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Eastbourne Youth Hostels 
 
In 1935, in YHA’s early days, an accommodation youth hostel (similar to today’s Enterprise hostels) opened at Ash 
Farm, Jevington, 3½ miles northwest of the current Eastbourne hostel. A similar YHA hostel functioned by courtesy 
of the YMCA in the town of Lewes from 1932.  
 
After both Jevington and Lewes closed in 1946, there were various ideas for post-war replacements on the eastern 
South Downs to cope with the upsurge in hostelling. There was a flourish of at least three such schemes, hatched 
about 1950, that took up some council time before being trumped by a firm offer of a free gift. In 1950-51 the 
former Belle Tout lighthouse at Birling Gap was considered as a hostel prospect. Eastbourne Corporation was keen 
to offer a 99-year lease at a nominal sum, but the level of reconstruction required made it impractical. The gift in 
1952 from HM Treasury’s National Land Fund of Frog Firle House, Alfriston, partially served the immediate needs 
of this area before the development of a hostel in Eastbourne itself.  

 
Eastbourne (Club House) Youth Hostel     1974 to 2004  
 
East Dean Road, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN20 8ES 
Historic County: Sussex YHA Regions: Southern, South GR: TV 587990 
 
In 1974 YHA accepted the leasehold, offered in 10-year spans, from Eastbourne County Borough on a former golf 
clubhouse on the western outskirts of Eastbourne. It was called variously Beachy Head or Eastbourne hostel, the 
former name being prominent up to about 1990. 
 

  
The new Eastbourne hostel in 1974.  

‘Transformation! Hostellers who saw the old golf club house at Beachy Head when it was boarded up against  
vandals may have difficulty in recognising this picture of Beachy Head youth hostel, already proving popular.  

As National Office report that membership is rising, new hostels should not be short of visitors’  
(article and photograph in Hostelling News, Summer 1974) 
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The new hostel was introduced on 1st April 1974, with an official opening on 7th September. The clubhouse was 
converted to hold 40 beds. Towards the end of 1975 a Kingston YHA Group weekend working party brought a 
dramatic improvement to the appearance of the hostel.  
 
Initially, for a brief period, meals were provided, though the hostel soon became self-catering only. Wardens in the 
1970s included Peter and Joan Allen, Mick and Carol Rock, Mr K Latchford and Brian Martin.  
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1: the newly refurbished Eastbourne Clubhouse hostel, photographed in the mid-1970s by George Miller (author’s collection); 
2: the hostel attractively photographed during the winter of 1998-99. Note the considerable rebuilding of the front portion  
of the building as well as to the dorms. The steep, restricted site is well illustrated in this shot, taken from the main road  

(YHA Archive) 
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In the 1980s those in charge included Dave Hutton, Matthew Codd and Nigel Reed. Simon Goldfinch and Avril 
and Peter Haugvik managed Eastbourne in the following decade. The accommodation had been downsized to 32 by 

1997, though there were still three large dormitories of 14, 10 and eight beds. Camping was 
allowed from time to time. YHA News of spring 1998 announced that Eastbourne hostel now 
had all small rooms, full central heating, and plenty of showers and WCs, making a very 
comfortable small hostel. The capacity had been reduced slightly to 30 beds: one 2-bed, four 
4-bed and two 6-bed.  
 
Left: 1974 hostel stamp, collected by Lincolnshire member CW Maitland (YHA Archive) 
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These photographs of the original Eastbourne hostel’s interior date from the earlier 1990s, before the 

refurbishment, and were prepared as publicity material for the relatively new ‘Escape To’ hostel renting scheme.  
1: accessed directly from the double entrance doors, the single-depth common room space featured a  
prominent central fireplace feature, standard issue easy chairs and regulation hard-wearing carpet; 

2: simple self-catering facilities; 3: a rather crowded hostel dormitory (YHA Archive)  
 
Stan Dock, a long-standing manager in the South-eastern area, brought the hostel into the new millennium. The 
hostel functioned for 30 years, but was peremptorily closed on 29th January 2004 after suffering a casual but 
devastating arson attack in the early hours of that night.  
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Eastbourne (new) Youth Hostel     2009 to present  
 
East Dean Road, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN20 8ES 
Historic County: Sussex   GR: TV 587990 
 
For some years after 2004 it appeared that there would be no replacement for the fire-damaged clubhouse, but at last 
a new building of modern construction was provided on the same footprint, thanks to YHA’s insurance cover. The 
site was described as a triangular plot on the Corner of East Dean Road and the public footpath that leads directly to 
the South Downs Way, just beyond the edge of the built-up development of Eastbourne, and with trees to all 
boundaries. The single-storey building was cut into the site to reduce the profile. The lower walls were clad in stone, 
with horizontal boarding to the upper walls. A roof of standing seam metal construction has been employed.   
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Interior features of the 2009 hostel. 

1: a small but functional reception space near the entrance; 2: fully equipped modern self-catering facilities;  
3&4: cheerful public spaces (YHA publicity images) 

 
Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 

1974-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-present: Mar to following Feb 
¶:  Eastbourne (Club House) Youth Hostel;     ∆: Eastbourne (new) Youth Hostel; 
*: 17 month period;    +: notional figure included for exclusive hire and/or camping  

          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
… … … … 4148¶ 6408¶ 5508¶ 5496¶ 5073¶ 5500¶ 

          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
5309¶ 5155¶ 4812¶ 5877¶ 6001¶ 6183¶ 5892¶ 5503¶ 5195¶ 4848¶ 

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
4626¶ 3619¶ 5512*¶ 4099¶ 4507¶ 4490¶ 3863¶ 4031¶ 4573¶ 5098¶ 

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
4758¶ 4746¶ 3763¶ 3826¶ … … … … … 2639∆ 

          

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
4322∆ 6529∆+ 6536∆+ 6664∆+ 6221∆+ 6967+∆ 7409+∆ 7142+∆ 6736+∆ 6727+∆ 
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The new 30-bed self-catering establishment opened on 1 May 2009. All bedrooms are en suite, with one room 
adapted for wheelchair users. They are situated at the back of the building. Paul Blackburn was manager at the 
outset. Susan Vaughan arrived in 2012 and remains in post. Like many of YHA’s modern stock of hostels, 
Eastbourne has seen a surge in usage in recent years.  
 
For a period Eastbourne served as the parent hostel of Telscombe hostel until that establishment closed in 2015. 
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1&2: cheerful May blossom, picnic tables and parasols bedeck the steep approach to the Eastbourne hostel site. The hostel  

is a stiff climb from the centre of the town, but very well served by frequent coastal buses to Newhaven and Brighton; 
3&4: the right and left sides of the hostel continue the wood and timber design theme; 

5: view of the main A259 road leading into Eastbourne, from the attractive sloping grounds; 
6: public footpath skirting the hostel. A stairlift gives access to the hostel entrance level (author’s photographs, May 2013) 

 
John Martin, 2020. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive 


