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London Temporary, Seasonal and Short-Term Youth Hostels
There follows a description, in chronological order of opening, of the 35 or so London properties used by YHA that
could be described as temporary, seasonal or short-term youth hostels. A few may be spurious.
The overflow hostels of the post-war years came and went with almost bewildering regularity, especially the large
London County Council schools. Archive records for the London Youth Hostels Management Committee have
been checked where available, though there are many gaps in the full set of records. Furthermore, minutes and
memos are often sketchy, ambiguous and inconsistent. Some premises may have had slightly longer reigns.
Very few authentic contemporary photographs of the London temporary hostels have emerged; except where
otherwise described, the illustrations that follow are from retrospective visits to their locations, undertaken by the
author from 2013 to 2016. Further information has been provided by Len Clark, Graham Davies and Kevin
Flanagan.
Except for the unconventional Peckham annexe, and perhaps Trinity Square, all properties are thought to have been
rented by YHA for the duration. A few tenures were clearly defined in minutes, and have been indicated.

Trinity Square temporary youth hostel (men only)

1931 only

New Talbot House, 42 Trinity Square, London EC3
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 335808

New Talbot House is a late 18th-century Georgian dwelling close to the Tower of London. In the early 20thcentury it was the home of Tubby Clayton, chief pastor of Toc H, one of the bodies supporting the fledgling YHA.
YHA opened one of the first youth hostels here, in 1931, matching Toc H involvement elsewhere, at Liverpool,
Canterbury and Charing. These were gestures of support while YHA found its direction, rather than hostels in the
later sense.

42 Trinity Square – photograph by the author, January 2013
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There were limited facilities, for six men only, and between May and September 1931 there were known to be just
33 bednights; perhaps there were a few more in the outer months. The rooms may have been gifted or rented. The
website http://www.wakefieldtrust.org.uk/about-history.php gives a more detailed account of the building’s history.
Two temporary hostel were planned in 1933. It is unlikely that either was opened. The first plan was for Twickenham, at
St Felix, 121 Strawberry Vale, Twickenham, Middlesex, grid reference TQ 162723 approx. The 1933 handbook
advertised that negotiations were proceeding, but the October1933 supplement describes the hostel ambiguously as closed;
no other reference to the hostel has been found and it seems unlikely that it opened. Graham Davies advises that the
premises have since been demolished.
The second was for a temporary hostel for women, at the Danish YWCA, 65 Fellows Road, Hampstead, London NW3
grid reference TQ 268844 approx. Again, the 1933 handbook advertised that negotiations were proceeding. A 1950s
YHA file described as opened in that year only, though this is possibly a perpetuated mistake from the handbook and the
source is not conclusive. There is no record of its operation. Graham Davies advises that the premises have since been
demolished; a more modern building has been constructed on the site.

Alexandra Palace temporary youth hostel

1933 to 1934

The Welcome Club Rooms, Alexandra Palace, Wood Green, London N22
Historic County: Middlesex

YHA Region: London Region and National Council

Grid reference: TQ 296900

The Alexandra Palace summer seasonal hostel was YHA’s first real success in opening a large hostel in London. It
operated from 15th July to 30th September 1933 and from 30th June to 30th September 1934 and was situated in
the Welcome Rooms on the first floor in the south-east corner of the building.
The 100-bed hostel was operated jointly by the London Region and National Council; in 1933 there were more
than 1,000 bednights, with 386 foreigners and 11 nationalities. The 1933 National annual report claimed that the
premises would be replaced as soon as a position nearer Central London was found, but they were used again the
following year, as hopes for a permanent London hostel had faded; 1,300 stayed here in 1934. The advertising card
shown below offered meals, prepared for YHA members at special prices in a large restaurant on the ground floor.
The property was rented, the tenancy costing £48 and £47.9s for the two seasons. The warden’s salary was £11 and
£14. The temporary arrangements were replaced by the permanent Highgate hostel in late 1935 or 1936.
The original Alexandra Palace and its own railway branch had been opened to the public in 1873, but 16 days later a
fire almost completely destroyed the building. A new structure was built to replace it, opening in 1875. Parts of this
were destroyed in a further fire of 1980, later patched up. Renovation is a constant need and the funding of this has
led to many complexities.

Above left: an old postcard view of Alexandra Palace. Some years after the YHA left, another temporary youth hostel opened in
the grounds of the Park, below the Palace, at the Alexandra Park racecourse grandstand – see below;
right: an advertising card for the New Hostel allowed members to book beds and meals (including for vegetarians)
by returning the lower portion (author’s collection)
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Euston temporary youth hostel

1945 to 1946

23 Taviton Street, London WC1
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 297823

Taviton Street, Bloomsbury, was developed by Cubitt in the early 19th century, and
consists of tall terraced properties in the attractive late Georgian style.
The Association’s Great Ormond Street (London Central) hostel had to close for the majority of the war years,
leaving the regular Highgate hostel to soldier on as the sole London hostel through
most years, but in 1945, about March, Central reopened. At the same time, YHA
London Regional Office, which had operated from the nearby 23 Taviton Street since
1943, was able to provide an additional small hostel facility, named Euston, with a total
of 12 beds. A two-night limit was imposed at Taviton Street. The luxury of hot baths at
fourpence was advertised. 3,213 bednights were registered in 1945.
The following year London Region moved the office to 22 Gordon Square, allowing an
increase to at Euston 43 beds. The facility closed on 1st November 1946, but Central
London Group held a party there in December 1946 before vacating the premises. The
hostel was used an impressive 8,116 times in 1946 before October (almost as many as at
Central) and even 680 additional nights in October.
Right: author’s 2013 photograph of the handsome 23 Taviton Street

Tavistock Place temporary youth hostel

1947 only

5 Tavistock Place, London WC1
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 300824

In 1947 the Euston arrangement was switched to nearby Tavistock Place, but only as a seasonal hostel, unadvertised
nationally, to augment Great Ormond Street hostel. It operated in July and August only of that year, when 985
bednights were recorded. The premises also functioned as YHA offices.
5 Tavistock Place is a handsome grade I listed building of 1898. Mary Ward, the novelist and social reformer, was
the inspiration behind the endeavour to provide a centre of training, care and entertainment for the less fortunate in
society. For more information see the website: http://www.marywardhouse.com.

Tavistock Place in 2013 – author’s photograph
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Camden Town temporary youth hostel

1948 to 1950

Camden Working Men’s Club, 44 Crowndale Road, London
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 293834

Camden Working Men’s Club was a large red brick social centre, built 1904. It included many rooms devoted to
welfare and relaxation.
YHA initially used the premises from 26th July to 25th August 1948 as an emergency hostel for overseas visitors to
the Olympics, when 2,307 bednights were recorded. It was used again from 30th July to 26th August 1949 (2065
bednights), and from an unknown date to 26th August 1950 (1910 bednights), for men only. An undated woman’s
YHA membership card stamp shows that females were allowed to stay at the youth hostel at some point, however.
The property still fulfils a function as the Working Men’s College, though for women and men equally.

1

2 3
An early view of the Crowndale Road buildings, one of a series of postcard illustrations depicting comprehensive facilities for the
leisure and education of working people (author’s collection); 2&3 two recent views of this attractive property. The plaque was
laid by HRH the Prince of Wales in 1904 (author’s photographs, January 2013)
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Alexandra Palace Racecourse Grandstand temporary youth hostel

1948 and 1951

Alexandra Park, Wood Green, London N22
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 296896

This unusual, and no doubt basic, summer seasonal hostel was located in the ornate Victorian
racecourse grandstand. It was first advertised as operating for a bare fortnight from 30th July
to 12th August 1948 for the Olympic Games, though it actually ran for 18 nights, recording
1,733 bednights. It was revived for use from 7th to 22nd July and from 6th August to 9th
September 1951 for the Festival of Britain, with 2,186 bednights.
The Northern Star magazine of North London YHA Group, August 1948, ran the following article that explained
the Group’s involvement in the project:
The Alexandra Park hostel was hardly opened before we realised the full significance of the term ‘emergency’
hostel. A series of emergencies has given the [North London YHA] Group some training for the Alexandra Park
hostel and the Committee have dealt with the situation in a firm if unorthodox fashion. The hostel was due to
open on Thursday, 29th August, but on Wednesday evening we heard that various Americans and Indians had
arrived a day early and were on their way to Alexandra Park. Group members and overseas visitors arrived about
the same time and soon the hostel was open and running smoothly. In the morning the hostel was cleared and
locked by 8.20am. During the period the hostel has been open a large number of Group members have assisted in
various ways. The success of the Hostel was assured by the appointment as wardens of Mr and Mrs Pratt, or
Harold and Lucy as we all go to know them. They have put in a tremendous amount of work under difficult
conditions and have always been most helpful, cheerful and resourceful. It is certain that no better choice of
wardens could have been made and the Group looks forward to the day when Mr and Mrs Pratt will take over a
London hostel. The interest shown in the temporary hostel by Group members has been most encouraging to
the Committee and the visits by overseas hostellers to the Group HQ have been beneficial to the natives.
Nationals of over twenty countries have stayed at the hostel and we hope they have enjoyed their visit to Wood
Green; certainly we have enjoyed helping to run Wood Green’s own youth hostel…
During the period July 28th to August 8th youth hostellers from Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
England, France, Germany, Holland, India, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Morocco, Norway, New Zealand,
Scotland, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, the United States and Wales have stopped at Alexandra Park hostel…
Three hundred hostellers and friends were present at the International Night held at Alexandra Palace on
August 13th.

The grandstand is now demolished. Racing was established at Alexandra Park in 1868 and the last event was held
here in September 1970.

Early postcard view, showing the racecourse grandstand in the right middle distance, below the imposing Alexandra Palace
(author’s collection)
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Barnet Grove temporary youth hostel

1949 to 1956

Friends’ Centre, 36 Barnet Grove, Bethnal Green, London E2
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 341827

Graham Davies writes that the Friends Hall, 36 Barnet Grove, was the local branch of the Bedford Institute (as
advertised in 1944 in a Quaker newspaper). The Bedford Institute was a Quaker body given to alleviation of poverty
in the East End of London; it is now known as QSA (Quaker Social Action).
The summer seasonal hostel had accommodation for 30 and could cater for both sexes. It operated for a much
longer span of years than most temporaries: from 9th July to 28th August 1949 (1,389 bednights), from an
unknown date to 3rd September 1950 (973 bednights), from 28th July to 2nd September 1951 (720 bednights),
from 26th July to 30th August 1952 (931 bednights), from 25th July to 5th September 1953 (1,000 bednights),
from 24th July to 4th September 1954 (1,070 bednights), and also in 1955 (1,680 bednights) and 1956 (1,198
bednights).
The Friends Hall was closed 1957 and demolished. It was located on the corner of Ivimey Street and Barnet Grove,
an area now built over with flats.

Author’s photograph of the location of the original Friends’ Centre, Jan 2013

London Floating Hostel
A temporary floating hostel for London was suggested in 1950, and some preparation made, but it did not open.
YHA’s Bulletin of June 1950 and London Region News of December 1950 explained that the prospect of using an
available craft as a floating hostel was being explored: there were adaptations to be carried out and in addition London
Region had to find a home for it. Any member knowing of a suitable backwater, quiet river or canal should write to the
secretary.
This floating hostel idea came to nothing, though it was explored further with an unsuccessful plan on the River Ouse at
Piddinghoe, Sussex; a floating barge youth hostel was eventually successfully opened at Selby, Yorkshire (1966-82).
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Clapham temporary youth hostel, planned 1950
Clapham, London, SW12
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: entrances at TQ 287741 and TQ 288743

The Clapham location was one of the most unlikely and unorthodox prospects for a temporary youth hostel, a
government deep shelter in a massive underground complex. In 1948, after hostilities, the shelter was used to house
pioneer immigrants from the Empire Windrush after its passage from the Caribbean to Tilbury.
London Region News, June 1950, stated that there was a possibility of a temporary hostel in a 3,000 bed shelter near
the end of its War Office life. On 6th June the Daily Mirror reported that the premises were available temporarily by
special arrangement to YHA members for 5 shillings a night in a deal brokered by Jack Catchpool. It is not clear
how authentic this provision was for normal hostel use in YHA members’ terms. Graham Davies records that this
temporary measure was open for the duration of the YHA National Conference, 1950.
Len Clark remembers that the Clapham Underground shelter was Catch’s idea – thinking big. How much it was
used for the International Conference and Rally at Ashridge is uncertain, however. No YHA usage figures have
come to light.
The Clapham South Deep Shelter had a south entrance on the west side of Balham Hill, opposite Gaskarth Road
(now incorporated into a modern building, as in the first photograph below). The north entrance (second
photograph) was at the southern threshold of Clapham Common, and is being restored as a historical monument.
A similar temporary youth hostel was set up in the early 1960s within the historic subterranean Napoleonic defences
named Grandshaft, in Dover. That facility was used by at least 2,000 hostellers.

The two drum-shaped entrances to the Clapham underground complex (author’s photographs, January 2013)

For further historical information see: http://www.subbrit.org.uk/rsg/sites/c/clapham_south/index.html

Primrose Hill temporary youth hostel

1950 to 1951

1-3 Primrose Hill Road, London NW3
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 275841

Primrose Hill summer seasonal hostel was within a block of four houses, numbered 1-7. There were beds for men
and women, totalling 40, and operational periods were from an unknown date in 1950 until 10th September (3,210
bednights) and from 29th June to mid-September 1951 (9,175 bednights). Mr Bray was warden in 1951 at least.
Kevin Flanagan advises that the whole block has been demolished. The site today is part of a playground belonging
to St Paul’s Church of England school
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1

2

3
1: a postcard produced probably as part of a limited run, of Primrose Hill youth hostel
2: hostel stamp used for Primrose Hill hostel in the early 1950s (both author’s collection);
3: the block incorporating numbers 1-3 had been demolished by the time of this author’s photograph, January 2013
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Hoxton Hall temporary youth hostel

1951 to 1955

128A Hoxton Street, London N1
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 332831

It must have been remarkable for itinerant hostellers to find a temporary youth hostel located in a grade II-listed
Music Hall Theatre and associated rooms. The Hoxton Hall website describes the building of Hoxton Hall by
James Mortimer in 1863 for the humbler classes. Confusingly, and probably erroneously, a Youth Hosteller article of
June 1965 describes the Hoxton hostel as in a church hall.
The hostel was available from 26th July to 6th September 1951 (2,624 bednights), from 30th July to 3rd September
1952 (1,720), from 30th July to 7th September 1953 (2,251), from 23rd July to 2nd September 1954 (1,481) and in
1955 (1,620).
Light meals were available if ordered and paid for in advance. Annual reports make clear that the facility was not
used after 1955.

Left: the rather distinguished entrance to Hoxton Hall, in an area of East London recently much revived, thanks in part to its
inclusion on the London Overground network; right: the hostel entrance was a humbler affair in a side street, Wilkes Place
(author’s photographs, January 2013)

Swiss Cottage temporary youth hostel

1953 only

Windrush School, 55 Eton Avenue, London NW3
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 269844

55 Eton Avenue, Swiss Cottage, is an attractive and imposing red brick city mansion in a street of remarkably
idiosyncratic large dwellings. It has been used regularly as a school, and since 1994 has functioned as the Junior
Department of the Trevor-Roberts School, 57 Eton Avenue.
A temporary youth hostel opened here in two separate stints in 1953, first for the Coronation, from 30th May to
5th June, and then from 25th July to 6th September. 40 beds were provided and 2,705 overnights recorded.
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‘An attractive and imposing red-brick city mansion’ (author’s photograph, January 2013)

Ethelm House Annexe, Peckham unofficial youth hostel 1954 only
The address is thought to have been: 17 Lyndhurst Way, Peckham, London, SE15
Historic County: Surrey

Grid reference: TQ 3476 approx.

Occasionally, when YHA was experiencing great shortage of accommodation in the 1940s and 1950s, well-wishers
would offer rooms in their own houses as an overflow, and YHA seems not to have discouraged the practice. Such
unorthodox facilities are known to have operated in Oxford, York, and here at Peckham, at least. In Peckham and
Oxford bednight figures were officially recorded.
YHA’s London Region News of November 1954 described how Ian and Audrey Hetherington from the
International Group had used their flat, with garden and summerhouse, as a hostel. It was run much like a hostel
with hostel jobs and hours and recorded 182 bednights. The operational dates were 2nd to 22nd August.
Kevin Flanagan has determined the address through study of the electoral rolls. No photograph is yet available.

Ethelm House and St John’s Hall, Waterloo, temporary youth hostel

1954 to 1963

Ethelm House, Cornwall Road, Waterloo, London SE1
Historic County: Surrey

Grid reference: TQ 312799

St John’s Church Hall, Waterloo Road, London SE1
Historic County: Surrey

Grid reference: TQ 311800

This combination of hostels near to Waterloo Station was one of the most important temporary provisions
provided by YHA. There are numerous references to the overflow hostel locations between 1954 and 1963,
variously called Waterloo (or Ethelm House) and St John’s in minutes and memos of the London Youth Hostels
Management Committee, now held in the YHA Archive. There were two distinct properties, Ethelm House or
Waterloo, by Waterloo East station, and nearby St John’s Church or Church Hall. They were at first regarded
separately and later worked in tandem as ‘Waterloo’. They were for most of the time much the most significant of all
the temporary hostels in London that coped with the overflow from Highgate, Earl’s Court (and later on, from
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Holland House), until the coming of St Paul’s Choir School hostel in 1968 – itself regarded at first as a temporary.
(A separate profile of the St Paul’s youth hostel, also called Carter Lane and City of London, is provided in this
series).
Ethelm House was described as at the rear of the Union Jack Club, though on Cornwall Road might have described
it more clearly. It was the regular meeting place of the International Group, whose members included Ian and
Audrey Hetherington, mentioned above. The location was a
four-storey art-moderne square built brick structure with
contemporary-style curved extension to the rear right, the hostel
entrance. The plaque shown here, still in situ, commemorates the
opening of Ethelm House on 24th June 1939 by the
Ecclesiastical Commissioners as a social centre to serve the
contemporary flats adjacent.
St John’s Church was described in YHA documents both as church and church hall; it was built in classical style in a
prominent position at the south end of Westminster Bridge and consecrated in 1824. The church was badly
damaged in the Blitz of 1940 and remained ruined and open to the elements for 10 years. By 1951 it was repaired
and made available as a place for both religious and social service, and frequently a sanctuary for the deprived and
needy. In 2016 the enquiry desk at the church confirmed that it was frequently referred to as St John’s Hall, in view
of its social work.
The hostel history of the two sites is complex and described chronologically.
Ethelm House was first opened as a temporary summer hostel in August 1954 (2,476 bednights). The facility was
repeated in 1955 (4,309 bednights) and 1956 (5,356 bednights in 170 beds in one month). Other temporary hostels
in the vicinity, at Elephant and Castle and Lambeth, helped out in 1956-57.
A close neighbour, St John’s was first mentioned in 1957, when the two sites worked in tandem, perhaps for the first
time (6,087 bednights). The same arrangement applied in 1958, from 26th July to 6th September (5,085 men and
1,213 women); and again in 1959, from 26th July to 5th September (4,212 total), and in 1960, from 23rd July to
3rd September (5,193 total in 160 beds). 5,289 stayed in 1961.
From 1962, the temporary hostel was simply called St John’s Hall (Waterloo); accommodation at Ethelm House
appears to have been dropped. LCC schools had also been called upon by YHA from 1959, and perhaps provided a
better environment than the Cornwall Road site. 5,132 stayed at St John’s in 1962, from 2nd June to 8th
September, when 60 beds were in operation, and 3,979 in 1963, the final year of the Waterloo temporaries.

1 2
1: David Buxton was YHA’s London Region Secretary in the mid-1950s, and captured this very rare transparency
colour image of Ethelm House – or rather one of the hostel common room within the outbuilding to the rear.
Note the curved glazed wall typical of London architecture of the 1930s;
2: another of David Buxton’s transparency images, of a dormitory in an unknown part of the building.
The beds were presumably all constructed by YHA staff and volunteers each season, then packed away at Earl’s Court hostel
for another year). Army-style rucksacks and the ad hoc laundry arrangements adorn the scene (YHA Archive)
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While looking after these arrangements, David met Patricia, student and summer warden at the hostel, and they
were soon married. Patricia is seen in the first picture in the Youth Hosteller article below. She recently offered this
description of the two sites and the method of working them:
There were six wardens (four men and two women). 100 men were accommodated in Ethelm House, while 70
women slept in a redundant church [St John’s] across the road.

Very little significant publicity was afforded to the London temporaries of the 1950-60 period; an exception was this article in
the June 1958 Youth Hosteller magazine. Ron Cotton was one of the legions of YHA volunteers who cut their teeth on
supporting projects like the temporaries before he went on to manage Earl’s Court hostel in 1970 (YHA Archive)

Ethelm House has been empty for more than a decade, its last use being as a catering college of London South Bank
University. Once a fine example of its type, an urban cousin of Holmbury St Mary youth hostel, the building is now
in derelict condition, exacerbated by a fire in August 2009.

1 2
Ethelm House in a sorry state in January 2013. 1: the main building;
2: to the rear of Ethelm House was this small social centre, the subject of the YHA common room illustration
on page 11(author’s photographs)

St John’s Church, by contrast, is flourishing. The multi-use centre is used for religious services, by various social
groups and for a wide variety of arts purposes including orchestral concerts.
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1 2

3 4
St John’s Waterloo. 1&2: interior, before the blitz and recently;
(1: by courtesy of St John’s Church; 2-4: author’s photographs, August 2014)
3&4: St John’s Waterloo – a fine façade, with its Doric columns. The spire has been called the ugliest in London, however
(author’s photographs, August 2014)

Elephant and Castle temporary youth hostel 1956 to 1957
Crossway Central Mission, New Kent Road / Gurney Street, London
Historic County: Surrey

Grid reference: TQ 322789

The 1952 OS 25-inch map TQ3278 shows the Crossway Central Methodist Hall where the temporary youth hostel
was later to operate. It was located on the south side of New Kent Road, between Chatteris Square and Gurney
Street, directly opposite Falmouth Road. In the years after the YHA used the Hall, the entire area, with its closepacked terraced properties, was swept away in favour of a neo-brutalist housing scheme, the Heygate Estate, opened
in the 1970s. A new Crossway Church was built in 1973 a little further east on New Kent Road. The Heygate Estate
has in turn recently been demolished in favour of more modern housing styles.
The hostel had 60 beds. 1,685 members stayed in 1956 and 2,179 in 1957. The 1958 London Regional annual
report states that it did not operate in that year, as the new Holland House hostel had already opened. For a little
more, see: http://www.crosswaychurch.org.uk/history.htm.
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1 2
1: in this image of 2013 the 1973 Crossway Church stands a little way to the right of the site of the old Crossway Central
Methodist Hall, demolished in favour of the brutalist tower blocks that dwarf it. All is now been replaced by smaller scale
housing; 2: the site of 148 Kennington Road, the women’s hostel in Lambeth, replaced by flats called Culpeper Court
(author’s photographs, January 2013)

Lambeth (women only) temporary youth hostel 1956 to 1957
Vauxhall Civil Defence Centre, 148 Kennington Road, London SE11
Historic County: Surrey

Grid reference: TQ 312788

It is not clear whether the Crossway temporary hostel in 1956-57 was for men only, but a hostel for women only was
operating in Lambeth for those two summer seasons. In 1956 it opened from 15th July to an unknown date, and
1,206 females stayed. The following year (when it was called Kennington) 1,257 stayed. As with Crossway, it was
not required in 1958.
148 Kennington Road was situated on the south-west corner of Walnut Tree Walk (where a later temporary hostel
operated) and Kennington Road. It has since been demolished and replaced by flats called Culpeper Court.
See also: www.rootsandshoots.org.uk/about-us/roots-and-shoots-history/
Between 1958 and the early 1970s the yearly locations of summer seasonal hostels were especially fluid and not
always clear from patchy records:
Ethelm House Waterloo and two others, according to the LYHMC, [Park Walk? and St John’s Hall?] were available
in 1958. A Youth Hosteller article stated that three summer seasonal hostels were open in Summer 1959 –
(Waterloo, Park Walk and ? – possibly the second Waterloo premises at St John’s Hall).
In 1960 there were more than 10,000 bednights at summer seasonal hostels – in that year two large schools were used
[1963ar] [11,463 at Waterloo (not a school), unrecorded at Buckingham Gate and 6270 at Park Walk]. St Philip
Magnus School (later to become a campus for SOAS) was used, apparently only in 1963.
Buckingham Gate, Marlborough School and the Oval were available in 1964. There were temporaries in 1965 at
Buckingham Gate, St Mary Abbott and St Mathias, continuing in various patterns up to 1968. Charlotte Charman
School was used in 1967 to 1969, and possibly 1970. Vauxhall Manor and Walnut Tree Schools were listed in 1971,
and may have continued after that.
There were no summer seasonal hostels in London 1974-79 and 1982-83, according to LYHMC reports.
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Park Walk temporary youth hostel 1959 (possibly earlier) to 1962
Park Walk, Chelsea, London
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 266776

Once Holland House hostel had opened in 1958, it was thought that temporary summer overflows would be a thing
of the past, and there was even a theory expressed in London Youth Hostel Management Committee minutes that
Earl’s Court would be surplus to needs.
The reality was that overflow accommodation was needed in larger and larger amounts until finally the huge St
Paul’s Choir School hostel was made available in 1968, and now YHA was to turn to large LCC schools. The first of
these was at Park Walk School, Chelsea. No reference to it can be found in 1958 but it may have operated then. In
1959 150 beds were provided there and 4,430 overnights were recorded. In 1960 the beds were augmented to 200,
allowing 6,270 to stay. By 1961 the hostel had surpassed in importance the combined Waterloo and St John’s sites,
with 5,700 bednights, while 8,667 were accommodated in 1962 – apart from Primrose Hill the largest contingent
for a temporary hostel to that date.

Park Walk School, now Primary School (author’s photographs, January 2013)
London Region News 214, June 1959
THE LONDON TEMPORARIES, by Ian Kirby
Last October, the London Hostels Management Committee took over from London Region the running of all
the hostels in the metropolis. To every reader of this magazine, this will mean Holland House; to the member of
yesteryear, it will also bring Earl’s Court and Highgate to mind; but unless I am very much mistaken, few will
realise that a part of the work of this new Committee will be the running, for about six weeks in the summer, of
what are known as the London Temporary Hostels.
For many years, London has been in need of a really good hostel to accommodate the hundreds of hostellers who
pour into the capital every day of the summer in search of a bed. When there were only a hundred or so beds to
cope with a rush that often rose to three hundred or more, London Region had to do something to meet the
need; and thus it was that, immediately after the war, a search was instituted to find premises which could be
hired for a short period, from the end of July to the beginning of September each year, to provide at least a bed
for those who wanted to spend a few days here before returning home, whether to Yorkshire or the Yukon,
Devon or Denmark, Italy or Iceland. For the last twelve summers this has been done, the accommodation
varying from parish halls to Civil Defence Centres, and including youth club premises, a Working Men’s College
and a race course: in fact, the only unifying factors have been the YHA sign and a close adherence to the
minimum comforts allowed by International agreement!
MIDNIGHT STEAK AND CHIPS
Wardening a London Temporary Hostel is an experience that many have undertaken with surprisingly few
regrets. It differs very considerably from that carried on by the majority of our wardens: there are no meals to
prepare, apart from one’s own, and no doubt some will recall sitting down to steak and chips at midnight, with all
the hostellers (one hopes) safely tucked up and sleeping the sleep of the just, and not a great deal of cleaning and
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associated jobs. On the other hand, how many wardens can have been subjected to ‘Where is the thing you bolt
the bed securely with because I nearly fell out last night’ in any of a dozen different languages: or to opening up to
a London policeman at 1.30am because somebody had arrived from Timbuktu and hadn’t got a bed? There has
certainly been no lack of variety for those who have undertaken this job in the past!
It may perhaps seem that these hostels, so unlike Holland House, are now to be a thing of the past. Surely we
have now enough room to accommodate each and all of our summer visitors? Surprisingly enough, this is not so.
Though in the rest of the country we are beginning to see, with regret, a slight drop in the number of bednights
recorded per annum, this is by no means true of the capital. In fact, last summer, when Holland House was
already providing 100 beds in the new block, our two Temporary Hostels were filled to capacity (and that means
180 beds) on the first night they were opened. The keynote this year will not be a close-down: on the contrary,
we shall be expanding, to 300 beds or more!
WE SEND A POSTCARD
The organising of the hostels, maintenance of equipment, wardening, and all the hundred-and-one other jobs,
are done partly by a very few of the local groups of the region, and partly by individual volunteers who have come
to hear about these hostels from one source or another. And, by the way, a postcard to the Regional Office will
always bring further information to any who are interested in helping in any way. At any rate: if you come to
London in August and cannot get a bed in Holland House, you will probably find yourself directed, along with
dozens of others, to a Community Centre near Waterloo, where you will find half a dozen ordinary members
who are both learning what life is like from the other side of the warden’s desk, and also doing their best to find
the twenty hostellers in the queue before you the last twenty beds in the hostel.

King’s Cross temporary youth hostel

1963 only

Probable location: Sir Philip Magnus School, Vernon Square, Penton Rise, King’s Cross, London
Historic County: Middlesex Grid reference: TQ 308829

LYHMC notes refer to King’s Cross, or Sir Philip Magnus, hostel, open in 1963 only, from 27th July to 27th
August, a one-year replacement for Park Walk, with 240 beds. 4,952 stayed in a little over 4 weeks, in a ratio of 75%
male, 25% female. 93% were foreign members, 7% YHA.
Vernon Square School had been built by the London County Council in 1913–16, a typically institutional massive
brick building, influenced by the London School Board’s architect, TJ Bailey. It was built on a wedge plan, to fit the
triangular site, with the two long wings facing Penton Rise and the Baptist Church. There are few ornamental
features.

Right: the SOAS buildings in September 2014 (author’s photograph)
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The school was originally differentiated by storey, infants below the boys, the girls above, having use of a roof
playground behind the parapets.
The main building was made a secondary school in 1949, and renamed Sir Philip Magnus School in 1952. This
closed in 1979–80, the site becoming part of Kingsway Princeton College in 1983. In 1999 it was acquired by the
University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) to be its second campus.

Buckingham Gate temporary youth hostel

1963 to 1969

Wilfred Street, Buckingham Gate, London SW1
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 292793

A summer seasonal hostel first opened here in 1963; it reopened on 25th July 1964 for five weeks and was used for
seven consecutive seasons. At first 250 beds were provided at this LCC school, and 5,000 to 6,000 stayed in each of
the first five seasons. Numbers dipped in 1968-69, when fewer beds (200, then 192) were deemed necessary.

1 2
1: this grainy image of Buckingham Gate temporary hostel appeared in the Youth Hosteller, June 1965.
It showed the rear of the building, on Wilfred Street (YHA Archive);
2: more recently the building has become the St James Park Centre of Westminster Kingsway College,
which fronts on to the parallel Castle Lane (author’s photograph of January 2013)

Marlborough School temporary youth hostel 1964 (and perhaps beyond)
Probable location: Marlborough Primary School, Draycott Avenue, Chelsea, London SW3 3AP
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 274786

A hostels return sheet for 1964 shows Marlborough School, London, effectively replacing St John’s Hall, Waterloo,
as a temporary hostel. 6,125 overnights were recorded in that year, 5,191 of which were by members of hostel
associations other than YHA. It may have been used in later years.
If the hostel was at Marlborough Primary School on Draycott Avenue, opened in 1878, that location was recorded
above in August 2014 as a typical LCC three-storey brown-brick block with red facings. The school was reported
locally as due for major refurbishment in that year.
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Marlborough Primary School was the probable location of the 1964 temporary hostel

The Oval temporary youth hostel

1964 (and perhaps beyond)

Alford House, Kennington Oval, Kennington, London
Historic County: Surrey

Grid reference: TQ 310782

This temporary hostel was helpfully referred to as both the Oval and Alford House summer seasonal hostel in
LYHMC records for 1964. A Youth Hosteller article of June 1965 described the premises as a Youth Club Hall,
with about 100 beds. There were 2,047 overnights in 1964. It may have been used again in 1965.
Alford House was formerly the Moffat Institute, damaged in World War II and converted to its present youth club
use in 1950. It is held under Trust by the YMCA.

These views of Alford House were recorded in August 2014. The property would no doubt have converted readily to basic youth
hostel requirements (author’s photographs)

St Mary Abbot School temporary youth hostel

1965 (and perhaps 1966 and 1967)

Thought to be at St Mary Abbot’s C of E Primary School, 2 Kensington Church Court, London W8 4SP
Historic County: Middlesex Grid reference: TQ 255796
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Summer seasonal hostels came and went with almost bewildering regularity after the closure of the Waterloo
arrangements in the early 1960s. Another temporary was opened in 1965, at St Mary Abbot School just off
Kensington High Street. This would have been ideally placed for supplementing the crowded Earl’s Court and
Holland House hostels, and the salubrious neighbourhood would no doubt have pleased its users.

Recent views of St Mary Abbot’s School, now a primary school. The second shows the pleasant rear of the building
(author’s photographs of March 2016)

There were 5,824 overnights in 1965, but the hire of the Oval and St Mary Abbot may have been extended beyond
that year – records are indecisive. In 1966 there were three schools leased by YHA as temporary accommodation,
only one of which has been identified – Buckingham gate. St Mary Abbot, the Oval, or another hostel at St Mathias
(qv) may have between them provided the other two. In 1967 there were again three schools leased by YHA as
temporary accommodation, only two of which have been identified – Buckingham Gate and Charlotte Sharman
(qv). St Mary Abbot or St Mathias may have been the other one.

A further streetside view of St Mary Abbot’s School in March 2016. The school and the park to the rear provide a peaceful
respite from the bustle of Kensington High Street, adjacent (author’s photograph)

St Mathias temporary youth hostel

1965 (and perhaps 1966 and 1967)

The brief mention of a temporary hostel at St Mathias is insufficient evidence for its location. These three
properties are suggested as potential sites:
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St Mathias Church Hall, Stoke Newington, London N16 8DD
St Mathias School, Bacon St, Bethnal Green, London E2
St Mathias Community Centre, Woodstock Terrace / Poplar High Street, London
St Mathias was a summer overflow hostel in 1965, when 4,125 overnights were recorded. As outlined above, this
hostel may have provided one of the trio of sites in 1966 and 1967.

Charlotte Sharman School temporary youth hostel 1967 to 1969 (and possibly 1970)
Charlotte Sharman School, St George’s Road, West Square London SE11 4SN
Historic County: Surrey

Grid reference: TQ 316791

Another LCC school used in the 1960s was Charlotte Sharman School. It earned 6,360 bednights in 1967, 4,548 in
1968 and 5,024 in 1969. 1969 was probably the final year of operation, though 1970 remains an outside possibility:
in that year Buckingham Gate and Charlotte Sharman schools may have been replaced by Vauxhall Manor and
Walnut Tree schools, or others; evidence of which were used is missing, though 10,666 bednights were recorded
then, suggesting the use of two hostels in 1970.

The substantial premises of the Charlotte Sharman Junior School in South London remain in use today
(author’s photograph of 2015)

Vauxhall Manor School temporary youth hostel

1971 only (though possibly 1970 to 1973)

Vauxhall Manor School, Lawn Lane, Vauxhall, London SW8 or Kennington Road, SE11
Historic County: Surrey

Grid reference: TQ 305777

A summer seasonal hostel was recorded as operating at Vauxhall Manor School in 1971, when it accrued 5,550
bednights. As noted before, 1970 may have been its initial year. 1972 and 1973 may have figured too.
There is a little doubt over the Vauxhall Manor School location. The first grid reference, TQ 305777, is for the
former Lawn Lane School for Girls, built 1908, thought to be the main site from 1957 of the newly amalgamated
Vauxhall Manor Comprehensive School. However, the former Kennington Manor School for Girls, Kennington
Road (Grid reference TQ 312779) became an annexe of Lawn Lane on amalgamation. This was also built 1908. The
youth hostel may thus have been at either site. Both were substantial school premises and have more recently been
turned into gentrified flats.
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The Lawn Lane site, with its proud crest, as photographed in January 2013 by the author. The impressive building has been
turned into up-market flats, like many other LCC schools

Walnut Tree School temporary youth hostel

1971 only (though possibly 1970 to 1973)

Walnut Tree School, Walnut Tree Walk, London SE11
Historic County: Surrey

Grid reference: TQ 310789

Walnut Tree School was yet another London County Council Education Committee property hired by YHA for
the summer season. In 1971 the hostel recorded 5,080 bednights, though there is as yet a gap of information for
1970 and 1972-73 and this site may have been used then too.
Typically, the property is a substantial 3-storey brown brick-built school. In 2013 the Walnut Tree Walk Primary
School was housed here.

Walnut Tree School, photographed by the author in January 2013
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Hackney temporary youth hostel

1980 to 1981

Thought to have been at the Gatehouse Learning Centre, Sewardstone Road, Victoria Park, Hackney,
London
Historic County: Middlesex Grid reference: TQ 355832

The provision of St Paul’s former Choir School, at first as a temporary hostel in 1968, then as a more serious
permanent and fully advertised facility from 1975, slowed up the need for summer seasonal hostels thereafter.
Nevertheless, there was a further mild flurry of temporaries in 1980 and 1981.
A 140-bed hostel variously described as Hounslow, Gatehouse School or Bethnal Green was referred to in memos
and Hostelling News in 1980; it accumulated 4,766 bednights. Wightwash Magazine of August 1980 described its
classification under the new grading system as Superior, though its trade was restricted enough to enable it to be
registered as non-VAT. 2,081 overnights followed in 1981.

The Hackney premises at Gatehouse Learning Centre were photographed by the author in November 2017

Hounslow temporary youth hostel

1980 only

Thought to be at the former Hounslow Community Centre, Montagu Road, Hounslow
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 137756 (church), TQ 137757 (St John’s)

The Hounslow hostel premises are thought to have been located in this church or in the adjacent red-brick hall –
photographed by the author in November 2017

22

This temporary hostel joined forces with Hackney, one at either side of the central part of London, for the 1980
season, though Hounslow was much smaller at 62 beds. It was located at Staines Road, Hounslow (near the junction
with Bath Road), thought to be a close descriptive approximation for premises on Montagu Road, once a church and
an associated building to its left, where now a private business and the Hounslow Community Centre with St John’s
Ambulance facility combined are located. 2,063 overnights were registered here, but only in 1980 – its place was
taken by the larger Earlsfield in 1981.
Like Hackney, it was designated as a Superior non-VAT hostel.

Earlsfield temporary youth hostel 1981 only
In the Garratt Lane area of Wandsworth. (Thought to be Earlsfield House, 29 Swaffield Road, SW18, on
the corner of Garratt Lane and Swaffield Road)
Historic County: Surrey

Grid reference: TQ 259737

Thanks to Kevin Flanagan for his research on this site, aided by information from Neil Robson of Wandsworth Local History
Society

A temporary hostel at a site in Earlsfield, now thought to be Earlsfield House, replaced Hackney and Hounslow in
1981 only, when there were 2,763 overnights. Breakfast and snack meals were provided. It was graded Superior and
had 120 or 130 beds and a car park. Wightwash Magazine for August 1981 explained cheerfully that there were no
showers, but many baths.
Earlsfield House lies on the northeast corner of Garratt Lane and Swaffield Road. It was built between 1903 and
1908 as the Wandsworth Union Intermediate School, and was so used until 1930. Between 1931 and 1953 the
LCC used it as a children’s receiving home. The LCC then used it as a reception centre for boys under the age of 12
who were on remand. In 1964 Wandsworth Council took it over, and it finally closed in 1981. This date and the
style of the property tie in precisely with YHA’s solitary summer season.

This busy Edwardian scene, depicted on a postcard, shows Garratt Lane in the Wandsworth area of South London.
Earlsfield House is the large building at a splayed angle on the right hand side, and survives to the present day
(author’s collection)
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White Hart Lane temporary youth hostel

1985 to 1991

All Saints Hall of Residence, White Hart Lane, London N17
Positional note: the hostel brochure sketch map placed the hostel approximately to the east of College Road.
Historic County: Middlesex Grid reference: TQ 335915

By the early 1980s London was operating with five full-time youth hostels: Highgate, Earl’s Court, Holland House,
St Paul’s and the large new hostel (1980) at Hampstead Heath. This might have seemed enough to cater for the
huge numbers of backpackers, BritRail Pass users and groups descending on the capital from all quarters of the globe
in the summer. No temporary hostels operated in 1982-84, but the respite was only temporary, and a new type of
hostel emerged in 1985 with the opening of two student halls of residence for Middlesex Polytechnic at All Saints,
White Hart Lane, and at Wood Green, during their fallow summer months. Bookings were made to Hampstead
Heath.
Relatively few statistics have emerged for these two hostels. At either, a hostel overnight cost £4.55 in 1985. YHA
operated both for seven seasons up to 1991, in which year the closing date was 31st August.
White Hart Lane was a modern student hall of residence for the local Polytechnic, of which the College of All Saints
became part in 1978. It closed in 2005. The building was relatively modern when YHA opened here on 8th July
1985; it catered for 5,829 before it closed on 7th September that year. Thereafter, the statistics have not been
discovered. The accommodation was in 170 single study-rooms. TV and utility rooms were available.
Kevin Flanagan notes that the whole site has been demolished and recently rebuilt as Haringey Sixth Form Centre.
Web resource: http://edithsstreets.blogspot.co.uk/2012/05/moselle-river-tottenham_15.html

1 2
1: a 1985 leaflet for White Hart Lane hall of residence hostel, no doubt given out at Hampstead Heath (YHA Archive)
2: White Hart Lane youth hostel, proudly displaying its triangle crest (photograph by C Benson, by permission Graham Davies)

Wood Green temporary youth hostel

1985 to 1991

Wood Green Halls of Residence, Brabant Road, London N22.
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 308903

Wood Green was the partner summer seasonal hostel to White Hart Lane. A modern student hall of residence for
Middlesex Polytechnic, it was built across the path of the old LNER Palace Gates railway branch. The self-catering
hostel provided 157 single rooms. There were the attractions of a TV room, darts and pool and use of the kitchen.
It too opened in 1985, when there were 8,149 bednights, but unlike White Hart Lane, it also operated at Easter, at
least in that first year. In the summer the dates were as White Hart Lane. It was almost certainly rented. Like its
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partner, statistics and methods of workings were sparse, though there were 24,811 overnights at the two hostels
combined in 1989. It lasted, probably, to mid-September 1991.
A hostel standards committee memo of September 1990 reported that the main problem at Wood Green was
booking in, as overseas bookings weren’t always taken up. Colin Johnson, overseeing manager, remembers that
Wood Green was better appointed than White Hart Lane.

1 2
1: the Wood Green premises were little changed when photographed by the author in February 2013;
2: a similar leaflet to White Hart Lane’s, first issued in 1985

Victoria temporary youth hostel

1989 to 1990

1 Ambrosden Avenue, London SW1
Historic County: Middlesex

Grid reference: TQ 293790

Victoria temporary hostel marked the end of a long line of functional additional accommodation facilities in the
capital, stretching back 60 years. It was in a six-floor brick-built Victorian mansion block at the south-east corner of
Ambrosden Avenue, close to Westminster Cathedral. An internal memo described the provision as a short-term
answer to a chronic lack of youth hostel capacity in London, but also, significantly, it would fill the gap created by
the lengthy planned closure for refurbishment of St Paul’s hostel at the very stage when that property was making
the final transition from any residual poor-relation status (an impression that had lingered since its fist use in 1968)
to a fully-fledged, modernised youth hostel (fittingly, St Paul’s forms the subject of a fully-fledged hostel profile).
Number 1 Ambrosden Avenue was rented by YHA, and opened in 1989, the lease being of unpredictable duration.
One contemporary account stated that the hostel opened in time for the summer, with 96 beds. Sleeping
accommodation was provided on four floors. Unusually for the properties in this profile, and reflecting its usefulness
as St Paul’s stand-by, it would be open right through the winter until 31st March 1990 at least, after which the
Regional Office should be contacted.
In a memo of late 1989: Hostel Development – London, Arthur Meaby, chairman of the London Youth Hostel
Executive, gave some details slightly at variance with the foregoing:
We managed to obtain this building from April 1989, as a 116-bed hostel, which comprised mainly single
bedded rooms, for an initial period of six months. The period has been extended, but we will have to leave at the
end of June 1990. This hostel achieved 88% bed usage without its being in the hostel guide, and created £56,152
hostel surplus during the six months it was open in the 1988/89 financial year.

In fact it remained open until November 1990. YHA inspections of the time regarded it as a time-worn property, a
description belied nowadays by the block’s smart gentrification. Nevertheless, a Hostel Standards Committee memo
as late as September 1990 stated that £10,000 had been spent on the Victoria hostel; a sum justified by the amount
coming in. Overnights for 1989 and 1990 are not extant, but they must have been significant to earn this comment.
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1 2
Victoria temporary youth hostel, the last of a long line.
1: Ian Shaw took this photograph during a visit to the hostel. YHA triangle signs are visible either side of the arched doorway,
which makes more than a passing reference to the grandiose arched entrance at the nearby Westminster Cathedral;
2: the carefully preserved arched entrance over 20 years later, in January 2013 (author’s photograph)

Ken Lester was the long-standing warden of St Paul’s hostel, and greatly involved in the setting up of Victoria to
provide some kind of alternative while his own hostel was closed for its refurbishment. He describes how, before
YHA took on the running of Victoria, it had been used as a hostel for workers, mainly in the catering trade, who had
been paying £4pw for board and lodgings. The manager at Victoria hostel is thought to have been Carol Hancock.

Tailpiece
In 2019 full-time YHA hostels in London (and nearby Lea Valley) number seven, compared with the five in 1990
(Highgate, Earl’s Court, Holland House, St Paul’s and Hampstead Heath), when just under 900 beds were
provided. Of the present network, five have been opened since the Victoria temporary arrangement, and all have
been extensively modernised. Today’s
YHA in the capital provides over 1,400
beds, and will be supplemented further
with the 850-bed Stratford hostel,
presently being commissioned. Yet it
should be remembered that the humble
summer temporaries helped satisfy the
phenomenal rise in demand for youth
hostel accommodation in London.

Left: young assistants looking after a
consignment of bed parts and mattresses
at Buckingham Gate temporary hostel
in the 1960s
(photo courtesy Ken Lester, YHA Archive)
John Martin, 2020. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive
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