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Matlock area Youth Hostels 
in Matlock, Matlock Bath and Overton 

 
Matlock Bath [Melbourne House] Youth Hostel     1932 to 1933 
 
Melbourne House, Temple Road, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire 

Historic County: Derbyshire  YHA Region: North Midlands GR: SK 292581 
 
A small adopted hostel under the YHA banner was opened in a tall stone-built house on a steep rise above Matlock 
Bath on Temple Road, for the 1932 season. A small ad in the Hiker and Camper magazine of April 1932 announced 
that accommodation could be had for ramblers and cyclists with Mrs Barber. There were beds for 15 men and 15 
women. 
 
The North Midlands region’s attitude to town hostels was somewhat ambivalent in the first 30 years or so of YHA’s 
existence. After just two seasons, Melbourne House was closed during 1933, in pursuance of policy to continue hostels 
only in places well off the beaten track. This restrictive policy was short-lived and quickly forgotten, as Hartington and 
Castleton hostels were soon opened in tourist centres.  
 
The property survives and has since been converted into flats. 
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1: an early 20th-century postcard of Matlock Bath village. Melbourne House is the tall building sited high above the main street; 

2: this and other similar extracts in the profile are taken from the 1933 YHA Handbook (author’s collection) 
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Overton Hall Youth Hostel     1933 to 1939, 1949 to 1955 
 
Overton Hall, Ashover, Chesterfield, Derbyshire 

Historic County: Derbyshire  YHA Region: North Midlands GR: SK 346622 
 
North Midlands regional group soon gained a reputation for establishing youth hostels in several substantial, if fading, 
mansions and country houses, and was the first such in YHA to recognise the value of providing for large numbers in 
school groups. Derwent Hall was a huge early hostel, and Overton Hall, Hartington Hall, Ilam Hall, Ravenstor and 
Leam Hall followed suit before the war. 
 
Overton Hall is an imposing three-storey mid-to-late 17th-century square-built historic mansion, extensively 
remodelled and with additions in 1702, 1788 and 1900. It was once the home of the naturalist Sir Joseph Banks who 
sailed with Captain Cook. After the First World War it was sold to the Clay Cross Company, who had extensive 
quarries on the estate and made further great improvements to the Hall.  
 
The youth hostel was first called Ashover. It opened on 2nd April 1933, secured largely through the interest of the 
Clay Cross Company and a grant from the Demonstration Hostel Fund. Within a year 40 beds soon increased to 57, 
then 96. It was leased from the Company throughout its life. 
 

 
 
A correspondent for the Manchester Guardian took a tour around four Derbyshire hostels in April 1933, very shortly 
after the opening of Tor Dale, staying at Overton, Tor Dale, Parwich and the early Pool Hall Farm hostel in 
Hartington, and describing each in positive terms:    

Youth Hostels in Derbyshire (From a Special Correspondent.) 
 

Overton Hall, the new hostel at Ashover which was opened about a fortnight ago, lies in the country roughly three 
miles east of Matlock.  There are various paths and ways leading to it, and one goes through the village of Ashover. 
Last Friday at midday the village street was quiet, and white with dust in the sun, and all the old men of the place 
seemed to have collected under the sunblind of the butcher’s shop to exchange remarks about the weather. The 
path plunges down by the Red Lion, and then goes steeply up a green field and joins the broad track that leads to 
Overton Hall, which is almost under the shadow of a wooded lump of hill called Cocking Tor.  
 

The hall is a fine, square, stone house, with lines of regular, plain windows. Inside; order and convenience have 
reached a high degree; there is an entrance hall with a table and a vase of flowers; everything is clean and scrubbed, 
and there is a drying-room for boots and coats. The hostel holds fifty-six people altogether, and they will find 
themselves directed about the house by clear labels. There are three rooms each for men and women; a kitchen 
with a whole line of gas rings, and stacks of pots and pans; a dining room with a gas stove and three tables, and a 
tariff list pinned up on the wall, and a common-room oak-panelled and looking impressively baronial. There is 
even an indoor games room. The washing arrangements are, for a youth hostel, luxurious, for the washing-rooms 
have hot and cold water running and a file of enamel basins on tables down the middle of the room. The garden of 
Overton Hall will be pleasant to stroll in after supper; it has been neglected, but the present tenants are beginning 
to bring it to order again.  

 
Lilian ‘Jane’ Ash was a young student nurse from Portsmouth, who produced some of the earliest and most 
informative extant YHA holiday logs. She visited Overton Hall in July 1934, and enthused: 

It was graciously spacious, a pleasant, restful, commodious building in its days of personal ownership. There is a 
great satisfaction in buying provisions: these hostel stores are good. Common rooms are the joy of the hostels. This 
one, large and airy with gorgeous armchairs and large fireplace, was particularly pleasant. Off this room was another 
quite as large, with a piano on a small platform. Our bedroom was a large room with several windows.  
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Overton Hall in the 1930s. The Yorkshire firm of Lilywhite Ltd produced very fine postcards of youth hostels,  

often portraying the buildings with superb clarity. Here are four of their pre-war portraits.  
1: a close-up view from the south-west;  

2: the hostel entrance;  
3: a further view from the south (author’s collection) 
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The world-wide founder of youth hostels, Richard Schirrmann, visited a number of Peak District youth hostels in 1934. This 

press article from an unknown source highlighted the importance of the occasion. His copper beech still stands at Hartington 
(YHA Archive) 

 
In common with many other hostels, Overton Hall was requisitioned at the beginning of the war, for the entirety of 
hostilities and beyond. It was used, between September 1939 and 1940, as accommodation for the staff and boys of 
the evacuated Derby Boys Grammar School, one of several schools to use it during this era.  
 
YHA had to wait until Easter 1949 to reopen the hostel, a new tenancy starting from Christmas Day 1948 from the 
Clay Cross Company, for five years, and vested in the YHA Trust on 19th March 1949. The re-establishment here 
was much needed in view of the hordes of hostellers streaming out of Sheffield and Manchester at weekends.  
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1: YHA common room – typical of the large Peak District hostels in the 1930s; 

2: a rare colour transparency of Overton Hall youth hostel by YHA North Midlands stalwart Clint Maitland,  
taken from the north-east in the post-war years (author’s collection)  

 
Ironically, after a few years, North Midlands region was now looking to establish a hostel less remote and more easily 
accessed; Matlock would be an ideal spot. The decision to relocate was made by the time of the 1954 annual report, 
though Overton Hall would stay open in 1955 until a Matlock hostel had been found. That was to be at Matlock 
Bath, though the move was somewhat delayed. Meanwhile, Overton Hall’s lease was therefore extended, to be 
surrendered on 5th July 1955.  
 

 
Hostel stamp from the card of CW Maitland (YHA Archive) 

 
The closure date was variously described as 30th September, 3rd November or 6th November 1955, and the overriding 
reason for leaving was that such a large mansion, with 100 beds, was too expensive to run for only 5,000 or so 
overnights per annum. 
 
Overton Hall was to be Grade-II listed in 1967. It was recorded as a nursing home in 1986, but is now divided into 
several residential properties. 
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Matlock [Tor Dale] Youth Hostel     1933 only or 1933 to 1934 
 
Tor Dale, Matlock, Derbyshire 

Historic County: Derbyshire  YHA Region: North Midlands GR: SK 295592 
 

 
 
Another short-lived early hostel in the area was at Tor Dale, a prominent house sited above the main road between 
Matlock and Matlock Bath and barely two miles from the Melbourne House establishment. It is not clear whether 
the two early hostels ever ran simultaneously; adopted hostel records were rarely as precise as at YHA’s own fully 
controlled properties.  
 
It opened in March, or on 8th or 9th April, 1933 and closed perhaps as early as 1st October in that year, ostensibly for 
the same reason as Melbourne House, though the contemporary acquisition of Overton Hall as a fully controlled 
hostel no doubt was a contributing factor with the region. There were 40 or 52 beds, according to different sources, 
and the hostel was popular enough, with over 1,000 overnights recorded. The wardens were Mr and Mrs Barton. The 
YHA agreement may have lasted a little longer, however, as £1.10s.4d was earned in a three month period in the 1934 
statistical year, starting on 1st October 1933.    
 

 
High Tor Guest House was already established when this postcard was issued. Early adopted hostels were often guest houses 

and bed and breakfast establishments that developed a second side to their business, especially as hiking and hostelling  
were rare redeeming features of universal depressed trade in the 1930s (author’s collection) 

 
Tordale was also known as High Tor Guest House and Tor Cottage. There were extensive grounds and woodlands 
leading on to Masson Hill, opposite the famous High Tor. There was a claim that it was built by Admiral Lord 
Collingwood, disclaimed by a local historian as a bogus tourist boast.   
 
In 1933 the Manchester Guardian’s correspondent came to Tor Dale for a night from Overton Hall, before passing 
to the Parwich and Hartington hostels in turn. Here is his description of the Matlock hostel:    

Youth Hostels in Derbyshire (From a Special Correspondent.) 
 

Tor Dale, the new hostel between Matlock and Matlock Bath, was opened on April 8; it is too near to Ashover to 
make a direct day’s walk, but it could be fitted into a different itinerary. It lies beside the main road, and some of 
its windows face the grey cliffs of High Tor. Tor Dale is a disused mansion [like Overton Hall], and it makes a 
large hostel, with one room for cooking and another for sitting in. Its special pride is a terraced garden which 
ascends the steep hill behind; there are ninety-six steps, and it will take a hearty fellow to trot up them when he is 
stiff after a day’s walking; the reward at the top is an open green and a beautiful airy view of the High Tor. 
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By 2010 the house had been renamed Collingwood Lodge and converted into flats. More recently, it has been 
extensively modernised and opened as the High Tor Hotel. 
 

 

Matlock Bath [Brunswood Road] Youth Hostel     1956 to 1983 
 
18 Brunswood Road, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire DE4 3PA 

Historic County: Derbyshire  YHA Regions: North Midlands, Peak GR: SK 296585 
 

 YHA replaced Overton Hall with a former vicarage and hotel on Brunswood Road, 
Matlock Bath. It opened in 1956, with just 40 beds, a far cry from Overton Hall, and was 
rather confusingly named simply Matlock for a short time. For the first 18 years the hostel 
was leased. 
 

    1 
 

    2 
An early YHA regional issue postcard of Matlock Bath youth hostel (YHA Archive) 

In the 1980s D Litchfield produced for YHA a fine series of sketched postcards of all the principal Peak District hostels  
that were operating then (YHA Archive) 

 
Regular hosteller Pat Packham visited the hostel in 1960. She noted: 

As the washing facilities were so limited, I decided to go out, and wash afterwards. 
 
The fortunes of Matlock Bath as a tourist resort declined to an extent during the lifetime of the hostel, and 
for a period between 1967 and 1972 tourism in the township suffered further through the closure of the 
local station, Matlock Bath, though that was to be reversed. Changes to the hostel came in the early 1970s: 
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a spare plot of land between the house and the A6 trunk road was cleared for sale in summer 1971, and the 
property was bought freehold on 17th April 1974, being vested in the YHA Trust at that time. Peter Smith 
came to warden at Matlock Bath in 1973, stayed until its closure in 1983, when he transferred to the new 
Matlock hostel, where he stayed for a further seven years. 
 

    1 

 

    2    
 

    3 
1&2: two views of the former vicarage during its youth hostel years. Note the blind window, subsequently restored.  

There are a few visible alterations in the second picture, including some modest reglazing in a more  
authentic style and the placing of the YHA triangle in a prominent position (YHA Archive);  

3: the building in use as a Probation Office in March 2010 (author’s photograph) 
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Matlock Bath hostel finally closed in September 1983, to be replaced immediately by Matlock hostel less than two 
miles away. It was kept operating until the Bank Road hostel in Matlock could open after delays. In 2010 the building 
was functioning as offices of the Derbyshire Probation Service. It is now [2018] a private residence. 
 

 

Matlock [Bank Road] Youth Hostel     1983 to 2007 
 
40 Bank Road, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 3NF 

Historic County: Derbyshire  YHA Regions:  
North Midlands, Peak, Central 

GR: SK 300604 

 
The new Matlock location, Matlock Bath hostel’s replacement, was the former Smedley’s Memorial Hydropathic 
Hospital on Bank Road, opened in 1882 by Caroline Smedley as a memorial to her husband who had died in 1874. 
Exactly a century later, on 25th August 1982, YHA bought the property freehold and it passed to the YHA Trust as 
new hostel and office. There were 50 beds, more than at Matlock Bath. 
 

    1 
 

    2 
1: regular hosteller George Miller took this shot of the hostel from the roadside opposite in 1984, shortly after the facility 

opened. The flat-roof extension was the hospital kitchen, demolished in recent times to provide more parking; 
2: colour postcard view from the west of the pleasant rear garden of the hostel (author’s collection) 
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Members started to use the hostel in September 1983, after a delay due to finalising the DES grant-aid. There were 50 
beds at the outset. The premises were capacious enough also to provide a replacement for the YHA Peak District 
offices in Dale Road, though the site was always town-centre cramped and parking was difficult. An official opening 
followed in May 1984. At the outset the hostel was one of the first to advertise a family dormitory. The first half-
dozen years achieved annual bednight figures of about 6,000. 
 
The facility was refurbished during 1988-89, a factor that led to much increased usage, averaging 9,000 overnights per 
year in the 1990s, despite bed numbers dropping briefly to 45 in 1990. Simon Ainley and Jenny Darby took over from 
Peter Smith from the time of the refurbishment until the winter of 1993-94. Simon writes of the considerable changes 
at this time: 

When Jenny and I arrived in March 1989 the redevelopment of the hostel was being undertaken by the Peak 
District Hostel Maintenance Team lead by Barry Howe, the team included Colin Easter, Ernie Davis, and two 
others. 
  

The wing to the south of the property contained on the upper floor, the hostel manager’s accommodation and on 
the ground floor, the Peak/Central region office. Dave Allison was the Regional Secretary/Director – if I recall 
correctly there was a restructuring of YHA underway at the time (PDMP?) being led by Andrew Chinnock, 
YHA’s first CEO. 
 

Based out of this office were Martin Emery and Jon Cant, Area and Assistant Area Managers for the Peak District. 
Ann Graham and her finance team, Jenny Nichols and Neil Oliver, the training team. Edwina Edwards, PA to the 
management team and Gill Chapman, Marketing Manager, together they made a formidable team. 
 

When it was decided the hostel would become YHA’s National Training Centre, the office area was converted 
into a conference room, meeting rooms and kitchen plus 2 additional ensuite rooms in December 1989. The office 
team moved out to various locations, initially Dimple Mill in Matlock and later Via Gellia Mill at Bonsall. 
 

We met many YHA colleagues, as our customers were other staff from across the YHA network. Jenny Nichols 
moved on and Jane Manning became YHA’s National Training Manager. The new training facilities coupled with 
the improved quality of accommodation was the catalyst for business levels grow rapidly. 
 

After four and half years, Jenny and I were itching for a new challenge and in November 1993 (in the same week 
our son Tom was born) we were appointed as equal responsibility managers of Ambleside Youth Hostel. 
 

I moved up the following month but because of the phased redevelopment of Ambleside hostel and the hostel 
manager’s accommodation out of action, Jenny stayed in Matlock for 3 months whilst I got to grips with the new 
job. 
 

Ursula and Peter Brendling followed us in to Matlock as Managers and when I became an Operations Manager in 
October 1999 (after six years running YHA Ambleside), Ursula and Peter again followed us. 

 
The Matlock Conference and Training Centre was an important development for YHA staff. It might be said that 
its establishment in Matlock, along with the area office established here, was almost at the beginning of a chain of 
events that eventually encouraged YHA to move the head office, Trevelyan House, to the town. 
 
By 1995 the capacity had increased to 49 beds, with smaller bedrooms much in evidence. The 1997 handbook 
advertised as many as six 2-bedded rooms, two 3-bedded and four 4-bedded, more than the usual for a YHA mid-size 
hostel at the time, while a 6-bedded and a 9-bedded made up the complement. A disadvantage of such comfortable 
provision was that in preparation for the 1998 season staff set about decorating all 14 dormitories. In 2000 a further 
four single bedrooms were added, bringing the total to 53. 
 
Chris and Bonny Black then took the hostel forwards to the millennium. Tim Butcher and Jane Carter were among 
the managers in the 2000s.  
 
The hostel suffered from the large round of closures prompted by the foot and mouth outbreak of 2001 and other 
financial restraints. Closure was due on 1st October 2007; it was sold on the 31st.  
 
Since then the property has been renamed Bank Manor, extensively remodelled and converted into flats. 
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Two colourful postcard views of the south face of the building and enclosed garden. The lower building to the right  

housed the area office below, later the training centre, while the managers’ quarters were above (YHA Archive) 
 

Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1932-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-2007: Mar to following Feb 

†: Melbourne House;   #: Tor Dale;   §: Overton Hall;   ¶: Brunswood Road;   ∆: Bank Road 
E: estimated figure;   W: wartime closure;   >: changeover year;   *: 17 month period  

          

… 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… … open† open† … … … … … … 
… … … 1127# in use# … … … … … 
… … … 2000+E§ 4566§ 4579§ 5736§ 5257§ 5995§ 4725§ 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
W§ W§ W§ W§ W§ W§ W§ W§ W§ open§ 

          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
5300§ 6120§ 5501§ 5128§ 5311§ 5640§ 2816¶ 4010¶ 4196¶ 4635¶ 

          

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
4158¶ 4272¶ 4131¶ 3562¶ 3282¶ 4032¶ 3962¶ 4058¶ 4041¶ 4316¶ 

          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
4188¶ 3771¶ 3887¶ 4303¶ 4949¶ 5557¶ 5839E¶ 4919¶ 4857¶ 4531¶ 

          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
4976¶ 4199¶ 3888¶ 3374¶∆> 5408∆ 6095∆ 5638∆ 6179∆ 6066∆ 6498∆ 

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
9482∆ 9608∆ 13870*∆ 9835∆ 10585∆ 9761∆ 8711∆ 9899∆ 9023∆ 8051∆ 

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
8557∆ 8103∆ 9223∆ 8007∆ 7213∆ 8089∆ 8338∆ 5682∆ … … 

 

 
Hostel stamp, 1991 

 
© John Martin, 2020. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive.  


