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compiled by the Association’s volunteer archivist, John Martin, 2020-01-01 
 

Stratford-upon-Avon Youth Hostels 
 

Stratford-upon-Avon (Hathaway Farm) Youth Hostel     1931 to 1932  
 
Hathaway Farm, Shottery, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire 

Historic County:  
Warwickshire 

YHA Region:  
Warwick & Northants 

GR: SP 182548 

 
Burman’s Farm was YHA’s first foothold in Stratford-upon-Avon. It was an Elizabethan stead dating from 1582, a 
short distance north of Anne Hathaway’s Cottage in Shottery.  
 
Frank Hadley, warden, advertised the facility as Guest House and Hikers’ Official Hostel, a title that shows how it was 
sometimes necessary for proprietors of early YHA adopted premises such as this to emerge from the varied network 
of existing holiday accommodation provision, and even see off rivals with an occasional boast. It opened as a youth 
hostel in 1931, but may have functioned independently before then.  
 
A handbill of 1932 advertised 17 guest rooms (though with accommodation for 20 hostellers only), with hikers in 

converted farm buildings; there was a store in the 
grounds. Provision seems to have been extensive. Tea, 
lunch and supper were served in the Old Barn. This may 
have been the common room strangely described as 
‘Village Hall’; a postcard of its interior shows a rather 
improbable indoor crazy golf course. 
 
Hathaway Farm hostel closed after the 1932 season. 

 
 
Left: the ornate interior of one of the guest rooms at Hathaway 
Farm – author’s postcard, stamped 1934 

 
 
Stratford-upon-Avon (Shottery) Youth Hostel     1933 to 1947  
 
Shottery Lodge, Shottery, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire 

Historic County:  
Warwickshire 

YHA Region:  
Warwick & Northants 

GR: SP 184546 

 
YHA’s Warwick and Northants Region was keen to replace Hathaway Farm with its own 
fully-controlled hostel in Stratford. A property was found to the south of Anne Hathaway’s 

Cottage and it was taken on lease from the Trustees of Shakespeare’s Birthplace, opening on 1st April 1933. The YHA 
Trust took control of the lease on 11th January 1937. 
 
Shottery Lodge was a much larger affair than Hathaway Farm, with room for 30 men and 30 women at the outset. 
The Lodge was a grand nineteenth-century villa, with extensive outbuildings that were to prove useful a decade later. 
By 1935 it was necessary to convert a loft over the outhouse to provide an extra dormitory for men in the peak period. 
Serious overcrowding in the busiest periods continued, so that in 1938 the Region’s annual report described an 
irregular if not entirely unknown solution: neighbours were willing to offer accommodation at approximately YHA 
prices.  
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YHA was a key player in the provision of temporary accommodation for refugees from Central Europe before the 
outbreak of war, whose rescue was aided by the British Labour Party. A party of Czech refugees was accommodated 
at Shottery on 13th April 1939.  On the outbreak of war the hostel was closed and used by Moseley Road School for 
Deaf Children, Birmingham, but was able to reopen on 17th April 1943, after which it recorded large bednight figures 
for the rest of the war.  In the interim, temporary arrangements held in Stratford, as outlined later. 
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1: Birmingham Post article of late March 1933 on the opening of Shottery Lodge hostel; 

2: page from the YHA Midlands regional guide (both YHA Archive) 
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Shottery Lodge hostel closed on 25th March 1947, when the lease expired. The property was to be turned into flats.  
It survives into the 21st century. 

 
A Visit to Stratford-on-Avon – Our Easter Holiday (1939) 

2012 transcripts by Geoff Baldwin of his cycling trip with his brother  
 

My brother and I set off on our bicycles one Tuesday morning in the Easter holidays of 1939 with the intention of 
travelling to Stratford-on-Avon in two days [from West Yorkshire]. At about eleven o’clock we set off [from 
Warwick hostel] for Stratford.  
 

We arrived there in beautiful sunny weather. The first thing we did was to look round Shakespeare’s house which 
is extremely interesting. We also visited the church. Then, after buying some fruit and lemonade and getting tickets 
for stools in the gallery queue for the evening performance at the Memorial Theatre we went to find the hostel at 
Shottery Lodge, a stone’s throw from Anne Hathaway’s cottage, and basked in the sun on a nearby common until 
5pm. The Lodge is a charming place. The warden and his wife were very obliging. Here we prepared our own meals 
– in the evening poached eggs, in the morning cornflakes, milk and eggs. Several other people were staying at the 
hostel, including two boys who were cycling, two girl hikers (probably from a training college) and a Maltese 
student from Exeter University who came in very late. It appeared that he was travelling round the country by 
train. He had just visited the Meccano factory at Liverpool and the night before had seen George Formby at the 
theatre there. We spoke to him quite a lot and left our address, but we’ve never heard anything from him since.  
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1: a fine postcard portrait of Shottery Lodge Youth hostel; 2: Mary Jephcott and her party stayed  

on 20th May 1946, shortly before the closure of the hostel (both YHA Archive) 



 4 

Stratford-upon-Avon (Guild Street) Youth Hostel     1940 only  
 
2 Guild Street, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire 

Historic County:  
Warwickshire 

YHA Region:  
Warwick & Northants 

GR: SP 201551 

Note: a conflicting YHA memo of 1940 placed the hostel at 13 Guild Street. 2 Guild Street is confirmed by a hostel stamp.  
 

As an emergency measure when Shottery Lodge was requisitioned, Warwick and 
Northants Region opened a smaller hostel with beds for 40. It was on Guild Street, on 
the left of an elegant red-brick three-storey terrace, near the centre of Stratford and 
opposite where the fire station stood. The hostel was offered rent-free by the Vice-
President of the Group as an emergency measure; it opened on 23rd April 1940. 
 
The hostel was still operating on 20th June 1940, but its operation was uncertain. It must 
have closed almost immediately after that, as a notice explained that it had been 
requisitioned after just two months’ use.  
 
 
Left: 2 Guild Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, in April 2014 (author’s photograph) 

 
 

Stratford-upon-Avon (the Stables) Youth Hostel     1940 to 1942 and possibly post-war  
 
The Stables, Shottery Lodge, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire   

Historic County:  
Warwickshire 

YHA Region:  
Warwick & Northants 

GR: SP 184546 

 
YHA’s next emergency option was to revert to Shottery Lodge, but as the house was still requisitioned it was necessary 
to use its stables and outhouses and even, in one recorded case, the Gate Lodge. The stables were fitted up as a primitive 
hostel for 20, it was hoped too primitive for any requisitioning authority to take interest, and opened in mid-1940, 
but the common room was occupied by the Auxiliary Fire Service almost immediately, certainly by the end of August.  
 
There were 161 bednights in 1940 and a further 2031 stayed in 1941. Accommodation was provided at the 
neighbouring Stratford Senior School at Easter week 1942, possibly supplementing the stables arrangement. 
Thereafter improving the stables as a hostel was considered, but deemed impossible, so from August 1942 the stables 
were used as a camp house, and accommodation was in tents. This arrangement was enormously popular. The Lodge 
proper was reinstated in 1943, though some of the more ephemeral arrangements may have continued alongside; 
according to one of Simon Neil’s correspondents the stables were also pressed into use post-war. 
 

We stayed in the Stables at Shottery Lodge. This is the only hostel I have ever been in where you could cook and 
eat in bed. The history of this is that Shottery Lodge closed on requisition. Warwick and Northants Region opened 
a temporary in Guild Street where we enjoyed a number of weekends. This then closed and the only foothold in 
Stratford became Shottery Lodge Stables, and into which were put beds and bedding and nothing else. Tap and 
loo in yard. Cooked on your own Primus at bedside [G Smith, in his memoirs of Midlands hostelling, Caveat 
Nostalgia]. 

 
Stratford-upon-Avon (Senior School) Youth Hostel     1942 only  
 
Senior School, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire  

Historic County:  
Warwickshire 

YHA Region:  
Warwick & Northants 

GR: SP 2055 approx. 

Positional note: the location of the Senior School has not been determined. 
 
Warwick and Northants annual report for 1942 explained that emergency peak accommodation was made available 
here during Easter week 1942 while the main Shottery hostel was unavailable. 
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Stratford-upon-Avon (Alveston) Youth Hostel     1947 to present  
 
Hemmingford House, Alveston, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7RG 

Historic County:  
Warwickshire 

YHA Regions: Warwick & Northants, 
Midland, Central 

GR: SP 230562 

Note: Hemmingford is often spelled Hemingford in early YHA publications and on older maps. Hemmingford may be a later 
creation. 
 
Hemmingford House is a large grade-II listed Georgian mansion, constructed about 1784 (though the British Listed 
Buildings website has early to mid nineteenth-century, Georgian-style), originally with much more extensive grounds 
than at present; these were sold off by degrees, so that the current youth hostel has about 3 acres (1 hectare) of grounds, 
mainly lawned garden.  
 

 
A charming posed picture of a female cycling party preparing to leave the Alveston hostel 

in its early years (YHA Archive) 
 
Features of the house include three typically Georgian symmetrical storeys, with two wings and a wider rear portion. 
The entrance porch has Doric columns, and windows have sashes. The interior has many period features, including 
baluster staircase and entrance hall with tiled floor. 
 
White’s 1850 Directory registered Alfry Hy (Allfrey, Henry and Catherine), of Hemingford House. Eliza Anderton 
was a servant at their home in the 1881 census. The London Gazette, 13th September 1927, described Lizzie Maud 
Finlay Dux, widow, of Hemingford, Alveston as proprietress of a preparatory school; she may have run the school 
here, or simply been a resident; the house is known to have operated as the Merry Wives Hotel early in the 20th-
century. 
 
After the war YHA purchased Hemmingford House freehold for £15,000, with a grant from the Ministry of 
Education. The property was registered with the YHA Trust on 6th June 1947. As was commonplace at the time, the 
new hostel opened hurriedly for Easter 1947, probably mixing hostellers with tradesmen and building work, allowing 
an immediate transition from Shottery Lodge. Things weren’t helped when the appointed wardens pulled out with 
ten days to go; a new married couple, Mr and Mrs Paul Midgley, was hastily arranged. 
 
In that year Mabel Pratt took her two children on a cycling holiday and experienced the changeover of hostels at first 
hand: 
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Idlicote YH to Stratford YH, Wednesday 20th August  1947 
We planned to go… to Shottery to book at the big hostel listed there in our 1946 handbook. Stratford Hostel is a 
popular one and it is wise to book ahead. But my book was out of date, and the lease expired, the hostel had been 
moved to Alveston… We were told that during the week they were not likely to be full… 
 

In contrast to Idlicote’s dingy little schoolhouse was this hostel, a great solid white house with neat gravel drive, 
mown lawns and pleasant trees and shrubs. Hemmingford House accommodates 150 persons within its large and 
lofty rooms. There was hot and cold laid on to nearly all the dorms, and several commodious bathrooms as well, 
no extra charge for a bath, but you were asked to be careful with the hot water. We enjoyed later an excellent dinner 
with cup of tea to follow. In all these hostels you may bring your own food and cook it in utensils provided, and if 
you carry your own sleeping bag as well, the night’s shelter can cost you as little as 1/- or 6d for juveniles. 
 

Friday 22nd August 1947 
[Stratford YH], by the way, like the rest, is innocent of curtains, and as all the windows are unusually large, having 
a bath presents a problem. Have neatly solved same. I place everything to hand, take one last look, and then switch 
off the light, and bath in the dark! 
 

Saturday 23rd August 1947 
Chores this morning were cleaning washbasins, for Roger, and sweeping and tidying the common room for me. 
We then bade a regretful goodbye to dear Hemmingford House and turned our wheels towards Bidford, where 
the nearest hostel, Broom House, we hoped would take us in… [YHA Archive] 

 
In 1948 a National Council meeting was held at Stratford on Avon, using the newly acquired hostel for the 
overnight and the Village Hall for the meeting [Len Clark]. 
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1: page from the Midlands Regional Guide, 1957; 

2&3: hostellers in the grounds of Hemmingford House – photographs of July 1947 and 1955 (YHA Archive) 
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In 1950 Hemmingford House and its ample grounds were the focus of an important YHA anniversary when it was 
the setting for a YHA film celebrating the Association’s 21st Birthday. The film is held in the Archive. It shows 
dignitaries and members gathered on the lawn and a busy programme of Folk, Morris, Sword and American Square 
Dancing. 
 

The 1969 handbook stated that youth hostels did not 
provide car parks, though before then the warden of 
Stratford hostel was pleading with management to ratify 
his local decision to allow parking in the hostel grounds, 
as neighbours were complaining about indiscriminate 
village parking and the police had been called. A few other 
large hostels were following the same practice. In 1970 
YHA introduced the vestiges of car park provision (with 
charges). From 1973 the handbook openly stated that 
nobody was excluded from hostels by way of their means 
of travel, though at busy times motorists might be asked 
to move on. 
 

Left: 1950s cars outside the hostel entrance, probably at an 
official meeting – photograph S Errington (YHA Archive) 

 

        
 

   
Leisure time at Stratford hostel – 1970s and 1990s postcards, with hostel stamps 
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In 2012 YHA announced a £1.2 million refurbishment programme for Stratford hostel. There would be a brand new 
café and bar, state-of-the-art function facilities and a decked terrace overlooking the grounds. All 32 bedrooms were 
to be refurbished, 16 with en suites, without compromising the capacity, maintained at 132.  
 

 
An uncommon side view postcard of Hemmingford House, showing the period verandah (author’s collection) 

 
Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 

1932-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-present: Mar to following Feb 
H: Hathaway Farm YH;     ¶: Shottery YH;     ¶E: Shottery YH (stables);      

¶C: Shottery YH (camp);    G: Guild Street YH;    
S: Stratford Senior School YH;     ∆: Alveston YH;     *: 17 month period  

          

… 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… openH 1467H 3170¶ 4124¶ 5646¶ 6032¶ 6379¶ 6809¶ 6463¶ 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
161¶E 2031¶† 626¶C 6241¶ 11003¶ 9942¶ 11680¶ 837¶ … … 
918G … 141S … … … … 10340∆ 19246∆ 22261∆ 

          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
22515∆ 21314∆ 23162∆ 22325∆ 20764∆ 19600∆ 18697∆ 19821∆ 19436∆ 20676∆ 

          

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
19783∆ 20002∆ 18080∆ 20072∆ 22614∆ 20975∆ 20234∆ 17412∆ 20654∆ 20262∆ 

          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
21875∆ 23997∆ 24153∆ 24446∆ 21373∆ 25282∆ 26556∆ 28010∆ 26817∆ 27345∆ 

          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
26456∆ 22889∆ 22490∆ 20975∆ 21469∆ 21504∆ open∆ 23235∆ open∆ 27304∆ 

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
25126∆ 27682∆ 35612*∆ 27494∆ 29751∆ 30490∆ 30244∆ 29802∆ 26245∆ 28660∆ 

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
30127∆ 29199∆ 27649∆ 26670∆ 28699∆ 28070∆ 25421∆ 25489∆ 24992∆ 24000∆ 

          

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
23700∆ 26539∆ 20855∆ 23325∆ 29412∆ 32337∆ 33928∆ 34324∆ 34527∆ 31115∆ 
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YHA Stratford-upon-Avon 

Official photographs of the newly-refurbished hostel, showing (from the top) two aspects of the attractively presented 
Hemmingford House, Hemmingford’s Restaurant and Bar terrace, renovated stair and stained-glass window, dining room, 

reception, lounge, state-of-the-art self-catering kitchen and bedroom (YHA Archive images, April 2013) 
 

© John Martin, 2020. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive.  


