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Cambridge Youth Hostels 
 

Cambridge [Claremont] Youth Hostel    1934 to 1938 
 
6 Claremont, Hills Road, Cambridge 

Historic County: Cambridgeshire YHA Region: Cambridge GR: TL 457573 
 
In the first few years of YHA, the strength of representation by region was largely a matter of local enthusiasm and 
good luck, so that the evolution of the 19 regions covering the whole of England and Wales was piecemeal. In the case 
of Cambridgeshire, early representation came with the Cambridge University Group, though it was more concerned 
with promoting hostelling among students than with the opening of local hostels. Nevertheless, in 1934 that Group 
helped develop a hostel in Cambridge, and one in Houghton Mill in neighbouring Huntingdonshire. A fully-fledged 
Regional Council was formed in October 1934, while the link with the University continued when Professor GM 
Trevelyan, President of the National YHA, agreed to act as Chairman of the newly formed Region. A generous touch 
from the University Group was a cheque for £3, repeated in later years, to help with expenses. 
 

The first Cambridge facility was an accommodation hostel in part of the 
house belonging to Mr Buckton in a quiet terraced cul-de-sac, 
Claremont, off Hills Road. He acted as warden. It opened on (probably) 
1st May 1934. Its operation was not altogether ideal, however: the hostel 
was small, with just 12 beds, and closed in winter, for two weeks in 
August and after 8am in term time, a cocktail of restrictions that 
suggests it was connected with University life in some way. By the end 
of 1935 its future existence was in some doubt, but the Regional Group 
managed to renegotiate for it to be in use again from Easter to the end 
of September 1936 (with a season’s guarantee to Mr Buckton of £15 and 
a provision of pillows), extensive use being made by overseas visitors. 

The next year it was again widely used despite restricted accommodation. The 1937 regional annual report made it 
clear that an alternative was required nearer the centre, but that the Claremont hostel would stay open if this could 
not be found.   
 

 
Upper left: photograph 2014, courtesy A Reith; above: hostel details from the 1935 YHA Regional Guide 

 
A small hostel at the High House, Haslingfield, six miles to the south-west of Cambridge, supplemented this hostel 
from 1934 to 1936. The Claremont hostel closed in 1938. Even after the turn of the millennium, the little street’s 
courtyard remains gaslit. 
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Cambridge [Cherry Hinton Hall] Youth Hostel    1939 only  
 
Cherry Hinton Hall, Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge 

Historic County: Cambridgeshire YHA Region: Cambridge GR: TL 481564 
 
Cambridge’s much larger new hostel was a modest country mansion, three miles south-east of the city centre. It had 
been the home of Sir Phéné Neale, former Lord Mayor of London, built about 1839 in a late Tudor style, but by the 
1930s owned by Cambridge Town Council, who rented it to the Association for a nominal fee. It is now a Grade II-
listed building owned by Cambridge City Council but used by the Cambridge International Preparatory School; the 
house grounds are a public park.  
 
It was intended to open the hostel at Whitsun 1938 (it was somewhat further from the city centre than had been 
originally hoped), but increased Air Raid Precaution activity at first delayed this. The hostel opened on 24th March 
1939, with an official opening two months later on 13th May, led by Professor GM Trevelyan. It also housed the YHA 
Cambridge Regional Group office. 
 

 1  2  
The 1939 hostel as advertised in (1) YHA London Region News and (2) the Rucksack Magazine 

 
The facility was well used in its short career, closing on the outbreak of war and replaced after hostilities by the Tenison 
Road hostel. It was noted as still requisitioned in 1941, and may have been for much longer. 
 

 
Details from the 1939 YHA Regional Guide 
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Cambridge [Tenison Road] Youth Hostel    1945 to present  
 
97 Tenison Road, Cambridge, CB1 2DN 

Historic County: Cambridgeshire YHA Region:  
Cambridge, Eastern, Central 

GR: TL 460575 

 
The third and present Cambridge hostel is the former large private house, then nursing home, bought in the final 
months of the war. It was a freehold purchase on Tenison Road, in an Inclosure of streets on land owned by Corpus 
Christi College. (The local street names reflected college alumni, Thomas Tenison being Archbishop of Canterbury 
1695-1715). The purchase for £4,750 was grant-aided by the Ministry of Education, with further help from the British 
War Relief Society of America. The hostel opened on 28th March 1945. It is now YHA’s longest-serving city hostel, 
beating York by a matter of weeks.  
 

    1 
 

    2 
The third and current Cambridge youth hostel – 

1: an early photograph by R Day, about 1951, shows 97 Tenison Road in its original state. The entrance was then at the side; 
2: this view from Devonshire Road shows the small extension to the rear, 1950 (YHA Archive) 
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Another early illustration of Cambridge hostel (author’s collection) 

 
The Tenison Road hostel was instantly very popular, soon achieving annual bednight figures of about 9,000, so that 
by 1954 it was regarded as too small with 70 beds, and a replacement was already being sought – a regular theme in its 
history. In 1958 there was a failed attempt to secure a new hostel in the city; a site on Cranmer Road would have been 
ideal but was refused by the ground landlords, Jesus College. A scheme of upgrading at Tenison Road was followed 
instead.  
 

         
Hostel stamps, and the one-inch pin badges once collected so avidly by members (author’s collection) 

 
The hostel was redesigned and enlarged in 1967, involving lengthy closure, and officially reopened on 11th May 1968. 
For many years large influxes of summer hostellers were accommodated by adding seasonal overflow hostels, one being 
the nearby Headquarters of the University Rover Scouts and Guides, used from the early 1950s until 1971; as 
examples, over 800 used the hut in 1956, and in 1962 there were 40 beds. In 1972 temporary overflow accommodation 
at the headquarters of a local weightlifting club was provided instead by courtesy of St Matthew’s Church; this new 
facility was also used in 1976, and perhaps in the years between and around. 

 
 

 
A postcard of about 1970, showing the new substantial extensions to the side and rear. That to the left hand side has  
been transformed further in recent years, and now functions as the chief circulating area, entrance, café and bar, with  

direct access to the roadside. The hostel entrance at that time was via the wrought iron gate visible on Devonshire Road –  
note the YHA fingerpost sign on the street corner pointing that way (photo B Selwyn, YHA Archive) 
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In 1982 a former electricity substation adjacent to the hostel was converted to a 16-bed dormitory, allowing the annual 
overnight total to rise to 20,000, and by 2011 to 30,000. The maximum capacity of 134 was achieved in 1989, after 
which the figure hovered about the 100-bed mark, with the emphasis on greater comfort.  
 
The youth hostel was in line for a £1.4m refurbishment in 2013, closing on 2nd September and reopening in April 
2014. There were considerable changes to the internal layout, especially the entirely new entrance from Tenison Road, 
leading straight to reception and the Scholars’ café. As with other contemporary hostel developments, the café-bar is 
open to the public throughout the day. A large self-caterers’ kitchen and dining room have been provided within the 
main house, along with new lounge and luggage store. In a city where cycling is so prominent, a new design of cycle-
store has been provided. The improvements have increased the number of beds to 122 in 31 bedrooms, with 11 rooms 
now en suite. A nearby staff house was refurbished in line with these improvements. 

 

 1 
 

 2  3  
 

 4  5  
The cheerful new exterior and interior following the significant refurbishment and reorganisation of the hostel in 2013-14.  

Note the entirely new roadside entrance (1: author’s photograph, August 2014; 2-5: YHA Archive, 2014) 
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The striking new entrance to the Scholars’ café-bar and YHA Cambridge (YHA Archive) 

 

Overnights 
1935-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-present: Mar to following Feb 

¶:  Claremont Youth Hostel;   §: Cherry Hinton Hall Youth Hostel;   ∆: Tenison Road Youth Hostel   
•: major rebuilding works (some temporary accommodation was provided in 1967);  *: 17 month period    

          

… 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… … … … … 510¶ 642¶ 777¶ 794¶ 2292§ 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
… … … … … 3352∆ 5734∆ 7254∆ 7815∆ 9036∆ 

          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
8931∆ 9060∆ 9473∆ 9160∆ 8868∆ 8379∆ 9409∆ 8495∆ 8189∆ 9560∆ 

          

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
9373∆ 9730∆ 9774∆ 9299∆ 9771∆ 10400∆ 10351∆ 6907•∆ 13016∆ 13258∆ 

          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
14227∆ 16827∆ 16284∆ 15474∆ 13949∆ 15268∆ 15829∆ 17735∆ 16771∆ 18107∆ 

          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
18994∆ 18719∆ 18565∆ 18467∆ 20865∆ 20652∆ open∆ 26522∆ open∆ 28524∆ 

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
31056∆ 26547∆ 32263*∆ 23751∆ 21569∆ 25981∆ 26403∆ 27233∆ 26886∆ 28141∆ 

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
22701∆ 26363∆ 28395∆ 25609∆ 24844∆ 27964∆ 28009∆ 27452∆ 27344∆ 24723∆ 

          

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
29870∆ 31969∆ 32195∆ 17097•∆ 33801∆ 37198∆ 36001∆ 34891∆ 33663∆ 34507∆ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
© John Martin, 2020. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive.  


