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Puckeridge Youth Hostel    1944 to 1952 
 
Puckeridge Grange, Puckeridge, Ware, Hertfordshire 

Historic County: Hertfordshire   YHA Region: London GR: TL 386234 
 
A youth hostel was opened at Puckeridge Grange, a former posting inn on the east side of the Great North Road at 
the north end of the village’s High Street, about Whitsun 1944. It replaced Bishop’s Stortford hostel but unlike that 
adopted facility this was a large fully controlled hostel, run by and for the Association, with its own staff. This suited 
the style of hostelling prevalent in the late-war and post-war years, when large crowds of club members, especially 
cyclists, would descend on hostels at weekends. 
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1: London Region YHA postcard No.37: ‘the old house has been recently acquired’; 

2: another postcard of the rear of the property, published by H Coates, Wisbech (author’s collection) 
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The hostel was a freehold purchase, though not vested in the YHA Trust; it was probably a direct purchase by London 
Youth Hostels Ltd. £350 was granted by the Carnegie Trust for equipment.  
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1: one of YHA’s neat location maps, from Youth Hostels in South-East England, 1948 – a mile was a white border stripe; 

2: extract from YHA Handbook, 1945; 3: a 1952 snapshot, originally from the Harrow & Wembley YHA Group. Hostellers and 
cycles abound in the rear yard of Puckeridge youth hostel. The ancient nature of the property will be noted (YHA Archive) 
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The hostel was busy during its 9-year spell, reaching over 4,000 overnights at the height of the group-cycling phase in 
1948. It appears to have been somewhat unkempt. Member Mabel Pratt noted on a 1950 visit: 

…hostel large and rambling, about 400 years old. It still needs much attention, the walls of the rooms 
being flaked, stained and shabby. Many of its beams are timbers from old ships. 
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1: Don Errington’s 1951 membership card stamp. Don was a seasoned hosteller, active on the volunteer front, before his long 

and distinguished professional career with YHA as secretary of the Birmingham and Mid-Wales Region (YHA Archive); 
2&3: two more 1952 snapshots from the YHA Archive, originally from the Harrow & Wembley YHA Group.  

The London Transport Green Line bus stop could not have been more convenient. 
 
A downturn in London Region’s fortunes over the next few years led to a cash crisis, however, and Puckeridge hostel 
closed on 30th September 1952 to help relieve a capital shortage.  
 

Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1944-1952: previous Oct to Sept 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
… … … … 1747 3918 3992 3364 4054 3398 

          

1950 1951 1952 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
2948 2981 2931  … … … … … … … 

 
After the youth hostel era the building was used as the head office by British Soya Products / Spillar’s Animal Feeds. 
It was later sold for residential development into seven separate properties, including one new-build. 
 
YHA is grateful to the residents of Puckeridge Grange for extra historical information. 
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