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Sheringham Youth Hostels 
with a note on High Kelling Youth Hostel  

 
High Kelling Youth Hostel     1933 to 1940  
 
The Post Office, Bryan Bullen Corner, High Kelling, Holt, Norfolk 

Historic County: Norfolk  YHA Region: East Anglia  GR:  TG 100397 
 
A small youth hostel of 12 beds (occasionally 9) was opened in the post office and tea rooms at High Kelling, 5 miles 
west of Sheringham, in 1933. It was run by Mrs Hopper in 1933 and Mr and Mrs Short for the remainder, and was 
almost certainly an accommodation hostel in private premises. The hostel’s trade was typical of the small Norfolk 
hostels before the war, with numbers staying normally just over 200 per year. With the onset of war, High Kelling, 
like its counterparts, found itself at the mercy of the restriction of movement in coastal areas. 44 bednights were 
recorded after October 1939, but the hostel was closed by 21st June 1940. 
 
The house is now a private residence. 
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1: extract from the 1935 YHA Regional Handbook; 2: illustration from an unknown source (YHA Archive) 
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Sheringham [Hillside] Youth Hostel     1946 to 1975  
 
Hillside, 9 Holt Road, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8NA 

Historic County: Norfolk  YHA Regions: East Anglia, Eastern GR:  TG 153428 
 
The expansion of the YHA during the latter years of the war and the late 1940s prompted the Association to turn 
often to the abundant supply of redundant large houses at that time. Having had no big properties in Norfolk before 
the war, YHA opened substantial fully-controlled hostels at Norwich, Sheringham and Great Yarmouth between 
1943 and 1950.   
 
The hostel at Hillside, Sheringham, opened at Easter 1946. The large red-brick house on Holt Road had been built in 
1893. Bay windows, mock-Tudor half timbering, a broad balcony 
above the entrance, decorative panels and Norfolk flint cobbles were all 
signs of the well-appointed seaside villa. A spacious hallway and 
terraced garden strengthened the impression. Hillside was a freehold 
purchase, passing to the care of the YHA Trust on 12th September 
1946. It boasted 50 beds for most of its career, only dropping to the 
lower 40s in its final few years. 
 
Mr and Mrs Highcock are known to have been the wardens in the late 
1940s. At some stage before or during the YHA’s tenure the balcony 
over the entrance was removed. Field Study facilities were briefly 
provided in the 1960s.  
 

Right: duty time – members scrub dining tables at Hillside (YHA Archive) 
 

 
A YHA-issued postcard of Sheringham’s Hillside youth hostel. Note the missing balcony (author’s collection) 

 
Overnights rose from about 2,000 at the beginning to 3,000 or even 4,000 towards the 1970s. There was an 
unexplained dramatic dip in 1971-72, possibly closure for repairs, before a final surge in 1975. YHA felt that it needed 
a larger building, and when an extensive property belonging to the Catholic Church at Cremer’s Drift became 
available, ten minutes’ walk away, the hostel moved there almost without a break in late 1975. The last wardens at 
Holt Road were Bill and Stella Peet, who transferred to the new hostel.  
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Hillside was sold on 3rd September 1976, and has been a private residence ever since. As late as the 1990s, the upper 
floor of the house remained much as YHA left it. The balcony has been restored since YHA days. 
 

  
A rare colour illustration of Sheringham’s first youth hostel, from a transparency by G Miller (author’s collection) 

 
 

Sheringham [Cremer’s Drift] Youth Hostel     1975 to present  
 
Cremer’s Drift, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8HX    

Historic County: Norfolk  YHA Regions: Eastern, Central GR:  TG 153428 
 
The new 1975 hostel on Cremer’s Drift was a sprawling building in three main sections, constructed over a period of 
50 years, during which time it had performed several functions. In 1910 Sheringham’s new Catholic church, St 
Joseph’s on Cromer Road, was consecrated. The church was a striking neo-Gothic construction to the design of the 
celebrated architect Giles Gilbert Scott, whose Liverpool Anglican Cathedral design was causing such a stir. A site 
behind it on Cremer’s Drift was prepared for a residence for the clergy, the Close, a large house also to the design of 
Gilbert Scott. This was completed in 1911. 
 
In 1922 the Close became a convent school for boarders, St Mary’s, and as the school expanded, a building similar in 
style to the Close was constructed behind it, and connected by a first floor walkway used by the nuns. The new structure 
contained classrooms, a concert hall, a music room, sleeping quarters, and on the first floor, overlooking St Joseph’s 
Church, a chapel. It opened in 1931. 
 
In 1940 the war brought an end to the convent school, but the property was sold in 1944 to Bishop Leo Parker, who 
perceived the need for a home for single mothers and babies in North Norfolk and set up a children’s home here. The 
first arrival was in May 1944. In 1966 the children’s home received a new mother and baby unit, of typical construction 
for its era – a two-storey block of pale brown brick with curved concrete mouldings above the lower windows. This 
was built as a conjoined annexe to the south of the other two buildings. The new arrangement did not last long. A 
Government decree of 1974 recommended the disbanding of some children’s homes in favour of a family-based 
approach to care. The complex was therefore placed on the market and bought by YHA in 1975. 
 
This considerable property cost £42,000, a freehold purchase vested immediately in the YHA Trust. It enabled the 
Association to plan for a hostel of about 100 beds, though the move from Holt Road, being effected at the height of 
the season about the beginning of August 1975, must have been a trial for the Peets. In that first year it was possible 
to offer only a no-meals-provided hostel, and for just two months. 343 bednights were recorded before the end of 
September. Thereafter conversion work was completed in time for full operation the following March, including Field 
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Study facilities. There was an official opening on 30th October 1976. A family annexe was provided within the 
complex for the first time in 1984. 
 
The hostel has received several reconfigurations. The most significant of these was the creation of an entirely new 
dining room extension into the space between the Close and the 1966 block in 1989. This was accompanied by 
considerable redesign of the surrounding buildings. The hostel entrance, which had been swallowed up by the dining 
room development, was now moved to the side block. A new manager’s house was built at the back of the site, enabling 
the manager to move out of the Close, where hostel assistants took up residence. This freed space in the chapel block, 
which could now provide considerably more family accommodation. New toilets by the entrance were subsequently 
built to block off an unsighted corridor near the entrance to improve security. 
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1: a 4-view postcard of the new hostel, about 1975 –  

top left: the old entrance, subsequently made redundant by the enclosing of the space in front with the 1989 dining room; 
top right: the 1966 mother-and-baby unit. The central projection was later pierced to take the new entrance; 

bottom left and right: the large rear block of 1931, with the chapel on the first floor, to the right (YHA Archive); 
2: an attractive sketch of the old entrance to Sheringham’s Cremer’s Drift youth hostel (YHA Archive) 
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Bill and Stella Peet wardened till about 1988. They were followed by Jenny Cooper, from then to 1999, when Adrian 
Dyde took over as manager. 
 
The hostel has always had about 100 beds; in 2015 these are spread between 29 rooms. There are four ground floor 
bedrooms that share the use of a large wet room, allowing the hostel to cater for several disabled guests. The chapel 
itself and another room are used to provide two separate Field Studies facilities. 
 
Forthcoming changes were expected over the winter of 2017-18 A Springboard programme would see redecoration, 
new curtains and carpets throughout, and new metal bunks to unify the provision throughout the hostel. After the 
manager moved out of the staff house in January 2017 it would be made available as extra guest accommodation.  
 
Adrian recalls various visits from people connected with the former children’s home, and all have left with a positive 
impression. He remembers an emotional visit recently from an elderly gentleman who told of how he first came in 
1947 to meet and pick up his baby son. 
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Four eras of buildings at Sheringham youth hostel. 

1: in the foreground is Giles Gilbert Scott’s clergyman’s house, the Close, of 1911. This is now used by YHA as staff quarters. 
Behind it, to the right, is the matching chapel building of 1931, now used as bedrooms, especially for families.  

The two are connected by an upper walkway. Extreme right is a small corner of the YHA-built dining room of 1988. 
2: the 1966 children’s home unit, now used for a variety of public rooms and bedrooms. It encloses the central entrance 

(author’s photographs, August 2014) 
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Two postcards of Cremer’s Drift hostel, before and after the creation of the new entrance (author’s collection) 

 
Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 

1933-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-present: Mar to following Feb 
§: High Kelling Hostel;    ¶: Sheringham Hillside Hostel;     ∆: Sheringham Cremer’s Drift Hostel;      

*: 17 month period;    +: notional figure included for exclusive hire and/or camping 
 

1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… … … open§ open§ 227§ 226§ 227§ 219§ 268§ 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
44§ … … … … … 1083¶ 2089¶ 2932¶ 2760¶ 

          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
2893¶ 2839¶ 3002¶ 2375¶ 2066¶ 2438¶ 2207¶ 2039¶ 2621¶ 2648¶ 

          

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
2436¶ 2631¶ 2522¶ 2701¶ 3338¶ 3787¶ 3633¶ 3814¶ 3660¶ 4478¶ 

          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
2166¶ 2739¶ 3119¶ 3282¶ 3749¶ 5143¶ … … … … 

… … … … … 343∆ 7533∆ 8097∆ 7273∆ 6233∆ 
          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
6404∆ 13474∆ 12058∆ 13651∆ 14678∆ 12361∆ open∆ 12361∆ open∆ 14203∆ 

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
11202∆ 12530∆ 16696*∆ 14527∆ 12737∆ 14973∆ 16370∆ 14657∆ 14307∆ 15442∆ 

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
13792∆ 14117∆ 14573∆ 15583∆ 15470∆ 13483∆ 12871∆ 13598∆ 12505∆ 12893∆ 

          

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
11698∆ 12799+∆ 14479+∆ 15478+∆ 19972+∆ 16719+∆ 17749+∆ 17991+∆ 17879+∆ 18615+∆ 

    

           

A variety of membership card stamps and one-inch pin badges from both Sheringham youth hostels (author’s collection) 
 

© John Martin, 2020. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive.  


