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YHA (England and Wales) 
  Youth Hostel Profile  

compiled by the Association’s volunteer archivist, John Martin, 2022-11-09  
 
 
Grasmere Butharlyp How Youth Hostel     1958 to present 
 
Butharlyp How, Easedale Road, Grasmere, Ambleside, Cumbria LA22 9QG  

Historic County: Westmorland  YHA Regions: Lakes, Lakeland, North GR: NY 336079 
 

Note: the spellings of Butharlyp / Butterlip and How / Howe have been inconsistent throughout the hostel’s reign. In annual 
handbooks the hostel was known as Grasmere (Butharlyp How) (1959-92), Grasmere (Butterlip How) (1993-2004).  

Butharlyp How is regarded as the most authentic version and is in general use today. 
 
A mound close by Butharlyp How youth hostel is the burial place of a local Viking king or earl, Boethar. Boethar was 
part of the British, Northern English and Scandinavian resistance to the Norman conquest in the late 11th century, 
when the French invaders were marauding through the north-western part of England. There is a legend that 
Boethar’s resistance against the Normans was greatly aided by a freak storm, a divine intervention, that helped drive 
the opposition back from Grasmere to Ambleside and eventually Kendal. 

 
Butharlyp How itself is a large stone-built house, picturesquely sited in extensive grounds a short walk to the north of 
Grasmere village. It was built in 1865 as a private residence and used as such until the Second World War, when it was 
adapted to house evacuees. After the war it became the Butharlyp How Hotel and in the 1950s YHA acquired the 
property. In the grounds, on the east side, is Howe Lodge (so spelled), long used as the hostel annexe for self-catering 
and further accommodation. It was an old Lakeland farmhouse and predates the grand house adjacent. 
 

 
An Abraham of Keswick early post-war postcard of the Butharlyp How Hotel (author’s collection) 

 
The 1940s and 1950s were a period of great expansion for the YHA in Lakeland. The National Association and the 
local Regional Council both expended very heavily on large new hostels to replace or supplement the many small 
adopted farmsteads and the few larger fully-owned hostels of the 1930s. The old Thorney How hostel at Grasmere, 
once the pioneering glory of YHA Trust ownership, was now unable to cope on its own with the huge seasonal 
demands and the growth of the School Journey Party trade. 
 
In the 1950s YHA found two properties locally to enhance its provision in the Grasmere area. In 1954 it rented and 
opened the 100-bed High Close (Langdale) hostel, two miles distant, in partnership with the National Trust. 
Strangely, it was termed at first Grasmere ‘B’, in deference to Thorney How being Grasmere ‘A’, but that uninspiring 
title was soon dispensed with. Even High Close was not enough to cope with the crowds, and four years later YHA 
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seized the opportunity to purchase freehold for £6,500 the former Butharlyp How Hotel, with seven acres of grounds. 
As was common at the time with the acquisition of large youth hostels, the Ministry of Education gave grant aid to 
set up the premises.  
 
All progressed smoothly and quickly. The purchase was secured late in March 1958 and was vested in the YHA Trust 
on 1st July; the hostel opened promptly on the 23rd of that month. The first wardens, Mr FW and Mrs G Christian, 
were already well-established: they had started at neighbouring Thorney How hostel as early as 1953 (possibly much 
earlier), and transferred the half mile to the larger Butharlyp How on its opening. Meanwhile, Joe and Bertha Smith 
took the reins at the older hostel. The Christians remained in post until 1968, establishing the new hostel securely. 
 
The plan was to operate just for the mid-season in 1958, with a limit of 45 beds, allowing plenty of scope over the 
winter period to prepare a hostel for 77, to open by Whit 1959. According to Youth Hosteller, September 1958, 
Butharlyp How had made a very encouraging start, with over 3,500 bednights in just over four months, an intriguing 
claim that suggests the hostel was earning its keep with overnight charges from almost the moment it was purchased. 
 

  
CW Maitland’s hostel stamp from an early visit, October 1959 

 

   1 
 

   2 
Two stages of the early development of Butharlyp How hostel as depicted on postcards. 

1: the hostel in its early days, unaltered in general outline from the previous hotel; 
2: a similar view, showing the new dining room extension of 1972-73  

(YHA Archive)   
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On the retirement of wardens Mr and Mrs Christian, Bill and Wendy Ireland arrived in 1968 and stayed for four 
years. During their stay, the hostel capacity reduced slightly to 72 beds, but annual overnights remained steady at about 
12,000 to 14,000. Ken and Dorothy Hull took the reins in 1971, and under their leadership and enhancement 
programmes from the Region, the hostel experienced a period of considerable growth, with overnights climbing to 
over 19,000 in 1990. 
 

     
One-inch button badge from about 1960 and GE Ellis’s hostel stamp of 1971 

 
Hostelling News of Summer 1972 enthusiastically reported: 

Juke boxes have been installed at Ambleside and Butharlyp How. They are very popular with young members and 
sufficiently isolated to avoid disturbing others. 

 
There were significant improvements here over the winter of 1972-73. The hostel gained a new, larger members’ 
kitchen and dining area overlooking the beautiful garden, as shown at the foot of the previous page; new showers, 
toilets and laundry room were installed and the wardens’ quarters improved; Thorney How was kept open to 
accommodate the closure during the alterations.   
 
The council records of YHA’s Lakes Region have been placed in the YHA Archive. They are very detailed in respect 
of plans, problems and successes in the Region’s hostels. Those for the 1970s at Butharlyp How include this fascinating 
selection of the minutiae of developments, starting with a plan to supplement the completed 1972-73 improvements 
by attending to Howe Lodge, the annexe, though it is not known how the building was used before this time: 
 

Lakes Region minutes – June 1974  
Major Development: Butharlyp How – annexe. Amended plans were circulated and discussed [there is a reference 
to one of the rooms in Howe Lodge being for the assistant warden]. 

 

Lakes Region minutes – July 1974 
Subject to further insulation in the downstairs toilets, wardens’ quarters [then in the main house] at Butharlyp 
How were satisfactory. Mr Hull had made certain suggestions regarding provision of extra staff dining space which 
included alterations to the existing wash-up, and Mr Brodie agreed to inspect the premises to see if it is possible for 
the suggested works to be carried out this winter. 

 

Lakes Region minutes – August 1974 
The wardens were of the opinion that the alterations to the kitchen suggested by the Chairman of the Land and 
Buildings sub-Committee did not represent a solution to the problem of extended opening at this very busy hostel.  
 

After some discussion it was agreed that in view of the possibility of relatively major works being undertaken that 
the hostel should appear in the 1975 Handbook as on [an unimproved] Closing Scheme 2 but that if a reasonable 
scheme could be completed during the winter, the hostel could then go on to extended opening and the members 
notified via Hostelling News. 

 
Extended opening was a big theme in larger YHA hostels in the mid 1970s, as YHA grappled with extracting the most 
advantageous results from its best earners by extending the season while respecting recent advances in staff working 
conditions, pay and security. 
 

Lakes Region minutes – September 1974 
Re-drafted plans for conversion of the annexe were looked at by the Committee. There were now other problems 
to consider regarding the layout of the main building relative to extended opening. 

 

Lakes Region minutes – October 1974 
After some discussion on the financial position of the Region it was agreed that the development programme for 
the hostel be submitted to the National Treasurer. It was felt that in view of the economic climate there was little 
point in asking for further money from the National Capital Fund. The development of the annexe at this hostel 
would be discussed by the Land & Buildings Sub-Committee. For very practical reasons the Region would prefer 
use its own architect and permission for this this would be sought from the National body. 
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Despite successes at Butharlyp How, the Regional and National YHA were both having to draw in their collective 
belts at this time, though recognising the conundrum that further developments here were crucial. 
 
Wardens were keen to suggest money-saving schemes. In 1975 the Regional Officer reported that on Ken Hull’s advice 
the boiler from Dufton would be installed in the annexe. He estimated the total cost involved for bringing the annexe 
into winter use would be £3,500. The Committee agreed to proceed with the complete development, the second phase 
of which would come into the 1975-76 financial year. Later in the year the Committee was querying the final costs of 
the annexe conversion, totalling £8,300 including fire precautions, against an original estimate of £6,775 excluding 
those precautions. The Committee agreed however that it was a valuable additional asset and that the money had been 
well spent. 
 
Cycle accommodation was originally at the back of the annexe, which was now being redesigned. Plans for a new cycle 
shed were delayed because of caution with spending. In November 1976 it was agreed to provide bike accommodation, 
for a provisional sum of £1,000. The Architect produced plans for a lean-to structure to the rear wall of the warden’s 
garage adjacent to the annexe, of simple design with open natural preserved boarding and a felt roof, fully enclosed 
with lockable door and electric light, and provided with stalls inside in which to lean bikes. No space for repairing 
cycles would be provided as any urgent maintenance could be done in the cellar drying room. The structure would 
hold 12 cycles.  
 
The Committee agreed to go ahead spending up to £500 from the capital budget on the shed; a local estimate of £916 
was thought far too much, and the contractor would be asked what £500 could provide. A revised drawing was drawn 
up for £683, though the final cost in 1978 with concrete base was £705. 
 
There were problems with drainage and the disposal of rainwater from a natural spring that caused water to stand on 
the drive and lawn.  The Architect recommended that the drainage pipe be extended to discharge to a suitable 
soakaway pit in the area of shrubbery further down the driveway. Though not in strict accord with building 
regulations, this was the only solution, as it would be almost impossible to discharge into the main drainage system. 
The Committee agreed to this recommendation in consultation with the building inspector. Imaginatively, the 
Architect suggested that an alternative might be a small explosive charge suitably positioned in a drill hole in the rock 
strata which might provide a sufficient fracture to relieve the ponding and standing water. 
 
A hostel standards inspection report of 1978 stated that dormitories 1, 2 and 3 [the large bay-windowed rooms in the 
house] were in poor condition and not up to Superior standard. The dining room floor, of tongue and grooved 
wooden boarding, also needed attention. The Regional Officer said that dormitory floors could be sanded off, 
repaired, stained and resealed during the next maintenance period in January/February, 1979. After some discussion, 
it was agreed to retain the wooden floor and repair, sand and seal during the next maintenance period. 
 
The decade finished with a 1979 Architect’s survey report advising on the reorganisation of the ground floor, with 
particular reference to office and shop improvements. The Regional Officer reported on action to date. Dormitory 
and other floors were due to be contract carpeted at an estimated cost of £2,860; all maintenance items from the survey 
report were in hand and progressing satisfactorily. Meanwhile, the maintenance builder had examined the drainage 
around the hostel and considered that it could be rerouted at ceiling height through the cellars to the front of the 
hostel and the lawn areas without any great difficulty. 
 
Butharlyp How continued to perform well at a financially difficult period for YHA during the national recession of 
the early 1980s. Early in 1982, regional minutes were recording another good result at a very consistent hostel. The 
story was repeated in 1983. Despite such a strong reputation, there was by January 1984 an element of caution from 
the regional office: concern was expressed at the high expenditure relative to the income earned by this hostel. The 
Regional Officer tabled detailed information comparing Butharlyp How with other major hostels in the region, in 
which it was noted that Butharlyp How achieved the lowest percentage surplus and had the highest wages relative to 
income. The wardens would be asked for ideas of how to operate the hostel on a more cost-effective basis. 
 
Despite these restraints, the mid 1980s saw a concerted effort to improve the performance Butharlyp How hostel by 
significant investment. Lakes Region minutes of October 1984 described plans for a new extension and development 
at Grasmere Butharlyp How, provisionally estimated at £185,000. The capital programme included improvements 
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and the English Tourist Board would be interested in grant aiding such a project. After discussions with the Lake 
District Planning Board, the architect produced a sketch of his proposals for the extension of the hostel incorporating, 
surprisingly, a swimming pool.  
 

 
John Watts’ photograph of February 1984 reveals building detail at the east end of the house  
after the removal of very tall trees, though ivy had encroached rather more at the west end.  

A noticeable feature was YHA’s rather basic dining room extension of 1972-73   
 
By May 1985 the provisional estimate of costs, including a new bungalow for the wardens, was £200,000, with the 
swimming pool as designed costing an additional £100,000. The Committee considered the cost of the pool to be 
excessive; YHA could not afford this sort of capital outlay for something which would not in itself earn any additional 
revenue, but there was some discussion on the desirability of providing self-contained family units. A 123-bed hostel 
deserved additional leisure facilities. In August 1985 the total cost of the scheme had risen to £252,000. The first stage 
of the development would be the provision of a bungalow for the wardens outside the main hostel. 
 
As soon as October 1985, the Regional Officer was reporting there could be no further progress with this development 
in view of restrictions on capital expenditure: it was now postponed, but could progress to the planning stage so that 
the whole development would be ready when funds were once again available. It would be another dozen years, 
especially frustrating for wardens Ken and Dorothy Hull (and from 1991, Ray and Ann Hamshaw) and their staff, 
before a more realistic proposal could be realised. 
 

 
Original expansion plan of 1985, subsequently rejected as unaffordable. There was to be a considerable extension  

at the north-east end of the house, both lengthwise towards Howe Lodge and forwards into the grounds.  
The notion of a swimming pool was quickly rejected. (YHA Archive) 
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There were some improvements in the early 1990s – better staff accommodation and the installation of a mains gas 
central heating system, designed to reduce costs and to maximise energy conservation in line with the Association’s 
environmental policy – but the large scale improvements for hostellers continued to stall.  
 
In January 1994 Ray and Ann Hamshaw, two years into their wardens’ post, wrote an impassioned letter to Senior 
Management, outlining their achievements against a backdrop of long delays to improvements and inadequate 
provision for guests at Butharlyp How. They had increased business in a building so inadequate in all areas and grotty 
and uncomfortable in many others that we are now sending more people, including groups, away after an unsatisfactory 
stay and totally disenchanted with YHA generally. We pick some of this information up from our questionnaires and know 
that it is not only individuals we are losing but also groups who feel uncomfortable in the cramped public areas. Butterlip 
How as it stands at the moment should be no more than a 70-bed hostel. At that level our business levels would not be 
massively affected and at least our customers would go away having had a pleasant and comfortable stay. 
 
There are genuine complaints from our customers about the lack of toilets, showers, storage space, privacy and lounge areas 
but we are equally concerned about our projected drop in business in the coming year. We need help not only in pulling in 
new business but in pushing our cause forward for a full refurbishment externally as well as internally because at the 
moment YHA’s good name nationally and internationally is suffering from the neglect that has been Butterlip How’s lot 
for too many years and left it in a 1960’s time warp in terms of facilities offered and standard of accommodation.  
 
Their comments were noted. Within a year YHA’s far-reaching Product Development Marketing Plan proposed the 
largest slice of Northern Region’s share of hostel investment for the Grasmere hostel, of some £350,000. A major 
development over two to three years, it would benefit groups and families and have a projected return of 12%. Work 
in 1995 would concentrate on Howe Lodge and a much-improved car and coach park, with the development of the 
house to follow in 1996, though the start dates for all these improvements would be delayed for at least another year. 
 
At the end of 1996, YHA announced the first phase of the long-awaited refurbishment of Butharlyp How in YHA 
News. The annexe, previously the preserve of men because it had only one washroom, was to be improved over the 
winter to offer smaller rooms and more flexible facilities. This would give the wardens more flexibility with bookings 
and guests a better experience after a number of criticisms of the facilities.  
 

The following YHA News in early 1997 added details of the 
work in the Annexe, with plenty of showers and toilets and an 
extra members’ kitchen. This offered the option of rentale. 
Work on that building was complete by the summer. It now 
carried the name Howe Lodge and offered 28 beds in 2- and 4-
bedded rooms, new showers and toilets, a small games room and 
new soft furnishings. The new self-catering area had excellent 
facilities and up to-date equipment including stainless steel 
work tops, natural gas hobs and a full-sized gas cooker. A new 
dining room with conservatory style extension was created in 
the area of the annexe’s old entrance hall, and the old self-
catering area was now closed. There was a new upgraded 
environmentally and user-friendly central heating system, with 
overall control room by room and reduced heating costs in the 
Lodge. How Lodge would be let through the Rent-a-Hostel 
scheme whenever the main building is closed either for 
refurbishment or the annual closed period for maintenance. The 
Autumn 1997 YHA News described how the new Lodge was 
proving popular, especially with daytime access to the self-
catering kitchen and adjacent dining room which doubles as a 
daytime lounge.  
 
Left: an attractive 1997 view of the house from the drive, just before 
extensive building works were to sweep away the old dining room. 
Compare with the postcard image on the next page (YHA image) 
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The grounds of the hostel include a large hilly field with fallow deer and red squirrels, around which a path had now 
been mown. YHA and National Trust discussed the creation of a pond to improve the field area, an idea promoted 
by wardens Ray and Ann.  
 
The second, larger and much delayed, phase of extensive improvements at Butharlyp How followed over the winter 
of 1997-98, with reopening put back from Easter to 1st May. By then, YHA would have a completely refurbished 
hostel in a beautiful setting.  
 

 
YHA News of Winter 1997-98 heralded both the completed work on the annexe and the forthcoming improvements  

to the main house. Costs were clearly rising for the second phase of this work (YHA Archive) 
 

    1 
 

    2 
1: a post-1998 postcard, showing the heavily rebuilt and enlarged dining room, in a building style much more in tune with the 

original house. Internal works were similarly extensive. Howe Lodge is shown at a lower level to the right of the house; 
2: a neat architect’s drawing of the south elevation of Butharlyp How after the 1997-98 large scale rebuilding  

of the attractive dining extension over a considerable abutment dressed in Lakeland stone (YHA Archive) 
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Now the upgraded hostel could receive the full glow of praise, as set out in YHA News for Summer 1998: 
Stunning Hostel at Grasmere 

Grasmere (Butharlyp How) re-opened its doors this season as a stunning ‘new’ hostel. Over the last winter, major 
refurbishment work has been carried out and the hostel is now so different that it is practically unrecognisable.  
 

In February 1992 Ray and Ann Hamshaw arrived as managers of Grasmere (Butharlyp How). Over the previous 
twenty years they had worked at YHA Bakewell, Eyam and Ravenstor and at all three they had supervised various 
levels of improvements. Butharlyp How was to be their greatest challenge yet. When they arrived it soon became 
clear to them that a massive redevelopment programme was needed if Butharlyp How was to reach its full 
potential. So the first task Ann and Ray set themselves was to prioritise the work that would need to be done.  
 

Some remedial work was urgently required in the kitchen, preparation rooms, pantries and staff quarters. These 
were put in hand within the first two years together with a new boiler. Along with some new items of catering 
equipment the hostel became more presentable and efficient. Gradually the total number of beds was reduced from 
104 to 80, so that the bedrooms became more spacious.  
 

In the winter of 1996-97 the go-ahead was received for the full redevelopment of the Annexe now called Howe 
Lodge. This building now has 28 beds in 2 and 4 bedded rooms all with wash basins and clothes storage. Adjacent 
to all rooms are ‘state of the art’ showers which give a high degree of privacy they are L-shaped cubicles which 
eliminate the need for a shower curtain and allow room for dressing within the cubicle, but out of the wet. 
Improvements in energy-saving will be noticed in the showers as the lights automatically switch themselves on and 
off as people enter or leave. The self-catering facilities have all been moved into the Lodge and now there is a 
pleasant modern dining room with the kitchen facilities alongside. There is also a small sitting room. For groups 
of around 28 people the sleeping accommodation can be reserved exclusively and Howe Lodge is also let on the 
Rent-a-Hostel programme between November and March each year.  
 

The following winter Ray and Ann were delighted to win approval to start the biggest challenge, the 
redevelopment of the main building. This was approved in September 1997 and with work due to start at the end 
of October they had to move quickly to finalise plans and appoint contractors. This was achieved after a lot of hard 
work by Ray and Ann themselves, together with their Business Manager, Mark Farmer, and the architect. There 
were some problems along the way, not least the discovery that new pilings would be needed for the foundations 
of the new dining room and a number of areas containing boxed-in asbestos, all now safely removed.  
 

A pre-Easter opening had to be postponed but with some working round the clock they just managed to be ready 
for the opening rescheduled for the May Day Bank Holiday. But all the effort was worth it we now have a hostel 
that YHA can be very proud of. The first change will be apparent as soon as you walk in the front door there is a 
new reception area immediately inside the entrance. Apart from being easier for the customer to find it is also 
better for security. The fittings in the old reception area have been removed and the space at the foot of the main 
staircase has been opened up to create another pleasant sitting area. The main lounge is now in what was the dining 
room so there is ample space to relax and, for the chill winter evenings, there is a new fireplace with a cosy open 
fire. Of particular interest to the younger and youngest members is the new games room which now has vending 
machines for all kinds of drinks and snacks in addition to the usual games equipment.  
 

There are more smaller bedrooms which are very popular with families in the school holidays; modern shower and 
toilet facilities and a wonderful new dining room with self service facilities overlooking the beautiful garden and 
play area. A classroom is a feature that is particularly valuable to a hostel that welcomes large numbers of groups 
and now Butharlyp How boasts one of its own. This room will also be of benefit to families out of term time as it 
can be a place to play board games.  
 

To complement the structural alterations the whole house has been redecorated and there are fresh new curtains 
and carpets throughout. Outside, even the garden will receive some attention landscaping will shortly begin around 
the new patio with reseeding of the lawn and some new shrubs. It will, of course, remain available for all the outdoor 
activities such as badminton, cricket, football and rounders. Two picnic tables are in place together with parasols 
in anticipation of some warm summer weather.  
 

New orienteering courses are being developed and there is also a village treasure hunt so that guests can familiarise 
themselves with the renowned village of Grasmere. These are the ‘front of house’ improvements which the 
customer will see but alongside all this are the alterations and improvements behind the scenes that will contribute 
to a higher standard of facilities and service that can now be offered. For example, all the main kitchens and 
preparation rooms have been redeveloped to the high standard now required in the catering industry; the drying 
room has been modernised and is very efficient both when drying wet clothes and in terms of running costs. New 
fire alarm and central heating systems have been installed for the comfort and safety of guests. Ray and Ann 
Hamshaw now look forward to a bumper season in their stunning ‘new’ hostel and will be only too happy to show 
it off to as many visitors as possible.  
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As part of YHA’s rationalisation of its large Lakeland hostels at the turn of the century, the Hamshaws undertook the 
joint management of Butharlyp Howe and Grasmere’s older youth hostel, Thorney How, in 1999. They retired from 
their post in 2003.  
 

 1  2  
 

 3  4  
 

 5  6  
 

 7  8  
Internal images of Butharlyp How  – 

1: comfortable lounge, one of three at the hostel; 2: an attractive tiled Victorian fireplace; 3: main dining room;  
4: another lounge, converted to a temporary meeting room; 5: bedroom, main house, overlooking Howe Lodge; 

6: Howe Lodge – bedroom and modern washbasin; 7: Howe Lodge – dining area; 8: Howe Lodge – seating area 
(YHA publicity images)  
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 1  2  
 

 3  4  
 

 5  6  
 

 7  8  
External images of Butharlyp How  –  

1: the raised position of the house, with pleasant terraces to the front. The top floor has always been reserved for staff. 
Improvements for them in the 1990s provided seven modernised bedrooms and a common room; 2: the rarely photographed 

eastern elevation. This would have been largely hidden by a large extension, had the 1985 plans come to fruition. The 
rendered first-storey block once housed staff but is now Rooms 8-10 for guests. The steps lead down to Howe Lodge;  

3: Butharlyp How house has a somewhat modest entrance on the shady side, hidden away from the village;  
4: house date stone of 1865; 5: Howe Lodge entrance; 6: the Lodge viewed from the north-east;  

7: the Lodge’s new dining room. To its left is the hostel warden’s former garage, now the bike store;  
8: the managers’ house beyond the Lodge, built in the mid 1980s and formerly described as a ‘bungalow’  

(author’s images of 2014 and 2017) 
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Following on from Ray and Ann Hamshaw was Rick Smith. He had worked at Butharlyp How from 1998 as an 
assistant, then deputy, and was appointed manager of both Grasmere hostels from 2003 to 2008, immediately 
changing the name here back to Butharlyp Howe on his appointment as manager. Rick explained that ‘Butterlip’ had 
been invented to make it easier for overseas visitors to pronounce.  
 

 
A composite plan dated 2005, redrawn by the author (the positions of the house and Lodge are not to precise orientation). 
It represents the hostel largely as functioning in 2022. The lounge nearer the dining room is now designated ‘family lounge’  

and that to the rear ‘quiet lounge’. A new small subsidiary self-catering area has been created below the Office.  
The upstairs bedrooms in the Annexe have seen considerable development and modernisation in recent years  

 
Samantha Clamp took the reins from Rick Smith in 2008, before moving on to manage YHAs Ilam Hall, then 
Hartington Hall in 2010. Ian Priddle, who had managed YHA s Greenhead and Hawkshead, took charge from then 
to 2018, when he took the post at YHA Losehill Hall in Castleton.  
 
Mike Lee, who had been assistant at Butharlyp How, then manager at YHA Youlgreave, moved back here in 2019. 
During the height of the Covid pandemic, he oversaw very limited 
summer opening in 2020, with constant shifts and uncertainties in 
official regulations and sudden closures and lockdowns. Ten rooms only 
could be used, with severe restrictions on movement, meals, households 
usage and shower hygiene. Usage in 2021 was considerable in the 
‘Staycation’ period, though it stretched YHA’s staff and resources 
enormously. The hostel continued its great popularity through 2022, 
with some restrictions, all rooms open, but no dormitory availability. 
 

Right: Mike Lee working at Butharlyp How while assistant in March 2014 
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Fiona Hill from YHA Helvellyn was designated manager of YHA Grasmere late in 2022.  

 

    
 

 
‘Alternative Accommodation’ – YHA’s landpods and tipi tents in a glorious setting in the grounds of Butharlyp How. Standing 

ready to provide essential facilities in more normal times are the Shower Shack and Lav Shack (author’s images, March 2022) 
 

© John Martin, 2022. YHA Profiles are intended to be adaptable in the light of new materials gained by YHA Archive.  

Overnights – inclusive periods each year as follows 
1958-1991: previous Oct to Sept; 1992: Oct 1991 to Feb 1993; 1993-present: Mar to following Feb 

*: 17 month period;   +: notional figure included for exclusive hire and/or camping 
          

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 
… … … … … … … … 3553  8143  

          

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
11591  13139  13419  13480  13620  14594  13683  14030  14212  12814  

          

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
12644  12987  13017  12445  16232  16403  16126  16273  16267  16986  

          

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 
16138  15998  16253  14769  15621  16299  14560  16348  17176  18235  

          

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
19168  16689  19256*  15925  16612  15141  13311  13428  12497  16052  

          

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
14575  10108  15069  15448  16413  17264  17130  17399  14062  14770  

          

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
16022  17074  19188  18058  17458  18550 + 18261 + 17459+  17771+ 18456+ 

           

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 
open∆ open∆ open∆ … … … … … … … 


