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Broughton Astley Youth Hostel     1939 to 1941  
 
(The) Woodlands, Broughton Astley, Lutterworth  

Historic County: Leicestershire YHA Region: North Midlands GR: SP 531924 
 
Broughton Astley youth hostel opened very shortly before the outbreak of the Second World War, on 1st July 1939. 
It was one of a series of short-lived attempts to establish premises at the southern extremity of the North Midlands 
Group around Leicester at this time, mainly to serve local hostellers; they were probably adopted hostels rather than 
fully controlled by YHA and included Bardon Stud Farm, Burton Lazars and Wymeswold. 
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1: despite a very uncertain start because of essential requisitions and evacuation plans for the national war effort, YHA soon 

established itself as a wartime essential in keeping up the spirits of the people. Members would have noted the rationing 
regulations, but were comforted to learn that any meals provided for them at hostels did not require the sacrifice of  

precious meal coupons (1940 handbook); 2: Broughton Astley hostel’s entry in the 1941 YHA Handbook 
 

Despite wholesale hostel requisitions in the early months of the war, this establishment was able to continue through 
1940 and 1941. Usage was soon described as very light; after the initial 1939 season YHA’s Rucksack Magazine for 
New Year 1940 announced that the sleeping accommodation had been moved into the house.  
 
Usage in 1940 was modest, with little more than 300 overnights, but improved in 1941, with over 750. Despite much 
uncertainty for hostellers, a national notice of 8th October 1940 advised that the hostel was operating.  
 
The 20 bednights registered for the statistical year labelled 1942 were over 10 days only; they were almost certainly 
confined to October 1941, after which the hostel closed permanently, for reasons unspecified. 
 
The relevant handbooks stated that beds were provided for 10 men and 10 women.  
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The only contemporary photograph that has come to light is reproduced here by courtesy of Melvyn Hines 

 
Woodlands is a large house on the northeast side of Station Road (formerly the main village street) between the village 
centre and the old Great Central Railway station, but now in a cul-de-sac formed by a more recent by-pass road. 

 

 
Author’s photograph, October 2004, of the Broughton Astley premises, Woodlands, more than 60 years after closure 

 

Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1940-1942: previous Oct to Sept  

•: the 20 bednights were for the tail-end of 1941 
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