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Edmundbyers area Youth Hostels 
 
Edmundbyers Youth Hostel    1933 to present 
 
Low House, Edmundbyers, Consett, Co. Durham DH8 9NL    

Historic County:  
Durham  

YHA Regions: Northumberland and 
Tyneside; Borders; North 

GR:  NZ 017500 

 
Edmundbyers youth hostel opened on 1st April 1933, in Low House, a long, squat, stone-built, stone-flagged and 
beamed former inn dating back to about 1600. It was built as the Miners’ Arms to serve the many local pits and mineral 
workings. The inn also served as a centre for the regular collection of tied-cottage and agricultural dues, and for 
payments to hired workers. Until about 2012 a large black round table of great age was kept in the common room; it 
had been the factor’s payment table in older times. A wooden disk filled the centre of the table, removeable so that the 
clerk could sit in the middle and oversee all transactions from there.  
 

 
 

 
Two photographs from an album relating to the pioneering years of YHA’s Northumberland and Tyneside Region.  

They feature Sir Charles Trevelyan and his secretary Edith Bulmer, both great supporters of YHA. The occasion was probably 
the 1933 opening of Edmundbyers, though it may have been the reopening after extensive work in 1936 (YHA Archive) 
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Low House was later an MP’s property, then the Moorland tearoom and shop, the large window of which is still 
prominent. The three staircases in the hostel demonstrate the former varied uses of the building, the original layout 
resembling a terrace of three cottages. Both the village and the hostel were sometimes spelled Edmondbyers. 
 
The 1933 Lakeland and North-East Regional Guide described the acquisition: 

Accommodation is provided for 12 men and 14 women.  
The warden’s (Mr Flynn’s) residence is in the west end of the house (see sign). 

Edmundbyers is on the route of a bus service between Shotley Bridge and Blanchland. Edmundbyers is best 
approached on foot from Shotley Bridge (5m), Riding Mill (9m), Hexham (12m), Wolsingham (14m). 

The Post Office is also the village store and is close to the hostel.  
Eggs, milk and vegetables may be obtained from the warden and from adjoining farms. 

Foremost amongst nearby places of interest is Blanchland (4½m by road), an ancient village sheltering  
in the deep valley of the Derwent and surrounded by great expanses of heather moors. 

 
The initial arrangements seem to have been hurried: the hostel opened after borrowing beds from the little hostel at 
Alnham, in deepest Northumberland. 
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Historic photographs about the time of the opening of Edmundbyers youth hostel in 1933. 

1: a small party of pioneers around the factor’s table in the common room. Seated second from the left is Arthur Blenkinsop, 
later MP for South Shields. The large fireplace will have held many a cheery blaze over the years; 2: refreshments in the garden 

to the rear. The old outbuildings in the background were soon removed to allow the construction of improved hostel facilities; 
3: more hostellers enjoy a picnic meal; 4: walking party in typical North Pennine weather near the hostel (YHA Archive) 

 
Mrs Nancy Sanderson took over the wardening duties in November 1933, having assisted Mr Flynn initially. It was 
to be the beginning of a warden family dynasty that was to last almost 50 years. In the 1934 regional annual report the 
hostel was reported as underused and threatened with closure, though in contrast to that prediction a summer tent 
had to be provided to alleviate overcrowding in 1935. Even with the threat, a leasehold of 999 years was established 
on 6th April 1935, backdated to 1885, rent £5.17s per annum.  £400 was required to secure the lease.  
 
The 1935 report described improved use and that there would be no closure. At the end of 1935, however, the local 
sanitary inspector gave notice that he would be compelled to condemn the building without improvements. Fear of 
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closure was allayed, however, by the national Special Areas funding scheme, designed by the government to assist in 
areas of greatest deprivation and unemployment. The Commissioner for Special Areas granted £1,000. The funding 
greatly assisted with the YHA Trust securing the property on 31st July 1936, and the improvements that followed. 
The entrance door is engraved with that year in recognition of the new status. 
 
Consequently, during 1936-37, the hostel was enlarged to 40 beds, equally shared, a figure rising to 46 in 1938. At the 
outset the warden had lived in simple and probably cramped cottage accommodation at the west end of the building; 
at that end, stretching into the back garden, were a lean-to (probably a small kitchen) and a further low stone building. 
These were cleared to provide a new modern extension, much in the style of the old East Bog Farm hostel 
improvements at Once Brewed. It housed the members’ kitchen, with washrooms and toilets adjacent. Other 
developments included central heating.   
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Two views of the rear of Edmundbyers youth hostel from old postcards (author’s collection). 1: this very early image shows the 
hostel quite undeveloped. Upstairs, to the left, were Mr Flynn’s quarters. At ground level were a small stone outbuilding and a 

simple lean-to structure between, soon swept away; 2: YHA constructed the new outbuilding in 1936-37  
to house an improved members’ kitchen, washrooms and toilets 

 
Northumberland and Tyneside region closed all its hostels on the outbreak of war, but Edmundbyers soon reopened 
for week-ends, from 4th November 1939 to the end of March 1940. Thereafter it was in constant YHA use during 
hostilities. In the ten years between its opening and 1944 Edmundbyers saw an increase of usage of almost 400%. 
Capacity had increased to 50 by 1943. High occupancy numbers were made possible by warden Mrs Sanderson living 
in a bungalow to the west side of the hostel, allowing a large men’s dormitory to be established where once Mr Flynn’s 
rooms had been. 
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A note on Burnhill Youth Hostel    1939 only 
 
Stationmaster’s House, Burnhill Station, Co Durham 

Historic County:  
Durham  

YHA Region:  
Northumberland and Tyneside 

GR:  NZ 064446 

 
One of YHA’s most curious and short-lived additions to its network must surely have been at Burnhill, about four 
miles south-west of Edmundbyers, in 1939. The existence of this hostel was so brief that it evaded any mention in 
annual handbooks, and only came to light thanks to YHA Northumberland and Tyneside Region’s detailed minutes 
of 1939 and 1940.  
 
Burnhill was then a locality with barely any population, and today it has even less. Until 1859 it was necessary for 
mineral wagons from Crook and Tow Law to the Durham Moors or to Consett and the Tyne ports to be hauled west 
up the rope-hauled incline from Burnhill to Waskerley, then to proceed either further west over the lonely moors 
towards Stanhope, or north down Nanny Mayer’s incline. It was part of a switchback network of lines, colliery 
plateways and rope-hauled inclines linking old industries in western County Durham and the ports of south Tyneside. 
In 1859 a more direct low-level mineral railway was built from a new junction at Burnhill direct to Consett, allowing 
Nanny Mayer’s incline and Waskerley’s two rope-winding engines to be abandoned. Trains with more powerful 
locomotives to the western moors from Consett could now reverse at the new layout at Burnhill and tackle the 
Waskerley incline unaided. It must have made quite a spectacle. The railway built a new platform-less tiny station and 
associated staff cottage at Burnhill, principally to afford passengers a path access to the lonely railway village of 
Waskerley via a steep climb. The passenger service closed in May 1939.  
 
Immediately afterwards, the Northumberland and Tyneside region of YHA came to an agreement with the London 
and North Eastern Railway to lease Burnhill station house, in June and July. It was most likely intended to act as a 
relief hostel to Edmundbyers. 104 visitors were accommodated in the period. The region’s 1939 annual report 
explained that Burnhill was provided to meet increased membership and was deemed successful during its short 
existence. The hostel had to close in September 1939, however. The intention was to lease it again in the summer of 
1940, but on the outbreak of war the LNER was obliged to recall its leased properties, including Burnhill and Wooler 
youth hostels, though not Rosedale, for some reason.  
 
The railway was subsequently converted to the Waskerley Way cycle path; all traces of the station, platforms and 
buildings have been erased. 
 

 
The lonely Burnhill station, location of an unlikely and very short-lived youth hostel, in derelict state in 1957. According to a 
document sketch, the station house (two storey, with three bedrooms upstairs) was behind the main station building. It was 
apparently already demolished here. The Waskerley incline lay to the left of the photograph. The junction between the ‘new’ 
railway straight ahead and the Waskerley incline was behind the photographer, the celebrated railway historian Ken Hoole  

(photograph by permission of Darlington Railway Museum)  
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Edmundbyers Youth Hostel in the post-war years 
 
There was a huge demand for hostelling immediately after the war; in 1947 Edmundbyers experienced its all-time 
record overnights figure of 4,665, enough to encourage the region to expand the capacity here to 60 beds in 1949. As 
so often there was a lag between planning for one situation and the changed reality of another, and YHA experienced 
a sudden falling-off of membership and usage almost immediately; the number of beds was reduced to 50 in 1952 in 
consequence, and perhaps in deference to comfort. 
 
Electric lighting was installed at Edmundbyers hostel in 1950 and the facilities were updated periodically after that, 
as demonstrated by these cuttings from the excellent Tyneside Hosteller magazine:  

November 1956  
This year the roofs at Alnham and Edmundbyers hostels have demanded attention. Fortunately, the woodworm at 
Edmundbyers had not damaged the stout oak roof trusses as badly as we feared and repairs have now been effected 
without much disturbance… 
… More light has been let into the section of Edmundbyers hostel men’s dormitory known to old-timers as ‘the 
Morgue’ by the addition of a second window, and at the same hostel the French window in the small common room 
has been anglicised by building in a few courses of bricks. 

 
September 1957 
The tables at Edmundbyers have all been topped with red lino, making for smartness and easier cleaning. This is the 
work of George Fletcher and the Haynes Brothers. The path from the hostel to the warden’s house is rather overgrown, 
and volunteer ‘foresters’ will be welcome!  

 
The following year Tyneside Hosteller gave a valuable potted history of the hostel, to celebrate a special occasion for 
warden Mrs Sanderson’s association with Edmundbyers hostel: 

December 1958  
25 Years at Edmundbyers hostel 

November this year was a very significant month for Mrs Sanderson, for it is 25 years since she took on the job of full-
time warden. In February 1933 Mrs Sanderson had her first connection with the hostel as assistant warden. 
 

During these 25 years there have been many alterations to the hostel. At one time Mr Flynn (the first warden) lived in 
what is now the men’s dormitory at the south end. He entered his quarters by an outside staircase.  
 

During 1936-37 the present kitchen and toilets were added, as well as the central heating. These improvements did 
not destroy the atmosphere of the hostel. The common room still has its round table – which at one time used to be 
taken out into the garden in the summer – and its black dresser and crockery. The present crockery is Mrs Sanderson’s, 
and replaces the original blue and white set which was unfortunately broken when the dresser fell over. 
 

After the last war there was a great reunion of older members which coincided with the installation of electric light. 
 

Improvements continue to be made to the hostel. One of the latest is a glass walled office where Mr Sanderson can 
take bookings. This was entirely constructed by voluntary labour. The installation of further light points will improve 
the light in the common room and toilets. 
 

Edmundbyers has always been a happy hostel, and Mrs Sanderson numbers many hostellers among her friends. Her 
pie and peas suppers are well known and one was held in November, at which a small presentation was made to her, 
from some of her friends in the region. We all hope Mrs Sanderson will have many more years to add to her present 
record of service. 

 
Well-travelled cyclist Pat Packham included Edmundbyers on her tour of Northumberland in August 1962, and gave 
this honest assessment: 

The beds were hammocks and the washroom was a junk room with all sorts of furniture there. The taps all dripped 
and the wash basins were not particularly clean. 

 

        
Two of CW Maitland’s hostel stamps, from 1943 and 1958 respectively, framing the author’s pictorial hostel stamp, 

typical of the late 1960s (YHA Archive) 
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Mrs Sanderson’s long wardenship came to a lamented end with her death in 1965. YHA then built the two-storey 
rearward extension to the west end of the hostel to house new wardens. As a consequence, for the next 30 years, the 
capacity at the hostel was reduced from 50 beds to 40. Mrs Sanderson’s niece Mrs Helen (Nan) White stepped into 
the breach for a further decade, retiring in 1974, and Ada White, Mrs White’s daughter-in-law, kept up the tradition 
of service by becoming the third member of the extended family to act as Edmundbyers’ warden, from 1974 to 1981. 
 
Ray East, Carroll Boyd and Kevin Milburn came in quick succession in the 1980s, perhaps as short-term 
appointments, but Anne Penny had a longer spell in charge, from about 1990 to 1999.  

 

    1 
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 4  5  
1: a photograph by cyclist Tony Hartley of the west end of Low House from about 1980. The two-storey rearward 
extension for warden’s quarters was built by YHA after the death of Mrs Sanderson in 1965 (author’s collection);  

2&3: wintry scenes – on the Durham Moors at an altitude of over 800 feet, Edmundbyers hostel has seen many wintry 
spells like these. The splayed single storey at the east end of the building follows the line of the road (YHA Archive, 2004); 

4&5: cosy scenes – two images that show venerable survivors from a different era, as referred to in the text –  
the round table and black dresser (author’s photographs, 2012) 
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The Summer 1999 edition of the magazine YHA News described a major refurbishment at the hostel: 
Visitors to Edmundbyers will notice some substantial improvements after some major internal alterations during the 
winter.  
 

Following some excellent work from New Deal trainees from the Ashington Training Centre, Edmundbyers now has 
new upstairs toilets, and partitioned rooms and a corridor instead of interconnecting rooms. Throughout the hostel, 
new beds and bedding have been purchased, and new carpets have been fitted. The alterations mean this cosy hostel 
can now offer a higher level of comfort and privacy, whether for individuals and families, or group users. Increasingly 
popular with cyclists on the C2C route, and popular with Rent-a-Hostel groups in the winter, there is also a great deal 
for visitors to the area to explore. 
 

One other change at Edmundbyers is the booking service. Following its conversion to volunteer wardening, the 
advanced bookings for Edmundbyers are now being processed at Langdon Beck youth hostel. These changes seem to 
be popular as this season has seen a substantial increase in visitors so far. 

 
The changes to volunteer wardening and greater comforts led to a further reduction to 33 beds by the year 2000 and 
to 29 in 2010. A new heating system was installed in the winter of 2009-10.  
 
The move to voluntary operation seems to have been reversed for part of the early to mid-2000s, when Janet le Luan 
was manager; she had extra responsibility for Acomb hostel, 16 miles further north in Northumberland, before that 
hostel’s closure in 2006. Edmundbyers once more became a volunteer-wardened establishment from about 2010, 
supported by Once Brewed Hostel. Internal warden’s quarters were not needed during many years of the hostel’s life, 
when the custodian lived in the village, but in some later years again proved necessary. Prepared meals were provided 
in the hostel’s middle period, while camping has generally been available in the rear garden. 
 

 1  2  
 

 3  4  
1: Edmundbyers hostel lies in a prominent position at the east end of the village. The former shop window is evident; 

2; the bike store, more recently converted to the BAA licensed premises under Enterprise hostel ownership; 
3: the upper floor corridor, built in 1999 to save hostellers having to walk through one dormitory to get to another;  

4: the reception, warden’s office and small store to serve self-caterers (YHA photographs of 2008) 
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Colourful Edmundbyers. 1&2: along the front face of the building. 1936 marks the date of YHA’s full acquisition; 
3&4: attractive stile and village sign, leading to the back garden with mature trees – compare with the images on page 3; 
5&6: self-catering dining room and kitchen; 7&8: bedrooms with attractive period features (author’s photographs, 2012) 



 9 

 
Hostel plan, as on display at Edmundbyers in 2012. The bedrooms are arranged as –  
Room 1: 4 beds (a double bed and a double bunk; Room 2: 6 beds (3 double bunks);  

Room 3: 3 beds (a single bed and a double bunk); Room 4: 5 beds (a single bed and two double bunks);  
Room 5: 5 beds (as Room 4); Room 6 (nominally the men’s dormitory): 8 beds (4 double bunks). 

Note that the ground and first floor plans are not drawn to the same scale (YHA Archive) 
 

In 2013 and 2014 the hostel was run as an outpost of YHA Once Brewed. Edmundbyers was withdrawn as a fully 
controlled YHA hostel on 30th September 2014, after almost 80 years of such operation, and a new era began. 
 
Local farmers and residents Mr and Mrs Brian and Joyce Anderson bought the hostel under YHA’s Enterprise scheme, 
the arrangement continuing seamlessly. The name of YHA’s scheme could not be more fitting. 
 
While keeping to the basic traditions and operation of the youth hostel part of the business, the owners have 
diversified considerably. In 2015 the former bike store at the west end of the building was converted into the BAA, 
effectively a micro-pub to serve enthusiastic local or leisure-based customers. The bar operates from late afternoon 
until mid-evening in the early part of the week, and much longer hours at weekends. Mrs Anderson is an accomplished 
cook and prepares food both for youth hostel groups, as required, and for visitors to the licensed premises. 
 
The former wardens’ quarters, consisting of a two-bedroomed flat and sitting room, now serve as store rooms for the 
expanded part of the business, while the former hostel reception and store pictured on page 7 has been removed and 
the original open passageway restored.    
 

 
Entrance to the BAA, newly-created in 2015 (author’s photograph, March 2022) 
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When Covid took hold in 2020 with periodical lockdowns, YHA operations here were severely limited, as elsewhere, 
and the BAA premises were too small to operate safely. At the end of that year, with the introduction of the 
‘substantial meal’ requirement to operate licensed premises, the owners determined to meet qualifications by installing 
a marquee in the large garden at the rear for guests to use, and this remains a vital part of the enterprise. The premises 
now include a much larger car park. In this way, all parts of the business, now called Low House Haven, have been 
able to advance in 2021 and 2022. In 2023 the much-loved youth hostel here will celebrate its 90th anniversary. 

 

    1 
 

    2 
 

    3 
Further photographs of the YHA Enterprise youth hostel and associated business in March 2022. 

1: roadside view. The building has a new painted sign advertising the YHA presence here; 
2: the spacious marquee serves the hospitality side of the business; 

3: modern car park and toilet block for the outside accommodation (author’s photographs, March 2022)  
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Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1932-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-present: Mar to following Feb 

∆: Edmundbyers youth hostel;   †: Burnhill youth hostel  
*: 17 month period;   +: notional figure included for exclusive hire;   E: Enterprise hostel  

          

… 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 
… … … 903∆ 1094∆ 1333∆ 1401∆ 1614∆ 2203∆ 2167∆ 
… … … … … … … … … 140† 

          

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
1420∆ 1989∆ 2384∆ 2849∆ 4005∆ 4468∆ 4665∆ 4398∆ 4534∆ 3198∆ 

          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
3212∆ 3048∆ 2723∆ 2374∆ 2259∆ 1761∆ 1739∆ 2162∆ 2167∆ 2301∆ 

          

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
2098∆ 1903∆ 2249∆ 2452∆ 2272∆ 1952∆ 1956∆ 3067∆ 3172∆ 3066∆ 

          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
2914∆ 3180∆ 2803∆ 3527∆ 3365∆ 3136∆ 3184∆ 2985∆ 3564∆ 2626∆ 

          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
2545∆ 2468∆ 1849∆ 1598∆ 1323∆ 1209∆ open∆ 1910∆ 2240∆ 2827∆ 

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
3354∆ 2762∆ 2946*∆ 2552∆ 1801∆ 2466∆ 2812∆ 2764∆ 1954∆ 2880∆ 

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
2592∆ 1716∆ 3069∆ 3423∆ 3847∆ 3684∆ 3173∆ 2788∆ 1216∆ 1518∆ 

          

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
2592∆ 2210+∆ 1998+∆ 2174+∆  1872+E∆ openE∆ openE∆ openE∆ openE∆ openE∆ 

          
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 

openE∆ openE∆ openE∆ … … … … … … … 
 
Memorable historical features at Edmundbyers are the old stone-flagged common room, ancient fireplaces and 
beamed ceilings, narrow steep staircases and the Ordnance Survey flush bracket on the front face of the building.  
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1: this original wrought iron hand-crafted design for a YHA triangle, now in the YHA Archive, had several variations in the  

early years of YHA; 2: the ordnance survey flush bracket at the front of the hostel (author’s photographs, July 2012) 
 

© John Martin, 2022. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive 


