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Wadesmill Youth Hostel 1931-35
The Mill House, Wadesmill, Ware, Hertfordshire
Historic County: Hertfordshire

YHA Region: London

GR: TL 390296

Wadesmill youth hostel opened in the spring or summer of 1931, one of the YHA’s very first premises. The hostel
was called simply ‘the Mill House’ for the first three of the four editions of the 1931 handbook; thereafter it was
‘Wadesmill’. It was a red-brick double-fronted house, once a licensed inn, adjacent to the mill, and London Region
was responsible for it. There were at first beds for eight men and eight women, later 10 of each. 42 bednights were
registered between May and September 1931, though there may have been more later in the year. The small house to
the right (see images on the next page) was also part of the property in the youth hostel era.

Extract from the very first YHA Handbook, spring 1931, showing youth hostels on the periphery of London,
including the Mill House at Wadesmill; Sisserverness hostel was never opened (author’s collection)

This was an accommodation hostel, part of the national YHA network, though owned privately. In 1935 a
philosophical difference emerged between YHA and some of its accommodation providers, especially near to London.
The Association’s stance was always that simple cooking facilities must be provided for those of limited means, though
owners were at liberty to offer meals as well. Like several others, the hostel at Wadesmill was discontinued in 1935
because there were no self-catering facilities. Mrs E Jones was the warden throughout.
The Mill House is now a private residence.
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1: an old postcard of the Mill House, extreme left. A window sign indicates that it’s the youth hostel (author’s collection);
2: extract from Youth Hostels in South-East England, 1935; 3&4: Mill House in 2013 (author’s photographs)

Overnights – inclusive periods as follows
1931-1936: previous Oct to Sept
*: there were (eg) 42 bednights between 5/1931 and 9/1931
†: 48 bednights were registered in the 1936 statistical year, suggesting a late 1935 closure
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