
 1 

 

YHA (England and Wales) 
  Youth Hostel Profile  

compiled by the Association’s volunteer archivist, John Martin, 2020-01-01 

 
Bishops Stortford Youth Hostel    1931 to (1943 or) 1944 
 
Cliff Cottage, Windhill Fields, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire  

Historic County: Hertfordshire YHA Regions: London, Cambridge GR: TL 390296   
Note: the town name is properly spelt with an apostrophe, but the YHA Handbooks omitted this. 
 
YHA London Region opened an accommodation youth hostel at Cliff Cottage, Bishop’s Stortford, in August 1931, 
just a few months after the first flush of youth hostels in Britain. It was located close to St Mary’s Convent, Windhill, 
just north of the footpath to Much Hadham. Hiker and Camper Magazine of August 1931 described it as a joint 
YHA / Guesthouse facility. 38 bednights were recorded between August and September 1931, for instance.  
 
The accommodation hostel, or adopted hostel, was the first popular method of establishing youth hostels in this 
country. Premises were privately owned and staffed on behalf of YHA, with the owner usually taking the lion’s share 
of the one shilling overnight fee and profit from provided meals. Within twenty years the emphasis shifted to YHA 
owning or renting and staffing the majority of its own hostels. No image of the youth hostel is known to exist. 
 

 
 

Extract from the very first YHA Handbook, spring 1931, showing youth hostels on the  
periphery of London, including Cliff Cottage. Sisserverness hostel was never opened 
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The women’s dormitory was in the house, while the men’s was outside. There was accommodation for twelve of each. 
The facility was simply known as Cliff Cottage in the 1931 and 1932 handbooks, thereafter Bishops Stortford. 
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1: the minutes of London Region’s 5th meeting, on 8th August 1931, were taken just in time to record details of  

Bishop Stortford hostel’s first 18 YHA guests – nine male, nine female. 12 were under 25 and six over 25;  
2: extract from Youth Hostels in South-East England, 1935 (YHA Archive) 

 
The hostel operated in all the war years up to 1943, before closure in the 1944 statistical year (ie, starting from October 
1943), when a reasonably substantial final figure of 660 suggests usage into 1944 itself.  
 
Following a general trend for YHA’s accommodation hostels of the 1930s to be replaced by fully controlled examples 
in the 1940s, Bishops Stortford hostel was replaced by Puckeridge Grange in 1944.  
 

Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1932-1944: previous Oct to Sept 

*: there were (eg) 38 bednights between 8/1931 and 9/1931     
          

… 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… 38* open open open 481 561 631 878 851 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
523 open open  1168 660  … … … … … 
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