for the area, and more recently recalled: 

There is a separate building at the rear of the hostel where there is now staff accommodation. Formerly that was 
the self-catering kitchen with a large dorm above plus perhaps a staff bedroom. The large loft conversion of 1941 
may have been an early conversion of this building. 
 

A large project, with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund, opened up one wing of the main building, which 
had previously been the manager’s accommodation, revealing the impressive stair and the old entrance into the 
alley between the pub and the hostel (on the right hand side as you face the hostel from the square). Looking at 
the drop in overnights in 1998 (4856 in 1998) the work probably took place in 1997-98. It was a big and 
expensive project designed to open areas of the hostel that were previously never seen by guests. At the same time 
the manager’s accommodation moved down the garden.   

 
Many wardens and managers followed Mr Horne: amongst those recorded were the Yates after the war, the Newells 
in the mid 1950s, Mr and Mrs Les Hughes (who went on to warden Stainforth with distinction), the Locktons and 
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the Greenhalghes in the 1960s. The Marriotts, Earnscliffes, Bennets, Jane Lambert and the Wrights took the hostel 
from the 1970s towards the new millennium. Dawn Richard and finally Kayleigh Scott brought the story up to date. 
 
In 2014 YHA announced that Stow youth hostel was to close, citing the difficulties of converting such a venerable 
building to modern needs. It had its last night’s use on 30th September 2015, and was sold to the adjacent hotel. 
 

  
Stow-on-the-Wold youth hostel photographed about 1950 by R Day (YHA Archive); 

 

Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1935-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-present: Mar to following Feb 

W: Wartime closure;     *: 17 month period 
          

… 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… … … … … 555 1801 1921 2618 2318 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
775 W W W W W 1288 4300 5364 4487 

          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
4843 4953 4823 5103 4765 4829 4499 4338 4439 4440 

          

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
4380 4453 4697 4639 4520 4774 4591 4659 4599 5520 

          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
5982 5682 6185 6532 9013 10682 11332 11930 12576 12218 

          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
11306 9527 8583 8374 8088 8137 open 7556 open 7864 

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
7520 7317 8459* 5623 7389 7355 7824 7393 4856 7904 

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
8479 7892 8297 8782 8719 8628 8111 7142 6667 7727 

          

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
8382 8426 9147 8236 10201 6380 … … … … 
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 1: Stow hostel photographed about 1970 by volunteer warden George Miller. It is hard to imagine such a deserted Market 
Square nowadays (author’s collection); 2: there have of necessity been few changes to the façade of the listed Stow hostel  

in recent years, save an entrance lantern, modern signage, a notice board and rather better fitting sash windows;  
3-4: the rear face of the main building (2-4: author’s photographs, October 2013) 
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