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Llanberis Youth Hostels 
 
Llanberis [Glyn Padarn] Youth Hostel   1933 to 1939  
 
Glyn Padarn, Llanberis, Caernarfonshire 

Historic County: Caernarfonshire YHA Region: Merseyside GR: SH 569611 
 
Glyn Padarn is a solid double-fronted stone slate-roofed house of some age, with porch and substantial outbuildings, 
situated on the south shore of Llyn Padarn, to the west of Llanberis. It was Grade-II listed in 1968. YHA’s Merseyside 
Regional Group was negotiating to lease the building for a hostel here early in 1933, and it opened at Easter in that 
year, although Bertha Gough states Whit (June).  
 

 
AW Hutton postcard of the first Llanberis youth hostel (author’s collection) 

 
At first there were beds for 16 men and 16 women. In 1933, Mrs Munro was warden and provided meals, though in 
keeping with YHA practice at the time, hostellers had to bring their own knife, fork, spoon and dishes. The following 
year Miss F Sumner became warden. The hostel was popular: significant improvements were carried out and extra 
beds and bedding were provided in 1935 or 1936.  
 
A new self-catering room was added in 1937. The Region carried out structural improvements in 1938, and 
announced that the supply of blankets was being made up to three per bed at all its hostels. The final two wardens 
were Mr H Saunders in 1938 and Mrs C Brennand in 1939. Throughout its existence, the hostel was closed in winter. 
 
The Regional Council announced early in 1939 that the hostel would be required for government purposes in the 
autumn and an alternative house, Llwyn Celyn, had been purchased (a mistake – it was leased for over 25 years). 
Though the Council was at first unsure which property would be available for 1940, Glyn Padarn was taken over 
promptly on the outbreak of war, lost permanently to the RAF, and the hostel closed on 30th September. Llwyn Celyn 
replaced it at short notice.  The house became the NAAFI quarters of troops detailed to detonate surplus and enemy 
explosives in the redundant quarries in the neighbourhood.  
 
In recent years Kent Mountain Centre Glyn Padarn has operated out of this first Llanberis youth hostel. 
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Llanberis [old Llwyn Celyn] Youth Hostel   1940 to 1967  
 
Llwyn Celyn, Llanberis, Caernarfon, Gwynedd LL55 4SR 

Historic County: Caernarfonshire YHA Regions: Merseyside, North 
Wales 

GR: SH 573596 

 
The Rucksack Magazine of New Year 1940 announced that Llanberis’s replacement hostel 
would open at Easter. Llwyn Celyn is an old stone house standing on the lower flanks of 
Snowdon, over a mile from the original. It was always rather cramped, and had at first just 40 
beds. The 1944 Regional Guide announced rather enigmatically: no separate kitchen possible. 
 
Left: one-inch pin badge in simple 1950s form (author’s collection) 
 

 
 

 
Llwyn Celyn, before extensive rebuilding. It was originally a residence for the manager of the great Dinorwic slate quarry 

(YHA Archive photographs donated by Ian Shaw) 
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A leasehold agreement for 50 years from 12th May 1940 was signed and vested in the YHA Trust. The hostel 
immediately proved popular. It was almost lost to the army in 1941, however, as military activity surrounded the 
hostel, but a notice of 7th April 1941 advised that it was still operating. In 1941, for the first time at Llanberis, 
Merseyside Region offered winter opening, if only by advance booking. The piping of a new water supply was 
completed in 1944, though winter booking was surprisingly withdrawn, one of only four hostels in the region to be so 
restricted. Towards the end of the war, at a time of great hardship, the Association’s worth to the nation was reflected 
in its obtaining Ministry of Works licences to effect urgent repairs at all hostels; thus in 1945 a hut was installed to 
make room for a members’ kitchen internally. Percy Anderson, later warden at Oaklands hostel, and Miss EM Dodd 
were among the early wardens.  
 
In 1948 the capacity increased to 46 beds (26 for men, 20 for women), with 5 emergency beds, a common practice 
then. Major improvements were carried out in 1950; there was outside painting work in 1951, a new water tank in 
1952, a new water supply connection in 1956, and repairs and new accommodation provided for the warden in 1961. 
 
The old Llwyn Celyn was always restricted to about 5,000 overnights yearly. In its 1966 annual report (produced in 
1967), the new North Wales Region, born out of the Merseyside Region upon reorganisation, announced: 

Inevitably there must be priorities, and it has been decided that the initial emphasis should be towards the 
mountain hostels. In dealing with these we have also taken note of an inadequacy in the accommodation at present 
available to hostellers. Llanberis is too small relative to the other hostels in the area; plans have been drawn up to 
enlarge it from forty-four to sixty beds, and this will be undertaken as a capital project. The hostel is just outside 
the boundary to the National Park. Nevertheless we have applied to its rebuilding those standards we would aim 
to maintain within the Park. Work is planned to start next spring and it should be complete by the autumn. It will 
necessitate some temporary reduction in the number of beds available during the critical stages of alteration.  

 
Following frustrations in developing a new hostel at Pen-y-Gwryd at this time, the Region decided to designate the 
new Llwyn Celyn as the PJ Clarke Memorial Hostel. The old house thus closed during 1967 for remodelling. 
Ironically, a version of the Pen-y-Gwryd idea was fulfilled very shortly after the dedication of the rebuilt Llanberis 
hostel when Pen-y-Pass came on the market and was snapped up by YHA. 
 

 
 

 
Hostel stamp and an AW Hutton postcard of Snowdon and the early Llwyn Celyn youth hostel (YHA Archive) 
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Llanberis [new Llwyn Celyn] Youth Hostel   1968 to present  
 
The PJ Clarke Memorial Hostel, Llwyn Celyn, Llanberis, Caernarfon, Gwynedd LL55 4SR 

Historic County: Caernarfonshire YHA Regions: North Wales, Wales GR: SH 573596 
 
The North Wales annual report of 1968 described progress with the new hostel: 

The conversion work of Llwyn Celyn, Llanberis was started in the Spring of 1967, and continued throughout the 
winter months, during which time the hostel was closed to members. It had been hoped to have the new hostel in 
use by March 1st 1968, but bad weather delayed the completion of the work. The hostel actually opened to 
members again on April 1st 1968, with some exterior work still incomplete.  
 

We would again pay tribute to the Wardens, Mr & Mrs Glass, who stayed at the hostel throughout the Winter, 
and in near-primitive conditions for one short period. The work was completed only a few days before the official 
opening, which took place on Saturday 27th July 1968. The opening ceremony was to have been performed by 
Lord Hunt but, owing to the Biafran crisis, he had to withdraw at a late date. We are indebted to Sir Michael Duff 
of Vaynol, who had been invited as a principal guest, but changed roles at very short notice and opened the hostel 
in place of Lord Hunt. In the circumstances it was very apt that Sir Michael should do this, for it was he who had 
agreed to the Region purchasing the original property from the Vaynol Estate, and so made the work of rebuilding 
worthwhile. The afternoon’s events were opened by the Regional Chairman. Mr John Cadbury, YHA President, 
then spoke of PJ Clarke’s work and services to the YHA, and expressed his pleasure that Mr Clarke’s widow, Mrs 
May Clarke, and close family were able to be present. Sir Michael Duff, as former owner of Llwyn Celyn, 
complimented the Region on the transformation that had been achieved. He then opened the hostel with a gold-
plated key, inscribed with the YHA symbol, which was formally presented to him by Mr WH Holt, Architect 
responsible for the extensions and adaptations. Inside, in the Common Room, he unveiled a memorial plaque. 
These events were followed by the planting of six trees in the grounds by Sir Michael Duff; Mrs M Clarke; 
Alderman Llewelyn Davies (Chairman of Caernarvonshire County Council and of the Joint Advisory Committee 
of the Snowdonia National Park); Mr J Cadbury; Mr TE Fairclough and, as a symbolic gesture, by a young 
hosteller, Richard Chapman.  
 

Llanberis shows what can be done when a hostel is designed to fit requirements.  
 

 1  2  
The new Llwyn Celyn hostel.  

1: dignitaries and guests at the official opening. The dedicatory plaque was originally sited under the balcony, but was moved  
to a position close by the entrance door when the basement was reconfigured and a new door was needed; 

2: a comparison of this picture with the first illustration of the 1940 hostel shows the newly extended portion on the left, at the 
north-west end. The rear part of the hostel, on the right, has changed relatively little outwardly with the rebuild, except for  

altered windows and chimneys. The new staff accommodation has not yet been added to the right 
(YHA Archive) 

 
The freehold of Llwyn Celyn had been purchased for £3,400 and was assigned to the YHA Trust on 19th November 
1968. The work was partly enabled by donations and subscriptions. The original house, in the shape of a capital L, was 
altered to a much larger capital T tipped on its side. Works entailed the removal of the two bay windows at the front 
of the house, seen on previous views, and of the two gable walls. Full-height extensions were built at both ends, creating 
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a large dining room at the north-west end and lounge at the south-east end. New bedrooms were added above, and a 
basement dormitory to the south-east took advantage of sloping ground, and allowed a distinctive ground floor 
balcony above. This cellar dormitory was later altered to a classroom, necessitating the piercing of the outer wall for a 
new door, and the repositioning of the dedicatory plaque. 

 

 
The dedicatory plaque in more recent times. It is now to the left of the entrance (author’s photograph, January 2014)  

 
At first there was only internal provision at Llwyn Celyn for the warden’s accommodation, as a new staff bungalow 
was not added until 1974-75. Also at this time new fire alarm and emergency lighting systems were installed. 
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 2  3  
1: staff accommodation at the rear of the hostel, manager’s to the right and assistants’ in front of it, view from the west;  

2&3: the larger extension in the 1968 rebuild was at the south-east end of the hostel, seen here from the south-east and the 
east. This incorporated an attractive stone-clad basement on the falling ground, with a balcony above. At ground floor level was 
the picture-window lounge and above that new bedrooms. The original south-east end gable was to the right of the recessed 

window feature in picture 3 (YHA Archive images from circa 2009) 
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An isolated cottage called Hafod Uchaf, Llanberis, was leased for 21 years from 12th November 1957 and surrendered 
on 12th June 1970, the assignment being part of an arrangement with the Mountaineering Association, though it 
appears to have been used by YHA for a short time only and its youth hostel purpose is unclear.  
 
Llanberis hostel was designated Superior under the new 4-point pricing classification of 1971. The original 60 beds 
soon became 70 as the 1975 rearrangements came into force. The capacity stayed at this level until the mid-90s, when 
some of the larger dormitories began to be replaced by smaller rooms suited to families and small groups. By 2000, 60 
could be accommodated, and this number reduced further, to 56 in 2003 and finally, 50 in 2007. Winter opening has 
always been an established feature of the rebuilt YHA Llanberis. Now renamed YHA Snowdon Llanberis, the hostel 
is home to two large camping pods. Mike Barrett is the manager. In recent years record numbers have stayed here. 
 

Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1933-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-present: Mar to following Feb 

§: Glyn Padarn Hostel;    ¶: original Llwyn Celyn Hostel;   ∆: rebuilt Llwyn Celyn Hostel 
*: 17 month period;   +: notional figure included for exclusive hire   

          

… 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… … … 1875§ 3254§ 4108§ 4726§ 4533§ 4008§ 4235§ 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
open¶ open¶ open¶ 4709¶ 5047¶ 4957¶ 4892¶ 5355¶ 5829¶ 5311¶ 

          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
5799¶ 5567¶ 5713¶ 5426¶ 5091¶ 5408¶ 5557¶ 5644¶ 5586¶ 5504¶ 

          

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
5099¶ 5236¶ 5150¶ 5470¶ 5275¶ 5555¶ 5686¶ 5035¶ 6001∆ 7695∆ 

          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
8205∆ 8776∆ 8132∆ 8000∆ 8809∆ 8540∆ 8141∆ 8882∆ 8884∆ 8579∆ 

          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
7772∆ 7600∆ 6857∆ 7865∆ 7731∆ 8760∆ 8046∆ 8331∆ 8505∆ 9969∆ 

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
9041∆ 8724∆ 9161*∆ 8223∆ 6167∆ 6586∆ 6750∆ 6929∆ 6633∆ 6361∆ 

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
6167∆ 4769∆ 4477∆ 6909∆ 6913∆ 6435∆ 7855∆ 7620∆ 7878∆ 8199∆ 

          

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
7794∆ 8752+∆ 9803+∆ 10281+∆ 10302+∆ 10335+∆ 10204+∆ 10946+∆ 10502+∆ 10979+∆ 

 

 
Llanberis hostel from the south (author’s photograph, January 2014) 

 
© John Martin, 2020. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive.  


